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Britain to reſiſt and depoſe 
their Kings for Evil Go- 


vernment; - proy'd from 
King Henry's Charter, 
and from an Act of the 
12th of Richard the Se- 
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amples. 
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72. King James's Speech, 
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72 Obligation of a King. 
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Parliament. 
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ing's Serjeant at Law, 
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Council at Law, were con- 
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executed for giving their, 


Opinions contrary to Law, 
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Time. 
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under the Penalty of Trea - 
fon. | 


82. The Rights and Li- 


berties of the Subject from 
the Act of the iſt of Wil- 
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ſome Scripture Inſtances. 
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for Reſiſtance. 
111. The Duty of all 
Magiſtrates, from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon. 
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112. St. Chryſoftom's Ex- 
poſition on the 13th of Ro- 
mans; Pindar, Orpheus, 
Plato, Ariſtotle, and Ci- 


cero, their Deſcription of 
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Obedience to the Laws. 
113. No abſolute Authori- 
ty allow'd by Scripture. 

114. The Laws were 


made by the People, in 


the Reign of Darius. 
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Paſſive- Obedience. | 
123. The Biſhops refuſe 


to diſown to King James, 
their inviting over the P. 
. of Orange. wh 


J. 


124. The Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, and eight 


Biſhops, preſent King 


James ten Articles, very 
near the ſame with that of 


Declaration. 
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126. 


the Prince of Oranges 
125; The Biſhops refuſe 
to ſign an Abhorrence of 
the P. of Oranges intend- 
ed Invaſion. 


The Prince of 


Oranges Speech to the 


f. 


Gentry of Somerſet/hire 
and Dorſetſbire. : 

127. The Biſhop of Can- 
terbury went to the Tower, 
and demanded the Keys 
of the Lieutenant, and de- 
livered them to the Lord 


Lucas. 
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128. Prince George of Den- 
mark, Duke of Grafton, 
Duke of Ormend, Lord 
Churchill, &c. went over 
to the Prince at Sherborn- 
Caſtle. 
129. The Princeſs Ann 
(our moſt gracious and 
ood Queen) with the La- 
y Churchill, Lady Berkley, 
and the Bifhop of London, 
went to the Forces in the 
Nerth, who declared for 
the Pritice of Orange, Fhe 
Declaration of thirty Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, 
which they made at Cuila- 


Hall, Dec. 11. 1688. to- 


F. 


gether with their Names, 
which they ſent to the 
Prince of Orange. 
139. The Addreſs of the 
ieutenancy of London, to 
the Prince, Dec, 11. 1688. 
131. The Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common- 


Council's Addreſs to the 


Prince. 

132. The Names of ten 
of the Privy-Council and 
Peers who made an Order 
on the 14th of Dec. 1688. 
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liver up their Arms. 

133, 134. The Duke of 
Grafton, by Order of the 


Lords, went with a Regi- 
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Irißß Soldiers. On the 


17th, K. James diſcharged 


a Popiſh Biſhop out of 
Newgate. Sir George Tre- 
by, Recorder of London 3 
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20. 1688, 
135, to 149 included. 
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- Aﬀociation to the Prince. 


Fifty four Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, made an 
Order, Dec. the 226, for 
Squire Gwin to ſign fuch 


Orders as they ſhould, from 


time to time make. On 
the 23d of Dec. K. James 


' went from Rochefter, The 
Addreſs of the aforeſaid 


Peers to the P. of Qrange, 
on the 25th of Dec. On 
the gth of Jan. following, 
about thirty Lords, and 80 
Gentlemen of Scotland ſign- 
ed a Paper to the fame 


Purpoſe. 


f. 


vacant; 


vent ion order'd the Thanks 
of both Houfes ſhould be 


returned to his Highneſs," 


in the Behalf of the whole 
Nation, &c. and order'd a 
Day of Thankſgiving for 
the great Deliverance, &c. 
On the 28th of Jan. the 


 Commonsvoted the Throne 
and on the 6th, 


the Lords conſented to the 


ſaid Vote. | 
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143. The Word Abdi- 
cated explained. 


144, 145. The Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal], 
and Commons, order'd the 


-Prince and Princeſs of 


Orange to be proclaim'd 
King and Queen. 
146. The Declaration of 


- the Nobility and Gentry, 


and Commonalty at Vor- 
tingham. 
147. Qur Biſhops, Clergy, 
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the Doctrine of Abſolute 
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148. The Doctrine of 
ure Divine, never heard 
of 'till James the Firſt's 
Reign. 
149. No Abſolute Paſſrve- 
Obettence in the Time of 
the Children of I/rael, 


prov'd by many Examples 
of their Reſiſting their 
Kings. 


150. The Primitive Chriſ- 
tians, and others, reſiſt 
their Emperors for their 
Tyranny. 

151. including 154. Se- 
veral Declarations in Queen 
Elixabeth's Time, of the 
Convocation of the Clergy, 
and the Parliament of Eng- 
land who juſtify the Pro- 
teſtants in their reſiſting of 
their Evil Princes, who 


J. 
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C. 


J. 


J, 


J. 


vit 


gave her Money to aſſiſt 
the Scotch, French, and 
Dutch Proteſtants. And 
the Biſhops and Clergy of 
England aſſiſted the Pro- 
teſtants of France in K. 
Charles the Firſt's Reign. 

155. The Proteſtant Prin- 
ces of Germany reſiſt their 


Emperors, - | 
I 56, including 162. Biſhop 
ewel, Luther, Melanfon, 
. Chry/oftome, &e. allow 
of Reſiſtance. . . 
157, 158. Biſhop Bil/e 
and Biſhop Abbot allow of 
Reſiſtance. | 
160, 161. Seven Princes 
and Twenty Four Pro- 
teſtant Cities reſiſt their 
164, 165, 166. Zuinglius, 
one of the firſt Reformers, 
Lucifer de Cagliari, St. 
Athanaſius, and St. Auſtin 
for Reſiſtance, 
167, 168. TheSucceſs and 
Conſequence of Re- 
iſtance in ſeveral Coun- 
tries. 
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tween our Caſe and that 
of the firſt primitive Chriſ- 
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169. The Prophets and 
ancient Jeus, as well as 
the primitive Chriſtians, 
Strangers to the Doctrine 
of abſolute Paſſtve-Obedi- 
ences 
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unlawful, then both Jetos 


and the primitive Chri- 


ſtians are guilty of Rebel- 
lion. 

171. Abſolute Obedience 
due only to our Laws. 
To allow Paſfive-Obe- 


dience to be reviv'd in any 


other Senſe, is to ſuffer the 
Queen and both the Con- 
vention-Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to be call'd Rebels 
and Traitors. 

172. Juſt Reſiftance 


founded in Self-Defence, 


q, 


g. 


abſolute Submiſſion a kind 
of Self-Murder. 

I To Paragraph 1 
insladed. Leven 2 
againſt the . Paſſive Doc- 
trine. 

180. The Legiſlature, the 


Ordinance of God in Bri- 


tain, and the executive 
Power in our Kings, Sc. 
181. The Doctrine of 
abſolute Paſſive- Obedience 


J. 


- Ordinance of God, c. 


diſprov'd by contradicting 


the glorious Attributes of 
God, &c, 

182, to 185. included. 
The Patriarchal Scheme 


conſider'd and refuted. 


J. 170. If all Reſiſtance be J. 186. An Objection (That 


if Government de diſturb 
for unlawful Proceedings, 
&c. how can it be fafe) Þ 
anſwer'd, = 
187. Rulers or Subjects, 
overturning the Confſtitu= ©? 
tion by Force, reſiſt the 


188, 189. An Account 
of the Government of 
King Charles the Firſt, 
taken out of Lord Claren- 
don's Hiſtory, 1ſt, Vol, 
Fol. Ruſhworth's Collect. 
1ſt. Vol. Fol. and WYhite- 
loct's Memorials, Fol. &c. 
without any Obſervation 


or Reflection. 


190. Dr. Sacheverell's . 
Aſſertion that the P. f 

Orange diſclaim'd all Re- 
ſiſtance, confuted from the 7 
25th Paragraph of His De- 
claration, and his other 
falſe Aſſertion, that tze 


Parliament declared that 


they ſet the Crown on his 
Head, uponnoother Title, 
but that of the Vacancy of 
the Throne, diſprov'd by 
the Vote of both Houſes 
of Parliament, in the 123d 
Page of this Book. 
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Kincpomsand NATIONS, Sr. 


J. 1. Overnment in general, as ordained 
(3 and inſtituted by God, is circum- 

— ſcribed and limited by him to be 
exerciſed according to the Laws of Nature, in 
Subſerviency to his owri Glory, and the Benefit 
of Mankind, All Rulers are confin'd by the 
Almighty and ſupreme Sovereign, to exert 
B their 


— O_o 


— r 
«a 0 


8 


their governing Power, for the promoting his 
Service and Honour, and to exerciſe their Au- 
thority for the Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity 
of thoſe over whom they are eſtabliſhed. Tho? 
there were no previous Compacts and Agree- 
ments between Princes and People as to theſe, 
yet Princes wou'd be obliged to obſerve them, 
foraſmuch as they are ſettled and determined 
by the Law and Appointment of the divine 
Legiſlator, and of the univerſal Sovereign, 
Whoſoever therefore refuſeth to govern, in Sub- 
ordination unto, and for God, and in order to 
the Protection and Benefit of the Community, 
ceaſeth to anſwer the Ends unto which Magi- 
ſtracy was inſtituted, and for wh. h rectoral Au- 
thority is eſtabliſhed over, and among Men. 
Nor is it in the Choice or Power of any Soci- 
ety, at their erecting the Forms of Government 
under which they are contented to live, and 
at their nominating the Perſons to whom they 
commit the Right of adminiſtring Juſtice to- 
wards, and over themſelves, and of withſtand- 
ing and avenging Injuries offered them by o- 
thers, to enlarge and extend the Power of thoſe, 
whom they conſtitute their Rulers, beyond the 
Limits and Boundaries by which God hath ſta- 
ted and confined Magiſtrates in the Charter of 
Nature and Revelation. Tho' People both may 
then, and afterwards abridge themſelves, as 
they think meet, in Things under their own Diſ- 
poſal, 
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poſal, and either contract or enlarge the Ruler's 
Power, in reference to what they have a Right 
to retain or depart from, for the real or ima- 
gined Benefit of the Com munity 3 yet they can 
no ways interpoſe in the Diſpoſal of the Rights 
which belong unto God, and which he hath 
incommunicably reſerved to himſelf; nor can 
they confer thoſe Meaſures and Degrees of Au- 
thority upon thoſe whom they elect and ad- 
vance to Magiſtracy, which God hath antece- 
dently precluded the one from beſtowing, and 
the other from receiving. For Example, n6 
Body, or Society of Men, can transfer a Power 
unto thoſe whom they ſele& and ſet apart from 
among themſrives to be Rulers over the Com- 
munity 3 by virtue whereof thoſe veſted with 
Magiſtratical Authority, can withdraw their 
Subjects from their Allegiance to God, or act 
arbitrarily in preſcribing and impoſing what Re- 
ligion they pleaſe, or deſtroy the meaneſt Per- 
ſon, ſaving upon a previous Crime, and a juſt 
Demerit. 

C. 2. No Man of common Senſe can imagine; 
that at the firſt Propagation of Mankind, there 
were ſuch Governments as are amongſt us at 
this Time. But in thoſe Times each Father, 
without being ſubject to any ſuperior Power, 
govern'd his Wife, Children, and Servants, ac- 
cording to his Will and Pleaſure. Now it ſeems 
very probable, that even at the Time of the 

B 2 Deluge; 
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Deluge, there was no Magiſtracy or civil Con- 
ſtitution, but that the Government was lodg'd 
only in each Father of his Family: For it is 
ſcarce to be imagined, that ſuch abominable 
Diſorders ſhould have been introduc'd, where 
the Power of Magiſtracy and Laws was exer- 
cis'd; and it is obſervable, that after once the 
Rules of Government were conſtituted, we do 
not find Mankind in general, run into ſuch E- 
normities, of which God Almighty was oblig'd 
to purge the World by an univerſal Puniſhment. 
Puſfendorf's Introduction to the Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope, p 1. 

J. 3. Now God having, in the Inſtitution of 
Magiſtracy, confined ſuch as ſhall be choſen 
Rulers, within no other Limits, in reference to 
our civil Concerns, ſave that they are to govern 
for the Good of thoſe over whom they come 
to be eſtabliſhed; ir remains free and entire to 
the People at their firſt Erection of, and Sub- 


miſſion to Government, to preſcribe and define - 


what ſhall be the Meaſures and Boundaries of 


the publick Good, and unto what Rules and 


Standard the Magiſtrate ſhall be reftrained, in 
order to his defending and promoting the Bene- 
ft of the Society of which he is created the 
civil and political Head. And every one being 
equally Maſter of his own Property and Li- 
berty, antecedently to their Agreement with one 
another, and to the Compatt of the Univerſa- 
lity, 
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lity, or at leaſt of the Majority with him, or 
thoſe whom they call to rule over them; it e- 
vidently follows, that rhoſe who come to be 
clothed with Magiſtracy, can lay claim to no 
more Authority over the Liberty, or pretend to 
no more Right in and over the Property of that 
Body Politick, than what the Community con- 
ferr'd upon them, and doth voluntarily diveſt 


' themſelves of, upon the Proſpect of the Ad- 


vantages ariſing to them from their living in 
Societies, and under Magiſtrates. We muſt ſup- 
poſe all Mankiad to have been infatuated, if 
they ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves to the Ju- 
riſdiction of one who had no antecedent Right 
to command them, meerly in order to their 
being in a worſe Condition than they previouſly 
were. And therefore ſeeing the Power, Extent 
and Latitude of the Magiſtrate's Power muſt 
owe its Original to ſome grant of the People, 
it is incumbent upon him to prove and juſtify 
the ſeveral Degrees and Meaſures oi Authority, 
and Prerogative which he pretends to claim, 
And what he cannot derive from ſome Concel- 
ſion of the Society, muſt be acknowledg'd to. 
remain ſtill veſted in the People, as their re ſer— 
ved Priviledge and Right. And whatever inju- 
rious Power he aſſumes and exerciſes over 'em, 
which he cannot prove their Surrender of from, 
themſelves unto him, argues not only his de- 
parting; from the Compact bet vixt him and the 
B 5 Com - 
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Community, by Virtue whereof he was ordain- 
ed and created their Ruler, but it renders him 
guilty of an Invaſion upon the Rights of the 
whole Society, and upon every individual Mem- 
ber of it. Force or Conqueſt give no juſt nor 
legal Titie over a People, by which the Con- 
queror becomes their Magiſtrate, until they, by 
ſome Conſent, either tacit or explicit, declare 
their Submiſſion to, and Acquieſcence in him, 
upon the beſt Terms which they can obtain, and 
that he 1s willing to grant. And as no civil 
Government is lawſul, but what is founded upon 
Compact and Agreement between thoſe choſen 
to govern, and them who condeſcended to be 
govern'd; ſo the Articles upon which they firſt 
ſtipulate the one with the other, become the 
Fundamentals of the reſpective Conſtitutions of 
Nations, and together with ſuperadded poſitive 
Laws, are both the Limits of the Ruler's Au— 
thority, and the Meaſures of the Subjects Obe- 
dience. To extend the Governor's Right to 
command, and Subject's Duty to obey, beyond 
the Laws of ones Country, is Treaſon againſt 
the Conſtitution, and Treachery to the Society 
whereof we are Members: And to diſſolve the 
Ties by which Princes ſtand confined, and o- 
verthrow the Hedges by which the reſerved 
Rights, Privileges and Properties of the Sub- 


jects are fenced about, tempts every Prince to 


become a Tyrant, and to make all his Subjects 
| Slaves. 
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Slaves. All previous Agreements, Stipu lations 
and Laws, are made inſignificant by that perni- 
cious and adulatory Doctrine of Non-reſiſtance, 
when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and 
the Conſtitution and Government openly at- 
tacked: Such a Doctrine trieks and cheats thoſe 


that were antecedently free, into a Nooſe, and 


State of Thraldom and Bondage, under the ſpe- 
cious and gilded Pretence of the divine Rights 
of Princes. 

J. 4. As it is by Virtue of Compacts, Stipu- 
lations, Compromiſes and Agreements, that all 
legal Governments have their Original and Eſta» 
bliſkment, that various and diſtin&t Forms ob- 
tain in different Countries, and that a Title and 
Right to exerciſe Authority, and the Method of 
arriving at it, is provided for and procur'd; fo 
every Subjects Allegiance is firſt owing to the 
Conſtitution, and to the Ruler only, in the 
Force and Virtue of what every Member of the 
political Society is bound unto, by the Terms 
of the original Pact and Settlement. Abſtract- 
ing from the Conſtitution, and the Obligations 
which it lavs us under, no Man can challenge a 
Right of commanding us, nor do we owe him. 
any Duty of Subjection and Obedience, Who- 
ſoever he be that, under a Pretence of being 
conſtituted Sovereign, does invade and ſubvert 
the fundamental Laws of the Society, he does 
thereby, ipſe facto, annul all the legal Right he 
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had to govern, and abſolves all, who were be- 


fore his Subjects, from the legal Engagements 


they were under of yielding him Obedience; ſo 
that the immediate and natural Effect of a 
Prince's claiming what the Rules of the Conſti- 
tution are ſo far from entitling him unto, that 
they preclude him from it, is the depriving him - 
ſelf of all right to claim any thing, and a re- 
ſtoring of the People to their State and Con- 
dition of primitive Freedom; of which, as they 
only diveſted themſelves by and upon the Terms 


of the Conſtitution, ſo they did not depart 


from it any longer than that ſhould be kept ſa- 
cred and inviolable, nor any further than was. 
covenanted and ſtipulated in, and by the Terms 
and Agreements therein ſpecified and contained : 

And ſeeing it proceeds from the Efficacy of the 
forementioned Contracts, that one Perſon be- 
comes advanced from the common Level to the 
Title and Aythority of a Sovereign, and that 
all others are, by their own Conſent, pur into 
the Condition of Subjects, there doth ariſe from 
thence, not oaly a mutual Relation betwixt him 
that governs, and them that are governed; but 
the firſt and higheſt Treaſon is that which is 
committed againſt the Conſtitution, and ſuch 
Crimes againſt the Perſon and Dignity of the 


ſupreme Magiſtrate, are only made and declared 


to be ſo, by Reaſon of the Capacity he is 
put into by the Conſtitution, of preſerving and 
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defending the Society, and becauſe it is needfu}, 
in order. to the Peace, Welfare, and Safety of 
the Community, that he ſhould be covered 
from all Danger, and rendered ſacred in his 
Perfon, and inviolable in his regal Honour, 
while he anſwereth the Truſt which the Peaple, 
upon their aſſembling and uniting into a Body 
Politick, committed unto him, and does net» 
ther depart from the eſſential and fundamental 
Terms of the original Compact, nor from their 
neceſſary Proviſions afterwards added, and en- 
acted for preſerving the Government in its pri- 
mitive State and Frame. So that they neither 
are, nor can be Traytors, who endeavour to pre- 
ſerve and maintain the Conſtitution; but they 
are the Traitors, who deſign and purſue the Sub- 
verſion of it; they are the Rebels that go a- 
bout to overthrow the Government of their 
Country, whereas ſuch as ſeek to ſupport and 
defend it, are the truly loyal Perſons, and do 
act conformable to the Ties and Obligations of 
Fealty. Nor is it merely the firſt and higheſt 
Treaſon in itſelf, that a Member of a politi- 
cal Society is capable of committing, to. go a- 
bout to ſubvert the Conſtitution; but it is alſo 
the greateſt Treaſon he can perpetrate againſt the 
Perion, Crown, and Dignity of the King; for 
ſuch an endeavour both annuls and vacates all 
his Title to Superiority over thoſe above whom 
he was exalted from the common Level, by 
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Virtue of the Conſtitution, and deprives him of 
all rightful and legal Claim of rectoral Autho- 
rity over the Society, by deſtroying the alone 
Foundation upon which it was erected, and by 
which he became veſted with it. By cancelling 
the Charter from which he deriveth and holdeth 
his governing Power, he not only makes his 


Title to Sovereignty precarious, but renders e- 


very Claim of that Kind, and every Challenge 
of governing the Community, to be an Invaſion 
and Uſurpation, 

CE. 5. To all which I will only further add 
under this Head, that as all legal Government 
is founded upon à mutual Stipulation and Com- 
pact, ſo the firſt and moſt abſolute Obligation 
ariſing from this Agreement, lies upon the 
Prince towards the People; whereas the Fealty 
and Duty, which by the ſaid Contract and Co- 
venant they bind and engage themfelves unto 
towards him, is in order but ſecondary and 
conditional. Whenever any Perſon is choſen 
from the reſt of the Society, and raiſed to King- 
ſhip upon a foregoing and previous Contract 
with the Community, he becomes upon the very 
accepting it bound abſolutely, and without Re- 
ſerve, to govern them according to the Terms and 
Meaſures which they have agreed and ſtipulat- 
ed, and to rule-them by the Tenor of the Laws, 
unto which they have circumſcribed and confined 
him. Whereas all the Obedience and Fealty which 


they, who by that Agreement have render'd them- 
ſelves 


E 

ſelves Subjects, owe unto their ordained and 
creared Sovereign, do derive their obligatory 
Power over them, and become due unto him, 
upon his governing them according to the con- 
certed and ſtipulated Conditions, and his preſer- 
ving unto them their reſerved Privileges, Liberties 
and Rights. 

J. 6. As Great Britain has been the moſt pro- 
vident and careſul of all Countries in reſerving 
to itſelf, upon the firſt Inſtitution of, and 
Submiſſion to Regal Government, all ſuch Rights, 
Privileges, and Liberties, as were neceſſary to ren- 
der it either renown'd, and honourable abroad, or 
ſafe, happy, and proſperous at home; ſo it hath, 
with a Courage and Magnanimity peculiar unto 
it, maintain'd its Privileges and Liberties, thro' 
3 a long Series of Ages, and either re-aſſured 
4 and ſecur'd them by new and ſuperadded Laws, 
-B when there were Endeavours to undermine and 
1 ſupplant them, or elſe hath vindicated them | 
1 with a generous Courage, even to the Depo- N 
| fition and Abdication of treacherous, uſurping 
"Me and tyrannical Princes, when more gentle, mild 
and Senatorian Methods were found weak, and 
ineffectual to cover and protect them to them- 
ſelves, and to convey and tranſmit them to ſuch 
as were to come after. The People of Britain 
have the ſame Title to, and Security for the 
Enjoyment of their Liberties and Properties, 
that our Kings have to their Crowns, or for 

De- 
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Defence of the Regal Dignity. For as they 
can plead nothing for what they enjoy or claim 
as Kings, but fundamental and poſitive Laws ; 
ſo the Subject's Intereſt in his Liberty and 
Property is convey'd unto him, by the ſame 
Terms and Channels, and fenced about with the 
ſame Hedges and Pales. Horn tells us in his 
Mirror, Chap. 1. That the Saxons having put 
an End to the Heptarchy, by Reaſon of the con- 
tinual Wars that attended the Reigning of ſo many 
Kings in ſo narrow a Compaſs of Land, they 
choſe themſelves one King to maintain and defend 
their Perſons and Goods in Peace, by Rules- of 
Lato, and made him ſwear, that he ſhould be 
obedient to ſuffer Right as well as his People ſhould 
be, For according to Brafon, Lib. 3. C. g. 
The whole Power of the King of England, 7s to 
do Good, and not to do Hurt; nor can he do any 
thing as a King, but what he can legally do. And 
as we know no King, but a King by Law; fo 
we are aſſured by PForteſcue, Lib. 1. c. 8. and 
3. c. 9. That he governs not his People by. a 
Regal and an Abſolute Power, but by a Politick, 
i, e. by a Limited Legal Power. Hence our 
Princes were, and are bound to ſwear at their. 


Coronation, That they would govern according 


to Law, and preſerve unto them all their Cuſtoms 
and Franchiſes, (Stat. of Provil. 25. Ed. 3.) 
Nor can we have a clearer Evidence of the. 


legal Extent of the King's Authority, and 


of 
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of the Dimenſion of the Obedience which the 
Subject is bound unto, than that which we have 
in the Oath of Fealty, formerly taken by the 
Subject; namely, That he ſhould be obedient to all 
the King's Laws, and to every Precept and Proceſs 
proceeding from the ſame. (Wilkins's Treat. Coron. 
Se. Court-Leet, &c. p. 140.) Nor is that 
unworthy our Obſervation, which Hen. I, writ 
to the Pope, when attack'd by him about the 
Matter of Inveſtitures, viz. That he could not 
diminiſh the Rights either of the Crown or of the 
Kingdom; and that if he ſhould be ſo abjeft and 
mean as to attempt it, the Barons and People of 
England repreſented in Parliament, would not 
allow or permit it. *Tis upon this Azcount 
afirm'd of an Engliſh King, That he can do no 
Wrong, becauſe he can do nothing but what the 
Law impowers him, For tho' he hath all Things 
ſubjected to his Authority, while he acts ac- 
cording to Law, yet there is nothing left to 
his arbitrary Will. The ſeveral Charters, eſpe- 
cially that ſtiled The Great Charter, in and by 
which our Rights ſtand ſecured, ſworn and 
entail'd unto us, and to our Poſterity; were 
not the Grants and Conceſſions of our Princes, 
but Recognitions of what we have reſerv'd unto 
ourſelves in the original Inſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, and of what had always appertain'd 
unto us by common Law and immemorial 
Cuſtoms, And tho? theſe Privileges and Li- 
berties 
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berties came to be more diſtinctly expreſſed 
and ſignally ratify'd in the Great Charter, than 
they had been before; yet they had not only 
been acknowledg'd and tranſmitted down in 
the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor, as the Birth- 
right of every Engliſhman ; which alſo, William; 
the firſt Norman King ratified as ſuch : But they 
had long before been collected into a Body 
by King Eagar the Saxon, and were only re- 
vis'd, repeated and confirm'd by the Confeſſor. 
But amongſt all the Rights and Privileges ap- 
pertaining unto us, that of having a Share 
in the Legiſlation, and being to be govern'd 
by ſuch Laws as we ourſelves ſhall chuſe; 
is the moſt fundamental and eſſential, as well 
as the moſt advantageous and beneficial : For 
thereby we are enabled to make ſuch ſucceſſive 
and continual Proviſions, as to the Preſervation 
of the Society, and the promoting either the 
temporal or eternal Welfare of the Subject, 
ſhall be found needful or expedient. And as 
by our being poſſeſſed of ſo great a Portion 
of the Legiſlative Power, and by our having 
a Right by ſeveral poſitive Laws to annual 
Parliaments, we can both relieve ourſelves 
from and againſt every thing that threatneth; 
endangereth, or oppreſſeth us, and furniſh, and 
accommodate the whole Community with all 
legal Succours and Means that are neceſſary 
for Peace, Preſervation and Proſperity; ſo 
heteiti 
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herein lies our ſignal Advantage and Felicity, 
that what we become intereſted in by a poſitive 
and Statute Law, it doth thereby and from 
thence, become a Part of our Right and Pro- 
perty, and not to be vreſted again from us 
but by our own Conſent. For as BraFon ſaith, 
Lib. 1. C. 2. (tho' it be alſo one of the firſt 
Dictates of Reaſon and common Senſe) Laws 
can neither be altered nor vacated, fave by the 
Conſent and Concurrence of the ſame Authori- 
ty by which they were made and enacted. *Tis 
true that the executive Part of the Government 
is, both by our Common and Statute Laws 
convey'd unto, and veſted in the King, but 
at the ſame time there is ſufficient Proviſion 
made, both in the Terms of our Conſtitution, 
and in our Parliamentary Acts, to prevent this 
from being hurtful unto us, unleſs our Sovereigns 
become guilty both of the higheſt Treachery, 
and withal make an Invaſion upon, and en- 
deavour the Subverſion of the whole Govern- 


ment. A Right of overſeeing the Execution 


of the Laws, being Prerogative inſeparable from 
the Office of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, becauſe 


the very Ends to which he is cloathed with 


rectoral Authority, and for which he is deſigned 
and eſtabliſhed, are the Conſervation of the 
publick Peace, and the Adminiſtration of Juſ- 
tice towards and among the Members of the 
Body Politick, All that cou'd be expected 
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from the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, or practi- 
cable by them, either upon the firſt Inſtitution 
of civil Government, or upon their after Im- 
provements, and farther Regulations of it, was 
to direct, limit, and reſtrain his executive 
Power committed unto the Sovereign, and to 
make him and his ſubordinate Miniſters ac- 
countable, in caſe they ſhould deny, delay, or 
pervert Juſtice, or be found chargeable with 
Male- Adminiſtration of the Laws. Now, never 
were a People more provident as to all theſe, 
than our Predeceſſors and Anceſtors have been. 
For as they have left nothing to the King's 
private Diſcretion, much leſs to his arbitrary 
Will, but have aſſign'd him the Laws as the 
Rules and Meaſures he is to govern by; fo 
they not only delegated it unto him, as a Truſt 
which he is to ſwear faithfully to perform, but 
they always reſerv'd a Liberty, Right and 
Power unto themſelves of inſpecting his Admini- 
ſtration, making him reſponſable for it, and 
of abdicating him from the Sovereighty upon 
uni verſal and egregious Failures in the Truſt 
that had been credited and conlign'd unto 
him, Of this we have indiſputable Evidence 
in the Articles advanc'd in Parliament againſt 
R. II. when he was depos'd from the Throne, 
and had the Scepter taken out of his Hand. 
Yea, to prevent all Dangers which might be- 
fall the W thro' the King's being truſted 


with 
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with the executive Power of the Government; 
he is not by our Conſtitution and Laws allowed 
to do any thing in his own Perſon; nay, not fo 
much as to draw and ſeal the Commiſſion of 
thoſe that are to act in his Name, and under 
him. And as nothing is accounted in our Go- 
vernment a Commiſſion, but what the Law 
authorizes and warrants; ſo he is liable to be 
proceeded againſt as the higheſt Criminal, that 
preſumeth to act in the Virtue of any other, 
An illegal Commiſſion is ſo far from convey- 
ing a Power unto any Man to act, that it is 
a greater Crime to do any thing upon the ima- 
ginary Authority of it, than it would be to 
commit the ſame Fact, without all Colour and 
Pretence of Power and Warrant. Seeing the 
Injury of the one Caſe doth not affect and termi- 
nate in him that receives it; whereas in the 
other it affects both the King, the Government, 
and the whole Body of the People. And as 
if it were not enough to ſecure us from an ill 
Uſe of the executive Power lodged in the King, 
that all the Commiſſions iſſuable from him are 
to be legal, or otherwiſe to be accounted null ; 
even they who ſtand warranted and impower'd 
to act by legal Commiſſiens are not only to 
be ſworn to execute them legally, but are ob- 
noxious to be puniſhed for every thing they do 
upon them that deviates from the Meaſures of 
the Law. And as 'tis the Duty, and hath been 

C the 
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the Practice of thoſe Princes who have been 
faithful to the Truſt repoſed in them, regardful 
of their own Honour, and juſt to the Kingdom, 
to puniſh their Officers and Miniſters for Mal- 
verſation, and for departing in their Adminiſtra- 
tion from the Rules of our Common and Sta- 
tute Laws; witneſs King Alfred, who cauſed 
forty-four Juſtices to be hanged in one Year, 
for illegal, falſe ard corrupt Judgments : So 
it belongeth to our Parliaments, as being one 
of the great Ends, as well as Reaſons, for which 
they ought to be frequently called and aſſem- 
bled, to enquire into, and to puniſh the Crimes 
of Judges, and all others employed by, and 
under the King, in the executive Part of the 
Government. From hence it is, that as the 
Houſe of Commons, among other Capacities in 
which they fit and act, are by the Conſtitution to 
be the great Inqueſt of the Kingdom, to ſearch 
into all the Oppreſſions and Injuſtices of the 
King's Miniſters ; ſo the Houſe of Lords, among 
their ſeveral other Rights and Privileges, ſtand 
clothed with the Power and Authority of the 
High Court of Fudicature of the Nation, who 
are to puniſh thoſe who have miſbehaved them- 
ſelves in all Courts, as well as thoſe whom in- 
ferior Courts have either connived at, or have 
been ſo wicked, a&unright-ouſly to juſtify. Of 
this all Ages afford us Precedents, and nothing 
but the Neglect of this, in not making ſo fre- 
quent 


0 7 

quent and fignal Examples of Parliamentary 
Juſtice, among the Miniſterial Diſpenſers of our 
Laws, and the Odicers of our late Kings, as 
our Anceſtors uſed to do, hath been the En- 
couragement and Cauſe of ſo many Uſurpations 
and Invaſions of the Laws, Immunities, Rights 
and Privileges of the Nation. 
J. 7. There being no natural or divine Law 

for any Form of Government, or that one Per- 
ſon rather than another ſhould have the ſo» 
vereign Adminiſtration of Affairs, or have Power 
over many Thouſand different Families, who are 
by Nature all equal, being of the ſame Rank, 
promiſcuouſly born to the ſame Advantages of 
Nature, and to the Ule of the ſame common 
Faculties; therefore Mankind is at Liberty to 
chuſe what Form of Government they like beſt. 
Can any Man ſuppoſe that God was not as much 
concern'd for 7taly, when it had but one Prince, 
as now when it has ſo many? and the like with 
Germany, and alſo with Switzerland, which was 
once one Commonwealth, under the Dukes 
and Marqueſſes of Auſtria, and now divided 
into thirteen Cantons, or Commonwealths, un- 
der popular Magiſtrates of their own ? England 
was firſt a Monarchy under the Britains, and 
then a Province under the Romans, and after 
that divided into ſeven Kingdoms at once, un- 
der the Saxons, and after them of the Danes, 
and then the Normans, and now a Monarchy 
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again under the Exliſp, and all this by God's 
Providence, or Permiſſion, who ſuffered his own 
peculiar People, the Jews, to be under divers 
Manner of Governments at divers Times; at 
firſt under Patriarchs, Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob; 
then under Captains, Moſes, Foſbua, & c. then 
under Judges, Othoniel, Ehud and Gideon, then 
under High-Prieſts, Eli and Samuel; then un- 
der Kings, Saul, David, and the reſt ; then un- 
der Captains and High-Prieſts again, as Zero- 
abel, Judas Maccabeus, and his Brethren, until 
the Government was laſtly taken from them, 
and they brought under the Power of the Ro- 
mans. And that God does approve of, or per- 
mit ſuch Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates, the Com- 
munity thinks fit to appoint, is plain by the 
Teſtimony of holy Scriptures ; when God ſaid 
to Solomon, By me Kings rule, and Nobles, even 
all the Judges of the Earth, Prov. viii. 16. that 
is, by his Permiſſion they govern, tho' choſen by 


the People. 


JG. 8. All politick Societies began from a 
voluntary Union and mutual Agreement of Men; 
freely acting in the Choice of the Governors, and 
Forms of Government. 

Jg. 9. The Safety of the People is the ſu- 
preme Law, and what they by common Con- 


| {ent have enacted only for the publick Safe- 
ty, they may without any Obſtacle, alter, 


when 
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when Things require it, by the like common 
Conſent. 

0. The rightful Power of making Laws 
to command whole politick Societies of Men be- 
longeth ſo prope:ly unto the ſame entire Socie- 
ties, that for any Prince, or Potentate, of what 
kind ſoever upon Earth, to exerciſe the ſame 
of himſelf, and not by expreſs Commiſſion im- 
mediately and perſonally received from God, 
or elſe by Authority derived at firſt by their 
Conſent, upon whoſe Perſons they impoſe Laws, 
it is no better than meer Tyranny. Laws they 
are not therefore which publick Approbation 
hath not made ſo. Hooker's Eccl. Pol. I. 1. 
S. 10. | 

C. 11. Whoſoever (ſays Ariſtotle) is governed by 
a Man without a Law, is governd by a Man and 
by a Beaſt. 

C. 12. Ariſtotle ſaith, That the whole King- 
dom, City or Family, is more excellent, and to 
be preferr'd before am Part or Member there- 
of. | | 

C. 13. By the Law of Nature, Salus Populi, 
the Welfare of the People is both the ſupreme 
and firſt Law in Government, and the Scope 
and End of all other Laws, and of Government 
itſelf, becauſe the Safety of the Body Politick 
is ever to be preferr'd before any one Perſon 
whatſoever, 

J. 14. No human Law is binding which is 
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contrary to Scripture, or the general Laws of 
Nature, 

C. 15. Religion doth not overthrow Na- 
ture, whoſe chiefeſt Principle is to preſerve her- 
ſelf. 

C. 16. As Magiſtrates were deſigned for 
the puhlick Good, ſo the Obligation ro them 
muſt be underſtood ſo, as to be ſtill in Sub- 
ordination to the main End; for the Reaſon 
of all Law and Government is the publick 
Good, | 

C. 17. A juſt Governor, for the Benefit of 
the People, is more careful of the publick Good 
and Welfare, than of his own private Ad- 
vantage. 

C. 18. The Power that is lodged in the Crown 
is only a Truſt, and nothing more; for no 
Prince has any other Right to the Throne, than 
what the Laws of the Land, or Voice of the 
People gives him ; for he cannot have a Right 
by Nature, he has no mare Power or Authority 
from God, before he is a Magiſtrate, than ano- 
ther Man; all Men are ordain'd of God, and 
have rower or Strength from him, either to 
do Good or Evil, and God Almighty permits 
them to do either. The Prince has his Autho- 
rity from the People, or the Law, which chuſes 
or appoints him to be ſupreme, of which he 
is only Executor, during the Intervals of Par- 


liament. The Law is the Rule and Power of. 
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his Government, (and the Meafure of the Peoples 
Submiſſion and Obedience) beyond which he 
hath no juſt or rightful Power in his politick 
Capacity. 

G. 19. The ſupreme Authority of a Nation 
belongs to thoſe who have the legiſlative Autho- 
rity reſerv'd to them, and not only to thoſe 
who have the executive, which is plainly a Truſt 
when it is ſepzrated from the legiſlative Pow- 
er; and all Truſts, by their Nature, import 
that thoſe to whom they are given, are ac- 
countable, tho* no ſuch Condition is ſpe- 
cified. f 

J. 20. All that know any thing of Britain, 
know that the Government of it is a mixed 
limited Monarchy, where the ſupreme Power is 
divided between the King and People (7. e. the 


Lords and Commons) ſince he can neither raiſe 


Money, nor make, or annul Laws without 
them; and thoſe Laws are a Rule to both, a 
common Meaſure to him of his Power, and 


to them of their Obedience; the Government 


is call'd a Monarchy, becauſe that Kind is pre- 
dominant in the Conſtitution, the King having 
his Share in the ſupreme Power, and the chief 
executive Part or Adminiſtration is ſingly in 
him, ? 

C. 21. There muſt be in every Government 
a Power to preſerve itſelf, not only againſt 
force from without, but againſt Violence, and 
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every Thing elſe that is deſtructive from within: 
As a Man preſerves his Perſon from Diſeaſes, 
as well as defends it againſt Violence. He can- 
not renounce this Power, becauſe Self-Preſer- 
vation is, and will always bea Duty ; neither 
can a People united in Society, or Govern: 
ment, renounce the Power of maintaining that 
Society or Government, the Inſtrument of their 
Safety and Preſervation; for the Condition of 
all Subjects would be alice, whether under 
abſolute or limited Government, if it were not 
lawful to maintain and preſerve thoſe Limita- 
tions, ſince Will and Pleaſure, and not Law, 
would be alike in both the Meaſure of Obe- 
dience; for to have Liberties and Privileges, 
unleſs they may be defended, and to have none 
at all, is the ſame thing as to be govern'd by meer 
Will and Pleaſure, or by Laws ſubject to that 
Will and Pleaſure, 

CE. 22. Laws and Oaths in limited Govern- 
ments are Ties upon King and People, and muſt 
be interpreted according to the Nature of the 
Government, ſo as to prove Fences for the 
Conſtitution, and not to ſerve for handles to o- 
verthrow it; as the Coronation Oath, and Oath _ 
of Allegiance are, in effect, but ſwearing to the 
Conſtitution, in one to govern, and in the 0- 
ther to be govern'd, according to it. But if a 
Coronation Oath be a Tie upon a King only. 
to God, and the Oath of Allegiance be extend- 

ed 
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ed to an abſolute Subjection, then both King and 
People ſwear againſt the Conſtitution, inſtead 
of ſwearing to maintain it, as they ought to 
do. 

J. 23, The Laws are the Nerves and Si- 
news of Societies; and as the Magiſtrate is a- 
bove the People in his legal Capacity, ſo is the 
Law above the Magiſtrate, or elſe there cou'd be 
no Safety to the Conſtitution, 

J. 24. He who makes himſelf above all Law, 
is no Member of a Common-wealth, but a meer 
Tyrant whenever he pleaſes. 

J. 2g. He who is for deſtroying the Being 
of another, hath quitted (or has not) the Rea- 
ſon which God hath given to be the Rule (be- 
twixt Man and Man) of Juſtice and Equity, and 
hath put himſelf inta the State of War with the 
other, and is as noxious as any ſavage Beaſt 
that ſeeks his Deſtruction, 

C. 26. No Man in Civil Society can be ex- 
empted from the Laws of it: For if there be no 
Appeal on Earth, for Redreſs or Security againſt 
the greateſt Miſchief the Prince may do, or 
cauſe to be done by others, then every Man in 
that Society is in a State of Nature, with reſpect 
to him, or thoſe others. 

C. 27, The Principles of natural Religion 
give thoſe who are. in Authority no Power at 
all, but only ſecures them in the Poſſeſſion of 

that 
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that which is theirs by the Laws of the Coun- 
try. 

C. 28. Abſolute Monarchy is inconſiſtent with 
civil Society; and therefore can be no form of 
civil Government, which is to remedy the Incon- 
veniencies of the State of Nature. 

J. 29. No Man or Society of Men have 
Power to deliver up their Prefervation, or the 
Means of it, to the abſolute Will of any Man, 
and they will have always a Right to preſerve 
What they have not Power to part with, 

J. 20. No Power can exempt Princes from 
the Obligation to the eternal Laws of God and 
Nature. In ali Diſputes between Power and 
Liberty, Power muſt always be proved, but 
Liberty proves itſelf; the one being founded 
upon poſitive Law, the other upon the Law of 
Nature. | 

C. 31. If a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all 
Laws made for the well governing a Commu- 
nity, will act deſtructive to that Community, 
they are diſcharged, either from active or paſ- 
ſive Obedience, and indiſpenſibly obliged by the 
Law of Nature to Reſiſtance. 

C. 32. If a Man be a Wolf to a Man, no- 
thing forbids but that a Man may be a God to 
a Man. Therefore Antiquity hath enrolled Her- 
cules amongſt the Number of the Gods, becauſe 
he puniſhed Bujiris, Diomedes, and other Ty- 

rants, 
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rants, the Peſts of Mankind and Monſters of 
the World, The Roman Empire, as long as 
it ſtood free, was ſtiled Patrocinium Orbis Terra, 
&c. by Cicero, becauſe the Senate was the Ha- 
ven and Refuge of Kings, and of oppreſſed 
Kingdoms and Nations. 

C. 33. The ſame Reaſon that obliges People 
to ſubmit to Governors and Magiſtrates, when 
they govern according to the Laws and Conſti- 
tution of the Country, and act for the Good of 
the Society, does as much oblige the People to 
oppoſe them, if they deſign their Ruin or De- 
ſtruction: It cannot be ſuppoſed that God, who 
has obliged Mankind to preſerve their Lives, 
and conſequently to uſe the Means that are ne- 
ceſſary for that End, ſhould require People to 
ſuffer themſelves to be deſtroyed, or made Slaves, 
to gratify the Luſt or Barbarity of any ſin- 
gle Perſon, or a few who are by Nature their 
Equals, and only above them by being in an 
Office which the People erected for their own 
Convenience. 

C. 34. When the Chriſtian Religion is become 
a Part of the Subjects Property, by the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Country; then it is to be 
conſidered as one of their principal Rights: And 
ſo may be defended as well as any other civil 
Right, | 

C. 35. That Cauſe is juſt which defends the 
Laws; which protects the common Good; which 

pre- 
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preferves the State: And that Cauſe is unjuft 
which violates the Laws; defends the Breakers 
of the Laws; protects the Subverters of the 
Conſtitution. That is juſt which doth deſtroy 
tyrannical Government: That unjuſt which would 
aboliſh juſt Government, 

C. 36. What can be more abſurd than to 
ſay, That there is an abſolute Subjection due to a 
Prince, to whom the Laws of God, Nature, and 
the Country, have not given Authority ?. As if ſuch 
Men were as ſo many Herds of Cattle, or Beaſts 
of Burden, made for the Prince's Uſe. 

C. 37. The Reign of a good King reſembles 
that of Heaven, over which there is but one 
God; for he is no leſs beloved of the virtuous, 
than feared of the bad: And if human Frailty 
could admit a Succeſſion of good Kings, their 
Government would be preterable to all o- 
thers. 

J. 38. *Tis not the Title of a King, but the 
Power (derived from the Laws) wherewith he 
is inveſted, which makes the Difference bet wixt 
him and other Men. His Perſon is ſacred, and 
not to be reliſted, he being above every Mem- 
ber contained in the ſame Society, and there- 
fore cannot be reſiſſed or deprived of his Office, 
without the greateſt Sin of Robbery and Inju- 
ſtice imaginable, whilſt he continues the King, 
and becomes not the Enemy of his Kingdom. 
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J. 39. The Government which God ordained 
over the Children of Jfrael conſiſted of three 
Parts, beſides the Magiſtrates of the ſeveral 
Tribes and Cities. They had a chiet Magiſtrate, 
who was called Judge or Captain, as Jeſbua, Gi. 
deon and others, a Council of 70 choſen Men, 
and the general Aſſemblies of the People, and 
theſe Judges or Captains had not the Name or 
Power of Kings, neither was their Power tranſ- 
mitted to their Children, but made occaſionally 
as need required. Thus were Ebud, Gideon, 
Zephthah, and others ſet up: Wheoſcever will give 
Battle (ſay the People and Princes of Gilead) 
to the Children of Ammon, ſhall be Head over all 
the Inhabitants of Gilead, Judges x. 18. And 
knowing Jephthah 1% be a mighty Man of Valour, 
tho* he was the Son of a Harlot, the People made 
bim Head and Captain over them, Judges xi. 1, 11. 
When the Tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half that 
of Manaſſeb, had built an Altar by Jordan, the 
whole Congregation of the Children of 1/rael ga- 
thered together at Shiloh, to go up to War a- 
gainſt them, and ſent Phineas the Prieſt, and ten 
Princes of the Congregation, of each chief Houſe 
a Prince thoughout all the Tribes of 1/rae!, who 
were Heads of Thouſands, and this Meſſage 
was not directed to one Man, but to all the 
Children of Reuben, Gad, and Manaſſeb. And 
the Anſwer was ſent them by all, and Phineas 


and the ten Princes made their Report to- the 
Peo- 
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People of Iſrael, and all was quiet, Jeſb. xxii. 
And the like Aſſembly Jeſbua called to Sechem, 
compoſed of all the People or Tribes of Jrael, 
and he called for their Elders, their Heads of 
Families, their Judges and other Officers, and 
Joſbua ſpake unto all the People, and they a- 
greeing to what he propoſed, he made a Cove- 
nant and Law with them hefore the Lord, 
which was written in the Book of the Law, 
Joſb. xxiv. 

J. 40. After Jeſbua's Death the Proceedings 
of every Tribe were grounded upon Counſels, 
taken at ſuch Aſſemblies among themſelves for 
their own Concernments as appears by the Ac- 
tions of Judab and Simeon, & c. againſt the Ca- 
naanites. 

C. 41. When the Sons of Samuel were Judges 
over Iſrael, they took Bribes and perverted 
Judgment, therefore the Elders of 1/rael defired 
Samuel to make them a King, and tho' the El- 
ders are only mention'd to have aſked a King 
of Samuel, they ſeem to have been deputed from 
the whole Congregation, for God ſaid unto Sa- 
muel, Hearken to the Voice of the People in all that 
they ſay unto thee, 1 Sam. viii. 4, 7. The Jews 
in their creating of Judges, Kings, or other 
Magiſtrates, had no regard to Paternity, or to 
any who by extraction could in the leaſt pretend 
to the Right of Fathers: God did never direct 
them to do it, nor reprove them for neglect- 
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ing it; if they would chuſe a King, he com- 
manded them to chuſe one of their Brethren, 
(not one who called himſelf Father) and to 
chuſe him by Lot, and cauſed the Lot to fall 
upon Saul, a young Man (who was the Keeper 
of his Father's Aſſes) of the youngeſt Tribe: 
David and the other Kings of Iſrael and Judab, 
had no more to ſay for themſelves in that Point 
than Saul: All the Kings of that Nation be- 
fore and after the Captivity, ordinarily or ex- 
traordinarily ſet up, juſtly or unjuſtly, were 
raiſed without any Regard to any Prerogative 
they could claim or arrogate to themſelves on 
that Account. All that they had therefore was 
from the People that elevated them. Twas 
impoſſible for them to confer any thing upon 
thoſe from whom they received all they had; or 
for the People to give Power to Kings, it they 
had it not in themſelves ; which Power univer- 
ſally reſiding in every one, is that which we call 
Liberty, When God gave Liberty to his Peo- 
ple to make a King, he did neither conſtitute 
or elect any *rill they deſired it, nor command- 
ed them to do it themſelves, but left it to their 
own free Will, whether they would have a King 
or no King; nor were they appointed to take 
him out of any one Line: Every Hraelite might 
be choſen: None but Strangers were excluded ; 
and the People were left to the Liberty of chu- 
ſing and inſtituting any one of their Brethren, 
who 
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who was commanded not to multiply to himſelf 
Horſes, nor Wives, nor greatly to multiply to 


himſelf Silver and Gold; and this Law he was 


to keep in a Book, that his Heart might not be 
lifted up above his Brethren, Deut. xvii. But the 
whole Hiſtory of the Jews ſhew, that the Pride, 
Magnificence, Pomp and Glory uſurped by 


their Kings, was utterly contrary. to the Will of 


God, They did litt up their Hearts above their 
Brethren, which was forbidden by the Law of 
God. 

C. 42. And Joſephus paraphraſing upon that 
Place, ſays, They ſhall do nothing without 
the Advice of the Sanbedrim, or if they do, they 
ſha]l oppoſe them, Fo/. Ant. Jud. This agrees 
with the Confeſſion of Zedekiah, to the Princes 
(which was the Sanbedrim) The King can do no- 
thing without you, Jer. xxxviii. which ſeems to 
have been in purſuance” of the Law of that King- 
dom, which was written in a Book, and laid 
up before the Lord ; they were not to govern 
by their own Will, but according to that Law 
from which they might not recede. This was 
the Law gf God, not to be abrogated by Man; 
a Law of Liberty; directly oppoſite to the 
Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Will of any one 
Man. 

J. 43. 1 Sam. viii. 9, 22. God bids Samuel 
hearken to the Voice of the People, and make 
them a King; and Samuel told the People the Manner 
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of the Kingdom, and-wrote it in a Book, and laid 
it up before the Lord, 1 Sam. x. 25. *Tis 
plain, the Manner of the Kingdom ſignifies 
the Conſtitution of the Government, by which 
was meant the Conditions on which Saul was 
to be King, and they his Subjects; for tho? 
God had given him the Crown, it was to rule 
the People according to Juſtice and Laus; and 
this is meant in frequent Expreſſions, by going in 
and out befors them, referring to Juſtice being 
executed in the Gates; and Peace, and War; 
the King was to lead them in one, and direct in 
the other. This Manner of the Kingdom was 
told to all the People; that imply'd, the Con- 
ſent of the People was requir'd to make him King, 
without which, tho* Samuel! had anointed him, 
he was not own'd by the J/aelites, but went 
about his private Affairs, till after the Victory 
over the Ammonites. And this Compact between 
Saul and the People, being wrote in a Book, and 
laid up before the Lord, was a very gocd Equi- 
valent to an Oath, recorded on both' Sides, as 
an Oath of Allegiance, and his Oath of Govern- 
ment; yet they deſpis'd him, and ſaid; How 
ſhall this Man ſave us? 1 Sam. x. 27. They 
ſaw no Merit in the Man they expected; the 
King that they would have had, ſhould have 
been a Man of ſome Figure, whoſe Conduct 
had been tried, and Valour and Bravery had 
made famous among the Tribes; but when 
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they ſaw a Youth, mean and deſpicable in his 
Original, of the youngeſt Tribe of Vael, a Ben- 
jamite, they were diſappointed, they went away 
dejected, and refuſed him, notwithſtanding Samuel 
had anointed him, and God had ſingled him out 
by Lot. It ſeem'd as if God had own'd there 
was ſome Appearance of Reaſon in the Peoples 
diſlike of their King, and therefore he was not 
pleaſed to expreſs any Anger at the Contempt 
of their rejecting Saul, as it were owning, that 
a King ought to have perſonal Merit to recom- 
mend him; and therefore by his Providence 
he works upon the Peoples Judgment, and by 
a Miracle gives Saul the Merit which obtain'd 
the Peoples good Liking ; for Nabaſb the Am- 
monite, came and encamped againſt Jabeth-Gilead, 
and the Elders thereof ſent Meſſengers to Gibeah, 
who told the Tidings in the Ears of the People; 
and they lift up their Voices and wept; and Saul 
ſaid, what aileth the People that they weep ; and 
they told him the Tidings of the Men of Jabiſh. 
And ibe Spirit of God came upon Saul when he 
heard thoſe Tidings, and bis Anger wwas kindled 
greatly, and the Fear of the Lord fell on the Pea- 
ple, and they came out with one Conſent and flew 
the Ammonites. After the Battle was over, 
Samuel ſaid to the People, Come, and let us go 
to Gilgal, and renew the Kingdom there. And 
all the People went to Gilgal, and there they made 
Saul King before the Lord; that is, they accepted 

of 


bo C 35 J 
of him, 1 Sam. xi. 1, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15. Chap. 
xii. 13. Now therefore, behold tbe King whom 
ye have choſen, and whom ye have defired; and 
behold the Lord hath ſet a King over you. 

J. 44. All that do aſſert Unconditional Obe- 
dience do aſſert, that Kings derive their Au- 
thority from God alone: I deny that there ever 
was any King in the World that derived his 
Authority from God alone. Saul, the firſt 
King of 1/ae!, had never reign'd, but the Peo- 
ple deſir'd a King, even againſt the Will of 
God; and tho' he was ptoclaim'd King at Miz- 
pah, yet after that, he lived a private Life, and 
looked after his Father's Cattel, till he was crea- 
ted ſo the ſecond Time by the People at Gilgal + 
And David, tho' he had been anointed by the 
Command of God, was anointed the ſecond 
Time in Hebron, by the Tribe of Fudah, and 
after that by all the People of Mrael, who after 
that made a mutual Covenant betwixt him and 
them, 2 Sam. v. 1: Chap. xi. Now a Cove- 
nant lays an Obligation upon Kings, and teſtrains 
them within Bounds, according to that Covenant 
and Agreement, TJehciada the Prieſt, made Foaſh 
King in his ſtead, after the People had enter'd 
into Covenant one with another, 2 Kings xi. I 
confeſs that theſe Kings, and all that reign'd 
of David's Poſterity, wete appointed to the 
Kingdom, both by God and the People; but 
all other Kings, of what Country ſoever, I affirm, 
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that they are made by the People only; nor 
can it be made appear, that Kir gs are appointed 
by God any otherwiſe, than as all other Things, 
great or ſmall, are appointed by him, becauſe 
nothing comes to paſs without his Permiſſion, 
or Providence. The Throne of David was in 
a peculiar Manner call'd, The Throne of the Lord, 
it being a Type of our Saviour's everlaſting 
Throne in the Kingdom of Heaven; and from 
which Line our Saviour proceeded. But the 
Thrones of other Princes are no otherwiſe God's 
than all other Things in the World are his, 
Chron. xxix. 11, 12. Thine, O Lord, is the 
Greatneſs, &c. for all that is in Heaven, and in the 
Earth is thine. Both Riches and Honour come of thee, 
and thou reigneſt over all. 
C. 45. When Solomon was dead, the People 
aſſembled themſelves at Sichem to make Reho- 
boam, the Son of Solomon, King, thither he 
went, as one who ſtood for the Place. The People 
propoſe Conditions, upon which they were will- 
ing to admit him to the Government : He 
deſires three Days to adviſe; he conſults the 
old Men ; they perſwade him to comply with 
the People, then he adviſes with the young Men, 
who perſwade him to threaten the People with 
Whips and Scorpions ; and he anſwer'd the 
People as they adviſed him, When all Yael 
ſaw. that he hearken'd not to them, then they 
openly profeſſed againſt him, and declared the 
Right 
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Right of the People and their own Liberty, 
ſaying, What Portion have we in David? To thy 
Tents, O Iſrael! Now look to thy own Houſe, David. 
When the King ſent Adoram to them, they 
ſtoned him with Stones; and when Reboboam 
had prepared a great Army to reduce the 1 ae/ites, 
he was forbidden by the Prophet, 1 Kings xii. 
24. Thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up, nor 
fight againſt your Brethren, He calls them not 
Rebels, but their Brethren, Deut. xvii. 24. When 
thou art come into the Land, which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a King 
over me, like as all the. Nations about me, &c. 
Theſe Words confirm to us, that the Right of 
chuſing, yea, of changing their own Govern- 
ment is by the Grant of God himſelf, in the 
People. 

C. 46. This was a Gift beſtowed by God 
upon his Children and People. Nay, David 
himſelf was ſo far from taking upon him to 
be King, till the Tribe of Judah had choſen 
him, that he often acknowledged Saul to be 
his Lord, When Baanah and Recab brought 
the Head of 1/boſheth to him, he commanded 
them to be ſlain; becauſe they had killed a 
righteous Man in his own Houſe, 2 Sam. iv. 
which he could not have ſaid, if 1hboſbeth had 
unjuſtly detained from him the ten Tribes, 
and that he had a Right to reign over them 
before they had choſen him. The Word of 
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God did not make him King, but only fore- 
told that he ſhould be King, and by ſuch ways 
as he pleaſe], prepared the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple to ſet him up; and till the Time deſigned 
by God for that Work was accompliſhed, he 
pretended to no other Authority, than what the 
ſix hundred Men, who firſt followed him, and 
afterwards the Tribe of Judah, and at laſt all 
the reſt of the People conferred upon him. 
If David, tho' deſign'd by God to be King, 
and anointed by the Hand of the Prophet, 
was not King till the People had choſen him, 
and he had made a Covenant with them, it 
will be hard to find a Man who can claim a 
Right, which is not original from the People. 
And if the People of Vael could erect and 
pull down, inſtitute and abrogate, or transfer 
to other Perſons, or Families, Kingdoms more 
firmly eſtabliſhed than any we know, or have 
heard of; the ſame Right cannot be denied 
to any other Nations. And no other Reaſon 
can be given for the infinite Variety of Con- 
ftitutions that have been, and are in the World, 
than that the People who made them would 
have them ſo; which could not have been 
if God and Nature had appointed one general 
Rule for all Nations. And as the Rights and 
Liberties of a Nation may be utterly ſubvert- 
ed and aboliſhed, if the Power of the whole 
People, or Nation may not be employ'd to 
aſſert 
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aſſert them, or puniſh the Violation of them. 
But as it is the fundamental Right of every 
Nation to be govern'd by ſuch Laws, in ſuch 
Manner, and by ſuch Perſons as they think 
moſt conducing to their own Good, they cannot 
be accountable to any but themſelves for what 
they do in that moſt important Affair. And 
as the Saſety of all Nations conſiſts in rightly 
placing and meaſuring of Power, ſuch have been 
found always to proſper, who have given it to 
thoſe from whom Ulurpations were leaſt to 
be feared ; who have been leaſt ſubject to be 
awed, cheated, or corrupted , and who, having 
the greateſt Intereſt in the Nation, were moſt 
concerned to preſerve its Power, Liberty and 
Welfare. This is 'the greateſt Truſt that can 
be repoſed in Men, This Power was, by the 
Spartans, given to the Ephori, and the Senate of 
twenty eight; in Venice, to that which they call 
Concilio de Pregadi; in Germany, Spain, France, 
Sweedland, Denmark, Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Scotland, England; and generally all rhe Nations 
that have lived under the Goth:ick Polity, it has 
been in their general Aſſemblies; under the 
Names of Diets, Cortez, Parkaments, Senates, 
and the like. But in what Hands foever it is, 
the Power of making, abrogating, changing, 
correcting and interpreting Laws has been in 
the ſame; Kings have been rejected or depoſed , 
the Succeſſion of the Crown ſettled, regulated, 
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or changed. And I defy any Man to ſhew me 
one King amorg| all the Nations aforementioned 
that has any Right to the Crowa he wears, am 
ſuch Acts were good, 

J. 47. Cicero de Offic. I. 2. is thus tranſla- 
ted by Sir Roger L' uſtrange, p. 101, 102. Hero- 
dotus te ls us, That the Medians. choſe their Kings 
origina ly for the . Probity of their Manners, and 
in hopes of enjoying the uenefits of common Fuſtice; 
which I am perſwaded was the End and Practice 
likewiſe of our Predeceſſors. For when in old 
Time, the weaker were oppreſſed by the ſtronger, 
the People preſently betook themſelves to one 
more excellent than the reſt for their Protector: 
And it was his Part to relieve the diſtreſſed, 
and to make ſuch Proviſions that common 
Right might be done indifferently betwixt all 
Partics. And in making of their Laws they 
had the ſame Proſpect, as in the Choice of their 
Kings. The Thing propounded, was an equal 
and a common Right, without being ſo qua- 
lified. If under the Adminiſtration of ſome 
one Man that was juſt and good, they attained 
that End, they were well contented there to reſt; 
But in Caſe of failing, there were Laws invent- 
ed, which, to all under them, and at all Times, 
ſhould {till pronounce one and the ſame Sen- 
tence. This is clear, that in all Elections the 
People have ſtill had a Care to pitch upon him 
tor their Governour who was moſt reverenced 

for 
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for his Juſtice; always provided that he 
q were a Man of Prudence too. And what is 
it that a Nation would not believe itſelf a- 
ble to compaſs, under ſo auſpicious a Con- 

duct. | 
J. 48. Cæſar and Tacitus deſcribe the ancient 
Britains to have been a fierce People; zealous 
for Liberty; a free People; not like the Gauls, 
govern'd by Laws made by the great Men, 
but by the People. In Cæſar's Time they choſe 
Caſſivellaunus, and afterwards Caraſtacus, Arvi- 
ragus, Ga/gacus and others to command them 
in their Wars, but they retained the Govern- 
ment in themſelves. That no Force might be 
þþ put upon them, they met arm'd in their gene- 
2 ral Aſſemblies, and tho' the ſmaller Matters 
. were left to the Determination of the chief 
Men, choſen by themſelves for that Purpoſe, 
they reſerved the moſt important to themſelves. 
When the Romans had brought them low, they 
: ſet up certain Kings to govern ſuch who were 
8 in their Territories: But thoſe who defended 
| themſelves by the natural Strength of their 
Situation, or retired into the North, or the 
Iſlands, were ſtill govern'd by their own Cuſ- 
toms, and were never acquainted with domeſtick 
or foreign Slavery. Inter inſtrumenta Servitutis 
reges habuere, C. Tacit. The Saxons, or Anghi, 
were no leſs Lovers of Liberty, and under- 
ſtood the Ways of defendifig it: They were cer- 
| tainly 
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tainly the moſt powerful and valiant People 
of Germany. Ceſar and Tacitus inform us, 
that the ancient Britains and Saxons had no Mo- 
narchs; and that our Anceſtors had their 
Coun: iis and Magiſtrates, as well here as in 
Germany, that as ſoon as the Saxons came into 
this Country, they had their Mictlegemots, which 
were general Aſſemblies of the Noble and Free- 
Men, who had in themſelves the Power of the 
Nation : Sometimes they met by their Delegates 
in the Vittenagemots; in ſome Ages they were 
divided, in others united; ſometimes under 
Ca ains, in other Times under Kings; ſome- 
meeting perſonally in the Mi clegemots, 
ſometimes by their Delegates in the Wittena- 
gemols, does evidently teſtify that they ordered 
all Things according to their own Pleaſure; which 
being the utmoſt Act of Liberty, it remained 
inviolable under all the foregoing. Changes, as 
appears by the Conteſſion of Offa, ina, Alfred, 
Carutus, Edward, and other Kings. And, we 
may be” ſure, thoſe of the Norman Race can 
have no more Power, ſince they came in by 
the ſame Way, and ſwore, to govern by the 
ſame Laws. Theſe general Councils were called 
in the Time of Ina, The genera! Council of the 
Biſbops, Noblemen, Counts, all the wiſe Men, Elders, 
and People of ice whole Kingdom, Commune Con- 
cilium Epiſcoporum, Procerum, Comitum & om- 
nium Sapientum, Seftiorum & Populorum totius 


reg ui, 


. " WS 4 FFI 1 - Ly 2 F. = % 
x ey WS IN SY - "> 
3 1 


N 


N e ET No <8 
. 


CHER og A Gr tity Fines wy 
"> Van, R | 


5 
* 
5 
As 
1 
# © 
Ho 

4 
1 
8 
* 
5 


[047] 


regni. Bed. Eccl. Hiſt. In the Time of Edward 
the Elder, they were called, The great Council 
of the Biſhops, Abbots, Nabiemen and People. Wil- 
liam of Malmnſbury calls them, The general Senate 
and Aſſembly of the People. Senatum generalem & 
Populi Conventum. Sometimes they were (in ſhort) 
called, The Clergy and People; but all expreſs 
the ſame Power, neither received from, nor limit- 
ed by Kings, who are always ſaid to be choſen, 
or made, and ſometimes depoſed by them. The 
Reaſon of this is, that they who inſtitute 
Magiſtracy, beſt know whether the End of the 
Inſtitution be rightly purſued or not; and their 
Kings had no Power, but what was conferred 
upon them by the People. And all juſt Magi - 
ſtracies being the ſame in Eſſence, tho” differing 
in Form, the ſame Right muſt perpetually be- 
long to thoſe who put the ſovereign Power 
into the Hands of one, a few, or many Men. 
Thus the Romans did, when they created Kings, 
Conſuls, Military Tribunes, Dictators, or De- 
cemviri: And it is ridiculous to ſay, that thoſe 
Officers gave Authority to the People to meet 
and chuſe them; for they who. are choſen are 
the Creatures of thoſe who chuſe, and are no- 
thing more than others, 'till they are choſen. 
This is as certain in relation to Kings, as any 
other Magiſtrates, This Power of conferring 
the Sovereignty was likewiſe exerciſed in France 
by the People, who made Meroveus King, paſ- 

ling 
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ſing by the two Grand-children of Pharamond's 
Sons to Clodion, and excluded his Race, and 
gave the Crown to Pepin; who depoled Lewis 
le Debongir, and Charles le Groſs-;, who made 
five Kings, that were either Baſtards, or Strangers 
between him and Charles le Simple; who re- 
Jetted his Race, and advanced Hugh Capet ; 
who made Henry the Firſt, King before Robert 
his elder Brother, and continued the Crown in 
the Race of Henry for ten Generations, whilſt 
the Deſcendants of Robert were only Dukes of 
Burgundy : The like hath been done in Caſtile 
and Arragon, by frequently preferring the young- 
er before the elder Brother; the Deſcendants 
of Females before thoſe of the Male-Line in 
the ſame Degree; the more remote in Blood 
before the neareſt; and ſometimes Baſtards 
before the legitimate Ifſue: The ſame hath 
been done in England, before and ſince the 
Conqueſt, as doth appear by many following 
Examples, 

C. 49. Monſieur Mezeray, a great Hiſtorian, 
gives this Account of the Manners of the an- 
cient Germans: There were, if I miſtake not, three 
forts of Government among the Germans. In ſome 
Placis the People had the principal Authority, and 
yet they often elefied a Prince, or a Kin; ſome- 
times a Ceneral, whom we call Dube, from the 
Latin Na Dux. But the Power of theſe Chief's 


deſcended entirely on the Community, or People; ſo 
that 
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that it was always a nix d Democracy. In other 
Parts among the Gothones, the Kings reign'd 
with more Power, yet not to the Detriment of Li- 
berty : Their Royalty was limited by Laws, and 
the Reaſon of Things. As for Liberty, no People 
were ever ſo jealous of it, or ever defended it fo 
long, and ſo ſucceſsfully as the Germans, It may 
indeed be ſaid, That Liberty being driven out of 
the beſt Part of the World by the Roman Arms, 
took Refuge on the further Side of the Rhine, where 
ſhe had for her Compan:ons and Guards, Poverty, 
Innocence, Frugality and Modeſty ; and where, in 
the Faſtneſſes of Woods and Moraſſes, ſometimes on 
the defenſive, and ſometimes making couragious Sallies, 
ſhe combated five hundred Years together againſt 
Tyranny, and all her Train; I mean Ambition, 
Luxury, Voluptuouſneſs, Flattery, Corruption and 
Diviſions; the Inſtruments which that cruel Enemy 
of buman Race employs to forge Manacles and 
Fetters, The aforeſaid Monſieur, in the Be- 
ginning of King WILL IAM's Reign, diſ- 
courſing with a Perſon of Quality about the 
Difference of the Government in France and 
England, he broke out in this Expreſſion; O For- 
tunatos nimium, bona ff ſua norint ingligenas? We 
had once (ſaid he) in France the ſame Happineſs, 
and the ſame Priviledges which you have. Our 
Laws were made by Repreſentatives of our own. 
chuſing : Our Money was not taken from us, but 
by our own Conſent : Our Kings were ſubjeft to 
the 
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the Rules of Law and Reaſon. But now, alas | 
We are miſerable, and all is loft. Think nothing, 
Sir, loo dear to maintain theſe precious Advan- 
tages; and if ever there be Occaſion, venture 
your Life, your Eſtate, and all you have, rather 
than ſubmit to the Condition to which you ſee us 
reduc d. 

J. 30. The Election of Magiſtrates was the 
original of Succeſſion; for as the living more 
ſafely, and with the freer Enjoyment of Pro- 
perty was the original Cauſe that People aſſo- 
ciated themſelves into a Nation or Kingdom; 
ſo, for the better attaining that End, they did 
ſet over themſelves the beſt and the wiſeſt of 
their Brethren to be their Rulers and Governors, 
And this Adminiſtration was truſted in one or 
more Hands, and continued for their Lives, 
or for a longer or ſhorter Time, as the Conſti- 
tuents thought fit. Where the Government 
was under a King, he uſually held it for Life, 
and. then upon his Deceaſe, the People pro- 
ceeded to a new Election, 'till at laſt it fell 
into the Hands of ſome very excellent Perſon, 
who having more than ordinarily deſerved of 
his Country, the People, as well in Gratitude 
to him, as believing they could not make a 
better Choice than in the Branches that would 
grow out of ſo excellent a Stock, entail'd that 
Dignity upon his Poſterity. And this is the 
Juſt Riſe of Succeſſion z all others being unjuſt; 

for 
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for he that comes in by the Power of the Sword, 
may be deprived by the Power of the Sword; 
tis nothing but the Content of the govern'd 
can give a Right to Succeſſion. The next in 
Succeſſion to the Crown of England was for- 
merly reckon'd to have a very precarious Title, 
any further than his good Diſpoſitions and 
Capacities, to ſway the Scepter, did recommend 
him to the Aﬀections of the People; (*till the 
Time of William the Firſt, called the Conqueror) 
it being very common not only to break into the 
Succeſſion, but even to ſet aſide all that Family 
and Line, whenever it was known, taat the 
publick might ſuffer, by their being at the Head 
of the Government. Witneſs the preferring of 
Caſſibellan before his Elder Brother's Sons; Egbert, 
not next in Blood; Ethelwerd and Etbeltolf, a 
Monk, for want of a better, was advanced to 
the ſame Honour; Ethelſtan, tho* a Baſtard, 
and without any Title, was elected by the Con- 
ſent of the Nobility and People. Eldred, by 
the ſame Authority, was elected and preferred 
before the Sons of Edmond his Predeceſſor ; and 
Edward, Adalſton and Harold, who were all il- 
legitimate, were choſen; and E/dred againſt the 
Right of his two Nephews, Edway and Edwin ; 
and Canutus, a Foreigner; and Hardiknute with- 
out Title; and Harold; and Edward the Conſeſſor 
was elected King with the Conſent of the Clergy 
and People at London. Annuento Clero & Populs 
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Tondini in regem eligetur. Harold the Second, 
and William call'd the Conqueror, whilſt the next 
Heirs, Edgar and Etheling were living. William, 
called the Conqueror, confeſſed in his laſt Will 
made at Caen in Normandy, That he neither found, 
nor left the Kingdom as an Inheritance. ' Neminem 
Anglici regni conſtituo heredem, non enim tantum 
decus heditario jure poſſedi, ibid. F be poſſeſſed 
no Right, but what was conferred upon him, no 
more was conferred, than had been enjoy'd by the 
ancient Kings; according to the approved Laws 
which he ſwore to obſerve. Thoſe Laws gave 
no Power to any, till he was elected; and 
that which they then did give, was ſo limited, 
that the Nobility and People reſerved to them- 
ſelves the Diſpoſition of the greateſt Affairs, 
even to the Diſpoſition and Expulſion of ſuch as 
ſhould not well perform the Duty of their Oaths 
and Office, | 

51. After the Conqueſt, Anno 1087. Ro- 
Bert, the elder Brother was put afide, and 
Vil iam Rufus, the Second Son of William the 
Conqueror, was elected, after whoſe Death 
Henry the Firſt, his younger Brother, (tho' 
not next Heir) was choſen by the People, not 
ſummoned by Writ; and this Henry in his 
Charter acknowledged, that he owed his Crown 
to the Common-Council of the Realm. After 
the Death of Henry the Firſt, Stephen was cho- 


ſen King, againſt the ſuppoſed Right of Maud, 
the 
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the Daughter of Henry the Firſt. After his 
Death, Henry the Second was admit ted King, 
againſt the like Right of his Mother Maud. 
After the Death of Kichard the Firſt; King Jobn 
{Earl of Morton) was elected, and Arthur tlie 
next Heir diſinherited. After the Death of 
King John, Henry his Firſt-born was elected 
againſt the Right of Ari bur. Henry the Third 
was choſen againſt the like Right of Eleanor, 
Prince Arthur's Siſter. At the Death of Henry 
the. Third; the States of the Kingdom met 
and ſettled the Government; by - appointing 
Officers; and what elſe was netefſary for the 
Realm ; and Edward the Fourth was ſet up 
by the People, during the Life of Henry the 
Sixth. Whilſt the Lady Elizabeth, the true 
Heir of the Crown was living, Henry the Seventh 
was declared King, without joining her in Title, 
or ſo much as making any Mention of her 
Right. So that 'till Henry the Third, there 
is ſcarce to be found any Preſident of Sticceſſion ; 
and fince his Reign the Succeſſion hath been 
altered ſeveral Times, and the Crown ſhifted 
from one Family to another by Act of Parliament. 
Theſe ate ſufficient Proofs of the Power and Au- 
thority of the People. 

J. 52. Richard the Third being entreated 
by a Petition delivered in a Roll of Parchment, 
in the Name of the Three Eſtates of Par- 
Hiament, to accept the Crown, at firſt modeſtly 

| |" i refuſed g 
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refuſed ; but afterwards he ſaid, Sith we well 
perceive, that all the Realm is ſo ſet, whereof we 
be very ſorry, that they will not ſuffer, in any 
wiſe, King Edward's Line to govern them, whom 
ne Earthly Man can govern againſt their Wille; 
and well alſo we perceive, that no Mun there 
is, to whom the Crown can by juſt Title appertain, 
as to ourſelf, as very right Heir, lawfully begotten 
of our moſt dear Father, Richard, late Duke of 
York, to which Title is now joined your Election, 
the Nobles and Commons of this Realm, which 
we of all Title poſſible, tate for the moſt effetual, 
we be Content, Speed. Fol. 9o8, Numb. 63. 
And then an Act of Parliament paſſed to eſta- 
bliſh King Richard the Third's lawful Elec- 
tion, Id. Fol. 911. and ſequent. Cot. Records, fol. 
709, to 714. BEE: + 

C. 53. By a Clauſe in King Henry's Char- 
ter it is ſaid, F the King invades thoſe Rights, 
(meaning the Rights of the People) it is lato- 
| ful for the Kingdom to raiſe againſt him, and to do 
him what Injury they can, as tho* they o d him 
no Allegiance. By an Act of Parliament of 
the 12th of Richard the Second, it was En- 
acted, That if the King, thre* a fooliſh Obftinacy, 
and Contempt of his People, or perverſe froward 
Will, or by any other irregular Way, ſhall alienate 
himſelf from his People, end will not be gevern'd 
and regulated by the Rights of the Kingdom, and 
laudable Ordinances made by the Council of the 

Lords, 
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Lords, and great Men of the Realm, ut Hall 
headily in his mad Councils, exerciſe his own ar- 
bitrary Will; from thencefo1th it is lawful for 
them, with the common Aſent and Conſent of the 
People of the Realm, to abrogate or depoſe him 
from the 1 brone, and ſet up in his fiead, ſome- 
body of Kin, or near of Kin to the Ring of the 
Royal Stock : Which gives a Latitude for 
ann aux deſerving Perſon of the Royal 
Stock. 

F. 54. By the Acts of Parliametit of the 
25th and 28th of Henry the VIIIth, it is de- 
clared, That if ſuch Heirs as are there appoint- 
ed, without Regard to the Scotch Family, ſhould 
fail, and no Proviſion made in the King's Life- 
time, who ſhould rule and govern this Realm, 
then the Realm all be diflitute of a lawful Go- 
vernor. | 

J. 35. The Act of the 13th of Elizabeth, 
C. t. makes it Treaſon in any after · Time 
to deny the Power of Parliament, to limit, 
or alter the Succeſſion; and adds a Penalty 
upon them who ſhould affirm, That any But 
the Iſſue of the Queen's Body had Right to ſucceed 
after her. 

C. 56. King Alfred acknowledged in his 
Will, joined to his Life by Mencuenſes, that 


he owed his Crown to the Bounty of his Princes, and 


of the Elders of his People. 
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C. 37. The Power which the People of 
England had in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, 
during the Time of the Saxons, is confirmed 
to us by that Noble Record which Sir Henry 
Spelman, hath cited, Concil. Vol. 1. p. 291. 
That in a Parliament beld in Calebuth, Ann. 787. 
it was ordain'd and enacted, that the King ſhould 
be elefied by the Parliament: And being choſen, 
they ſhould have prudent Councellors fearing God. 
And this Right over the Crown, and about 
the Diſpoſal of it, which our Anceſtors chal- 
lenged and exerciſed all the Time of the Saxons, 


they have maintained and exerted with no leſs 


Courage and Vigour, in every Ape fince the 
coming in of the Norman Race. 

C. 58. William the Firſt (who is unjuſtly 
ſtiled the Congueror, having ſubdued none but 
Harold, and thoſe that abetted him) did obtain 
the Crown by a free Choice and Submiſſion 
of the Peers and Body of the People; and 
before his Coronation, he was made to ſwear, 
that he would govern the People juſtly, and 
keep and obſerve unto them all their old 
Laws, and Conſent unto the having ſuch 
further Laws enacted, as ſhould be needſul for 
the Preſervation and Proſperity of the Realm. 

J. 59, The Learned Braffon, a famous 
Lawyer in Heary the Third's Reign, I. 2. c. 16. 
and Fleta, I. 1. c. 17, faith, That in governing of 
the People, the King bas above him the Law, by 


which 
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to hich he is conſtituted King, and his Parliament; viz. 
T he Earls and Barons ; the Earls in Latin being 
called Comites; that is, Companions and Fellows : 
Now be that has a Fellow, bas a Maſter ; whereof 
if the King become lawleſs, they muſt give him 
Law, and curb him. When we ſpeak of curb- 
ing a King, who is in Arms, in order to oppreſs 
the State, it 1s evident that it imports an 
obliging him by Force, either to renounce 
| his tyrannical Courſes, or force him to leave 
the Land. 

C. 60. Bradten further ſays, The King doth 
no Wrong, in as much as he doth nothing but by 
Law. Poteſtas Regis eft poteſtas Legis, poteſtas 
juris non injuriæ, Brat. de Leg. Angl. The 
Pocver of the King is the Power of the Law; a 
Power of Right, not of Wrong, Again, Qui 
fi facit injuriam, non eſt Rex, Ibid. F the King 
does Injuſtice, he is not King, In another place 
he has theſe Words, Exercere igitur debet Rex 
poteſtatem juris ſicut Dei vicarius & miniſter in 
terra; quia illa poteſtas ſolius Dei eſt, poteſtas autem 
injuria Diaboli eſt non Dei, & cujus horum opera 
fecerit Rex q̃us Miniſter erit, Igitur dum facit 
juſtitiam Vicarius eſt regis æterni: Minifler autem 
Diaboli dum declinet ad injuriam, Ibid. I. 3. The 
King therefore ought to exerciſe the Power of the 
Law, as becomes the Vicar and Minifter of God 
upon Earth; becauſe that Power is the Power 
of God alone; but the Power of doing Wrong is 
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the Power of /tye Devil, and not of God; and the 
King is his Miniſter, whoſe Work he does. Whilſt 
be does Puſtice, he is the Vicar of the Eternal King; 
but if be defiett from it, to att un, be 
35 the Minijler of the Devil, He alio ſays, 
that the King is, Singulis Major, Univerſis Mi- 
wor, 

J. 67. In the Laws of Edward the Confef- 
ſor, of immortal Memory, for his collecting 
and ſtrict obſerving the Laws of the King- 
dom, as well as for the admir'd Sanctity of his 
Lite, it is written, That the King ought to do all 
Thinss in his K ngdom according to Law, and by 
the Judgment of his Peers. St, Edward's Law 
goes further, that unleſs the King perform his 
Duty. ana anſwer the End for which he was conſti- 
tuted,” not ſo much as the Name of a King ſhall re- 
main in him. 

C. 62. William Rufus, Henry the Firſt, and 
Stephen, got the Conſent of the People, by 
prumiſing to grant them their uſual Laws and 
ancient Cuſtoms, Henry the Firſt, Richard the 
Firſt, King John, and Richard the Second, 
obliged themſelves at their Coronation to grant 
them, and then the People conſented to own 
them as their King; and Richard the Firſt, and 
King John, were conjured by the Arch-Biſhops 
no: to take upon them the Crown, unleſs they 
intended to perform their Oaths. If any King 
refuſed ſo to do, the Nobles thought it their 

Con- 
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Concern to hinder his Coronation, *till he 
had either made, or promiſed this Engage- 
ment. Henry the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, 
were only Kings by Act of Parliament: And 
. by what Inſtances have been quoted (and many 
more that might be given) it appears that the 
Kings of England were Kings by virtue of a 
Compact made between them and the People. 
This is apparent by the Compact made with the 
Conqueror, by the Nobility and Commonalty of 
England. 

C. 63. Florence of Worceſter, Simon of Dur- 
ham, and R. Hoveden, expreſly ſay, That Wil- 
liam, called the Conqueror, made a League, or 
Compact, with the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Earls, 
and Nobles of the Lend, who met him at Beor- 
cham, and ſwore Fealty to him; ſo he recipro- 
cally, being required ſo to do by the Arch- 
Biſhop of York, made his perſonal Oath be- 
fore the Altar of St. Peter, To defend the Holy 
Church of God, and the Reflors of the ſame, to 
govern all the People ſulject to him juſtly, to eſta- 
bliſh equal Laws, and to ſee them daily executed, 
And Ingulphus, his Secretary, ſaith, That be, 
under the ſevereſt Penalties, procloitmed, That 
the Lows of King Ed ward the Confeſſor ſhould 
be perpetual, authentical, and be obſerved inviolably 
thro” the whole Kingdom of F.,ngiand, and as ſuch 
he commended them to his Juſtices, R. Hoveden. 
ſaich further, That he commanded the Laws of 
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King Edward to be obſerved in all Things: 
And that, in the Fourth Year of his Reign, by 
the Counſel of his Barons, he made the noble aud 
wiſe Men of England to be ſummoned through- 
out all the Provinces of England, that he might 
bear from them who were ſkilled in. their Law, 
their Rights and C uſtoms ; and that Twelve Men 
were choſen out of every Caunty, who ſwore, to 
their Power, to tread in a right Path, neither 
turning io the right Hand, or to the Left, and to make. 
known to him the Cuſtom and the Eſtabli ſbment of 
thur Laws. 


C. 64. Henry the Firſt, and Stephen who 
ſucceeded Henry, made a Compact and a- 
greed, and promiſed an Amendmenr of the 


Laws. 


J. 65. The original Compact (ſaith M. Paris) 
was, That the King ſhould govern them according 
to the Tenor of ſuch ancient Laws and original 
Cuſtoms, as were received among them, accord. 
ing to the good, approved, and ancient Laws of 
the Kingdom. The Liberties in which the Nebles 
confided, ſaith M. Weſtminſter : The Laws of 
their Country, ſaith V. of Ma!mſbury : The Laws 
of King Edward, ſay the aforementioned Au- 
thors : The proper Laws and ancient Cuſtoms 
in which their Fathers lived, ſay Heveden, and 
the Chronicle of Litchfield : The Laws of Eng- 
Ja od; the ancient Laws of this Realm, originally 
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clabliſbd, ſay our Statutes: The Laws of the 
Land; the good Laws of the Land, ſaith the 
Oath of Richard the Second: The Charters 
of the Liberties of England; the common Li- 
berty, ſay the Contenders for them with King 
Jobn and Henry the Third: The fundamental 
Laws of the Kingdom, let it be obſerved, There 
are frequent Repetitions of theſe or the like 
Expreſſions of a Contract by the following 
Princes of this Realm, as appears by the Oaths 
they took at their Coronation, to preſerve to 
the People their ancient Rights, Liberties, ori - 
ginal Cuſtoms and Laws, and by the conti- 
nual Claim the People made to the Laws of 
their Country, the Laws of King Edward, and 
Magna Charta, as their Right. Our Anceſtors 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary, that whoever 
wou'd be their King ſhould make a Compact 
with them; and be as much engaged by 
Oath to grant their Privileges to them, as they 
were to ſwear Allegiance to him, and com- 
monly that was firſt done by their Kings, be- 
fore they would engage to be their Sub- 
jets. And then it muſt be as reaſonable, 
that he who doth continue to be their 
King, ſhould continue to perform his Oaths, 
and grant to them their Privileges, as 
ſor them to continue in their Duty and 
Allegiance. And when theſe Patria Leges, 
theſe ancient Laws of their Country were vio- 
lated, 
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lated, they conſtantly complain'd of the In- 
Juſtice of the Action, requiring the Obſerva- 
tion of them; and when they could not pre- 
vail by fair Means, they quitted their Sub- 
jection, and ſought to recover their Right by 
Arms. In ſhort, this Oath and Compact is 
the very Ground and Cauſe of the Oath of 
Allegiance , accordingly the Lord Chancellor 
Forteſcue, declares, J. g. p. 23. that our Kings are 
Politica! Kings, who receive their Power from 
the People. | 
. ©. 66. Grotius de Jure Bell, I. 1. C. 3. S. 11. 
ſaith, Succeſſion alone does not denominate the 
Manner, or ſpecify the particular Form of the Go- 
vernor, but is only a Continuation of that Right 
which was firſl ſettled; and as much as was 
frſt given, is afterwards continued by Succeſſion, 
and no more, And then with him we may rea- 
ſonably infer, that Succeſſion only brings down 
to Kings what the firſt Election gave, and 
makes them only Kings according to Compact, 
and with the Condition agreed on at the firſt 
Admiſſion of their Progenitors to the Exerciſe of 
the Royal Authority. 
J. 67. In the Year 1253. there was af- 
ſembled a very full Parliament, to whom King 
Heniy the Third prom:ſed faithfully to ratity 
Magna Charta, and iaichtully to obſerve all 
the Articles of it, which King en, and he, 
at bis Coronation, and often ſince, had ſworn 
to 
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to obſerve. And this was done in the moſt 
ſolemn and ceremonial Manner that could be 
deviſed: For the King, with all the great 
Nobility of England, all the Biſhops, and chief 
Prelates, in their Ornaments, with burning 
Candles in their Hands, aſſembled to hear the 
terrible Sentence of Excommunication upon 
all the Infringers of the ſame; and at the light- 
ing of thoſe Candles, the King having one in 


his Hand, gave it to one of the Prelates, ſaying, 


It becomes not me, who am no Prieſt, to bold this 
Candle; my Heart ſhall be a greater Teſtimony ; 
and withal, laid his Hand on his Breaſt the 
whole Time the Sentence was reading, which 
was thus pronounced, In the Name of the Omni- 


potent Cad, &c. which done, the Charter, of 


King Jobn his Father was read, In the End, 
having thrown away their Candles, they cryed 
out, So let them who incur this Sentence be ex- 
tin, and ſtink in Hell, and the King with a 
loud Voice ſaid, As God help me, I will, as a 
Man, a Chriftian, a Knight, @ King crowned and 
anointed, - inviolab!y obſerve all! theſe Things, But, 
notwithſtanding all this, the King the very 
next Year broke his Oath ; and continuing to 
govern contrary to the Charter, inthe Year 126 3. 
the Barons made War upon him, under the 
Command of Siman of Manfart, who ſucceeded 
ſo far, as to take the King and his Sons Pri- 
ſoners ; but the Prince eſcaping out of Priſon, 
fights 
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fights with Simon Hand to Hand, and flew 
him. The Hiftorians of thoſe Times calFd 
him not a Rebel, nor a Taytor, but a moſt 
devout Servant of God, and the Church, and 
a moſt faithful Protector, Shield, and Defender 
of the Kingdom of England, and a Martyr for 
the Liberties of Church and State, Chron. de 
Marl. p. 228. At the End of theſe Wars, 
in the Year 1269. a Parliament was held at 
Marllorcugb, where the Statutes, call'd, The 
Statutes of Mariborough, were enacted; in the 
fifth Chapter of which, it is decreed, That the 
great Charter, and the Charter de Forreſta ſhall 
be obſerved in all their Artic.es, both concerning 
the King aud his Subjects. And here (faith the 
Lord Coke) it is to be obſerved, That after this 
Parliament, neither Magna Charta, nor Charta 
de Forreſta, was ever attempted to be impugned, or 
queſtioned, whereupon Peace and 7 ho ane have 
fince enſued. Inſt. I. 2. p. 102. 

J. 68. Magna Charta being only an Abridg- 
ment of our ancient Laws and Cuſtoms, the 
King that ſwears to it, ſwears to them all, 
and is not admitted to be the Interpreter of 
it, or to determine what is Good or Evil, fit 
to be obſerved or annulled in it, and he can 
bave no more Power over the reſt, This having 
been confirmed by more Parliaments than we 
have had Kings fince that Time, the ſame 


Obligation muſt ſtil] lie upon them all, as upon 
| Fohn 
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Joby and Henry, in whofe Time that Claim of 
Right was compiled. We know the Value 
our Anceſtors ſet upon their Liberties, and 
the Courage with which they defended them; 
and we can have no better Example to en- 
courage us, never to ſuffer them to be violated or 
diminiſhed. 

J. 69. The Nobility of England, as the 
Lord Coke obſerves, have ever had the Laws 
of Enzland in great Eſtimation and Reverence, 
and would never ſuffer them to be changed. 
This made Henry the Firſt (ſaith he) write to 
Pope Paſcal thus; Let your Holineſs k:12v, that, 
by the help of God, hill I live, the Dignities 
and Cuſtoms of our Kingdom of England hall 
not be diminiſhed ; and if I, which God forbid, 
ſhould ſo far dejctt myſelf; mv Nobles, and all the 
People of England, would never ſuffer them to be 
alter d. Inſt. I. 2. p. 97. 

C. 70. In the Letters which all the Nobi- 
lity of England, by Aſſent of the whole Com- 
monalty aſſembled in Parliament at Lincoln, 
wrote to Pope Boniface, we find theſe Words ; By 
Virtue of our Oath, we are bound to the Obſer- 
vation and Defence of the Liberties, Cuſtoms, and 
the Laws of our Country, which by the belp of © 
God, wwe will defend with our whole Power ; nor do 
we, nor will we permit our Lord, the King, tho* be 
were willing, to attempt Things ſo unuſual, undue, 
and prejudicial to the Royal Dignity : And this 

Was 
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was ſealed by 104 Earls and Barons, in the Name 
of all the Commonalty of England. Rot. Parl. 
28, Ed. 1. 

J. 71. King John received the Crown by Way 
of Eleftion, as being choſen by the States, ſaith 
Daniel, p. 127. M. Paris faith, That all con- 
ſented to the Speech of the Arch biſhop, that none 
ought to ſucceed another in the Kingdom, unleſs 
be were Elefed by the Community, and thereupon they 
Elefed the Count, and took him for their King. M. 
Paris, p. 138. 

C. 72. King James in his Fourth Speech 
at Whitehal/, A. D. 1609. faith, That the King 
was Lex Loquens, after a Sort, binding him- 
ſelf by a double Oath to the Obſervaiion of the 
fundamental Laws of his Kingdom; tacitly, as 
by being a King, and ſo bound to protects, as well 
the People, as the Laws of bis Kingdom, and ex- 
preſly by his Oath at his Coronation, ſo as every 
juſt King, in a ſettled Kingdom, is bound to obſerve 
that Pattion made to his People by his Laws, in 
Framing his Government agreeable thereunto. And 
therefore a King governing in a ſettled Kingdom, 
ceaſes to be a King, and degenerates into a 
Tyrant, as ſoon as he leaves off to rule ac- 
cording to the Laws. Therefore all Kings 

that are not Tyrants, or perjur'd, will be glad 
to bind themſelves within the Limits of the 
Laws, and they that perſwade them tothe contrary, 


are 
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are Vipers and Peſts, both againſt them and the 
Common- wealth. 

C. 73. As the Subjects of the King are 
bora to Lands and other Things, ſo are they 
born to inherit and enjoy the Laws. of this 
Realm, that, ſo every Man have an equal Benefit 
by Law. Plow. 58. B. Kitch. of Courts, p. 4. 
It is therefore called Common Right, and is a 
greater Inheritance to every Man, than that which 
deſcends to him as Heir, from his Parents. Be- 
cauſe thereby his Goods, Lands, Wife, Children, 
his Body, Liſe, Honour, and. Eſtimation, are 
protected from Injury and Wrong, 2 1»ft. 56. 
This Common Right is called the Law of the 
Subject, and the Judges are ſworn to execute 
Juſtice (as my Lord Coke ſays, 12 Ch. 64.) 
according to Law and Cuſtom of England, All 
which do prove, how juſtly the Laws are called 
the great Inheritances of every Subject, and the 
Inheritance of Inheritances, without which In- 
heritance, we have no Inheritance. The King's 
Prerogative is Law too; becauſe, as it was 
reſolved, the King hath no Prerogative, but 
that which the Law of the Land allows him, 
Co, 76. Jud. Jenkin's Warks, p. 131. The 
Law ſays, the King is the Fountain of Juſ- 
tice, and all Juſtice which is done within the 
Realm, is ſaid, and ſaid properly, to flow from 
this Fountain; but then it muſt always run in 
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the certait and khown Channels that the Law tiath 
preſcribed, 
J. 74. Glanvil, who was a learned Law- 
per, and Chief Juſtice in Henry the Second's 
Days, above 5300 Yeats ago, writ a Book of 
the common Laws of Englahd, which is the 
arcienteſt of any extant, touching the Subject, 
informs us, that there was in his Time ſuch a 
Thing as High Treaſon againſt the King- 
dom: His Words are theſe ; Crimen, quad in 
legibus dicitur Crimen loſs Majeftatis, ut de Nect 
vel Seditione Perſone Domini Regis vel . Regni, 
&e. Cowel's Interp. tit. Glanvil, 1. 1. C. 2. 
P- 1. 
J. 75. Thoſe who flatter a King that he. is 
above the Law, do moſt notoriouſly. contra- 
dict one of the firſt Axioms of our Regal 
Government, which is, that Lex facit Regem; 
and he hath originally ſubjected himſelf to the 
Law by his Coronation Oath. Jud. Fenk: 
Horks, p. 134. Mirror. Ch. 5. S. 1. p. 225. 
This proves a King of England to be King by 
Law y as alſo that the Coronation Oath js a 
Fundamental Law of this Kingdom, and is 
antecedent to the Subjects Homage and Oath 
of Fealty, and that our firſt Monarch was made 
ſo by their own Conſent, He is a Legal King, 
his Authority is under a legal Extent; and as 
Forteſcue ſays, his Power Royal is reſtrained 
by Power Politick, Fort. de Laudibus Legum Au- 
lia. 


CSF; 
gli, p. 16. Therefore a King's Grant of any 
Favour made contrary to Law, is void, accord- 
ing to another Axiom of our Government, 
Nihil aliud poteſt Rex, &c. quam quod de Jure 
poteſt. Bratton, He can do nothing as a King 


but what he can legally do. So that it is 


made the very Eſſence of our Kings, to govern 
according to Law; for where the Will governs, 
and not the Law, there he is no longer King ; 
ubi Voluntas imperat, &c. The Law is to be 
the only Rule and Meaſure of his Government; 
and upon this Account it is truly ſaid, that 
a King of England can do no Wrong ; nor 
will his Prerogative be any Warrant to him to 
do an Injury to any one. Ny 182. 1 Co. 44. 
B. applaud. 247. Fenk. Works 41. He can- 
not by his Grant or Charter alter a Law, nor 
alter Inheritance, for this would be wrong, 
which he cannot do. Forteſcue, C. 9. P. 256. 
9 Co. 123. Bro. abr. tit. Perog, N. 15, 18, 
53: l 

J. 26. By the 11 Rich. 2 C. 10. It is or- 
dained and eſtabliſhed, That neither Letters of 
the Signet, nor of the King's Privy Seal ſhall be 
from henceforth ſent in Damage or Preju- 
dice of the Realm, nor in Diſturbance of 
the Law. Vid. Sir Rob. Cott. Abri. 1 R. 2. 
Nu. 96. 

J. 77. In the 11 R. 2. Rot. Parl. Pars 1, 
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2, 3, Treſihan, and five Judges more, with 
one of the King's Serjeants at Law, and one 
of the King's Council at Law, for delivering 
their extravagant, illegal and extra- judicial Opi- 
nions, That the King might avoid a Statute, 
Ordinance and Commiſſion, which had been 
made for the Safety of both King and Kingdom 
in the laſt Parliament, by the Peers and Com- 
mons of the Land, with the King's Aſſent; 
were executed as falſe Traytors, by a Judgment 
from the moſt ſupreme Court of Judicature in the 
Kingdom, the Parliament. 

C. 78. By the Records, 7 H. 4. Rot. Parl. 
Numb. 59. It is declared, The King has no 
Prerogative that derogates from Juſtice and Equity. 
And Bradlon, in Lib. 3. c. 9. faith, The Regal 
Power is according to Law: He has no Power 
to do any Wrong, nor can the King do any thing 
but what the Law warrants. Our Records of 
the greateſt Authority with us declare, That our 
Kings owe all their Power, not to any Right of 
Inheritance of Conqueſt, or Succeſſion, but to the 
People. So in the Parliament Rolls of Hen. 4. 
Numb. 108. we read, That the Kingly. Office and 


| Power was granted by the Commons to King Henry 


the Fourth, and before him to his Predeceſſor, Richard- 
the Second. Thus the Houſe of Commons or- 
der'd expreſ],” to be enter'd upon Record, That 
they had granted to King Richard to uſe the 
ſame Liberty thet the Kings of England before him 
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Bad uſed: Which becauſe he abuſed, to the 
Subverſion of the Laws, and contrary to his 
Oath at his Coronation, the ſame Perſons that 
granted him that Power, took it back again, 
and depoſed him. The ſame Men, as appears 
by the ſame Record, declared in open Parlia- 
ment, That having Confidence in the Prudence and 
Moderation of Henry the Fourth: They Will 
and Enact, That he enjoy the ſame Authority 


hat bis Anceſtors enjoy'd : By which, and other 


Examples, it is plain that the Kingly Office 
is nothing but a Truſt, and a Gift by Vox Populi 
of all the People by their Delegates, in Parliament 
aſſembled. 

J. 79. Where the Monarchy is Regular, 
as in Germany, England, &c. the Kings can 
neither make, nor change Laws: They are 
under the Law, and the Law 1s not under them. 
Their Letters or Commands are not to be re- 
garded. In the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, the 
Queſtion is not what pleaſes them, but what 
the Law declares to be right, which muſt have 
its Courſe, whether the King be buſy or at 
Leiſure, whether he will or not. The King, 
who never dies, is always preſent in the ſu- 
preme Courts, and neither knows, nor re- 
cards the Pleaſure of the Man that wears the 
Crown. | | | 

J. 80. We have had no King, ſince Wil- 
liam the Firſt, more hardy than Zenry the Eighth, 
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and yet he acknowledged the Power of making, q 
changing, and repealing Laws to be in the 3 
Parliament. It was not he, but the Parlia- 1 
ment that diſſolv'd the Abbies: He did not 
take their Lands to himſelf, but received 9 
the Parliament thought fit to give him: He 
did not reject the Supremacy of the Pope, 
nor aſſume any other Power in fpiritual 
Matters than the Parliament conferr'd upon 
him. 

C. 81. The Judges of the Land, who are 
choſen by the King, by the Advice of his Coun- 
cil, are ſo far from depending upon the Will 
of the King 18 Edw. 3. Cap. 1. that they ſwear 
faithfully to ſerve the People as well as the 
King, and to do Juſtice to every Man according 
to the Law of the Land, notwithſtanding any 

' Writs, Letters, or Commands received from | 
him; and in Default thereof, they are to forfeit I 
their Bodies, Lands and Goods, as in Caſes 
of Treaſon. Queen Elizabeth, and her Coun- | 
ſellors, preſſed the Judges very hardly to obey 
the Patent under her great Seal, in the Caſe 
of Cavendiſh ; but they anſwer'd, That both foe | 
and they had taken an Oath to keep the Law, 
and if they ſhould obey her Commands, the Law 
would not warrant them, &c. Anderſon's Rep. 
p. 155. And beſides the Offence againſt God, 
their Country, and the Commonwealth, they 
alledged the Example of Empſon and Dudley, 

(who 
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(who were executed as Traytors, as were Ga- 
veſton, the two Spencers, Treſilian, Strafford, and 
others, for ſubverting the Laws of the Land in 
Obedience to the King's Command) whereby 
they ſaid, They were deterred from obeying her 
illegal Commands. They who had ſworn to 
keep the Law, notwithſtanding the King's 


= Writs, knew that the Law depended not upon 


his Will: And the ſame Oath that obliged 
them not to regard any Command they ſhould 
receive from him, ſhewed, that they were not 


; to expect Indemnity by it; and not only, that 


the King had neither the Power of making, 
altering, mitigating, or interpreting the Law, 
but that he was not at all to be heard, in ge- 
neral or particular Matters, otherwiſe than as 

he ſpeaks in the common Courſe of Juſtice, 
by the Courts legally eſtabliſhed. According 
to Magna Charta, Judgments are to be paſſed 
by Equals: No Man can be impriſon'd, dif. 
ſeizd of his Freehold, deprived of Life or 
Limb, unleſs oy Sentence of his Peers. And 
Brafton ſays, That in receiving Juſtice the King 
is equal to another Man: Which could not be, 
if Judgments were given by him, and he were 
exempted from the Judgment of all by that 
Law, which has put all Judgments into the 
Hands of the People. This Power is executed 
by them in grand or petty Juries, and the 
Judges are Affiſtants to them in explaining 
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the difficult Points of the Law, in which 'tis 
preſumed they ſhou'd be learned. The Strength 
of every Judgment conſiſts in the Verdict of 
theſe Juries, which the Judges do not give, 
but pronounce or declare. And the ſame 
Law that makes good a Verdict given contrary 
to the Advice or Direction of the Judges, ex- 
poſes them to the Penalties, if upon their own 
Heads, or a Command from the King, they 
ſhould: preſume to give Sentence, without, or 
contrary to a Verdict; and no Preten ſions to 
a Power of interpreting the Law, can exempt 
them if they break it: Nay, even in ſpecial 
Verdicts, the Judges are only Aſſiſtants to 
the Juries, who find it ſpecially, and the 
Verdict is from them, tho* the Judges having 
heard the Point argued, declare the Senſe of 
the Law thereupon, | 

J. 82. By an Act of the Firſt of William 
and Mary, declaring the Rights and Liberties 
of the Subject, and ſettling the Succeflion of 
the Crown; they do in the firſt Place, (as 
their Anceſtors in like Caſes have uſually done) 
for the Vindicating and Aſſerting their Ancient 
Rights and Liberties, declare, 


I. That the pretended Power of fuſpending of 
Laws, or the Execution of Laws by Regal Au bo- 
rity, without Conſent of Parliament, 1s illegal. 

II. That the pretended Power of diſpenſing 

with 
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*with Laws, or the Execution of Laws by Regal 
Authority, as it hath been aſſumed, and exerciſed 
'of late, 1s illegal. 

III. That the Commiſſion for erefling the late 
Court of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, 
.and all other Commiſſions and Courts of like Nature, 
are illegal and pernicious. 

IV. That levying Money for, or to the Uſe of 
the Crown, by Pretence of Prerogative, without 
Grant of Parliament for longer Time, or in other 
Manner than the ſame is, or ſhall be granted, 
is illegal. | 

V. That it is the Right of the Subjects to Pe- 
tition the King, and all Commitments and Proſe- 
cutions for ſuch Petitioning, are illegal. 

VI. That the raiſing, or keeping @ Standing 
Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, 
unleſs it be with Conſent of Parliament, is againſt 
Law. | 

That the Subjects, which are Proteſtants, may 
have Arms for their Defence, according 1o their 
Conditions, and as allotod by Law. 


VIII. That Elefiion of Members of Parliament 
ought to be free, 


IX. That the Freedom of Speech, and Debates, 
or Proceedings in Parliament, ouzht not to be 
impeach d, or queſtiond in any Court or Place 
out of Parliament. 

X. That exceſſive Bail ought not to be required, 
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nor exceſſive Fines impoſed; nor crue and un- 
uſual Puniſhments inflicted. 

XI. That Jurors ought to be impanneÞd, and 
returnd; and Jurors which paſs upon Men, 
in Trials for High-Treaſon, ought to be Free- 
holders. 

XII. That all Grants, and Promiſes of Fines 
end Forfeitures of particular Perſons before Con- 
vittion, are illegal and void. 

XIII. And that for Redreſs of all Grievances, 
and for the amending, ſtrengtbning, and preſerving 
of the Laws, Parliaments ought to be held 
frequently, And they do claim, demand, and 
inſiſt upon all, and ſingular the Premiſes, as 
their undoubted Rights and Liberties: and 
that no Declarations, Judgments, Doings, or 
Proceedings, to the Prejudice of the People 
in any of the ſaid Premiſes, ought in any 
wiſe to be drawn hereafter into Conſequence 
or Example. And whereas it hath been found 
by Experience, that it is inconſiſtent with 
the Safety and Welfare of this Proteſtant King- 
dom, to be govern'd by a Popih Prince, or 
by any King or Queen marrying a Papiſt, 'tis 
declar'd, 7 bat all and every Perſon or Perſons, 
that is, are, or ſball be reconciled to, or ſhall 
profeſs the Pepiſh Religion, or ſhall marry a 
Pa piſt, ſhall be exciuded, and be for ever unca- 
pable to inherit, poſſeſs, or enjoy the Crown and 
Government of this Reaim, and Ireland, and the 

Domi 
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Dominions thereunto belonging, or any Part of 
the ſame, or to have, uſe, or exerciſe any Regal 
Power, Authority, or Juriſdiction within the 
ſame; and in all, and every ſuch Caſe or Caſes, 
the People of theſe Realms ſha/l be and are hereby 
abſolved of their Allegiance; and the ſaid Crown 
and Government ſhall from time to time deſcend 
to, and be enjoyd by ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 
being Proteſtants, as ſhould have inherited and 
enjoyed the ſame, in Caſe the ſaid Perſon or 
Perſons, ſo reconciled, holding Communion, or pre- 
feſſing, or marrying, as aforeſaid, were naturally 
dead. 

C. 83. Tis plain from what hath been ſaid 
that all Government, Authority and Magi- 
ſtracy, proceeds from the People, Now 1 
will ſhew, that they have Authority to ſer 
aſide the next Heir to Government, when unfit 
or uncapable to govern: And alſo, to diſpoſſ-ſs 
them that are in Poſſeſſion, if they obſerve 
not the Laws and Conditions by which, and 
for which their Dignities were given them; 
and when it is done upon juſt and urgent 
Cauſes, and by publick Authority of the whole 
Body, athe Juſtice thereof is plain. As when 
the Prince ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh Idolatry, 
or any Religion which is repugnant to the 
Scripture, contrary to the Laws of the Land, 
or to deſtroy the People, or make them Slaves 
to his tyrannical Will and Pleaſure. For, 
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as the whole Body Natural may cure its Head 
when out of Order, ſo may the Body Politick 
cure or purge their Heads, when they are per- 
nicious or deſtructive to the Body Politick ; 

ſeeing that a Body civil may have Jivers 
Heads by Succeſſion, or Election, and cannot 
be bound to one, as a Body Natural is: 
Which Body Natural, if it had Ability to 
cut off its aking or ſickly Head, and take 


another, I doubt not but it would do it; 
and that all Men would confeſs it had Au- 


thority ſufficient, and Reaſon ſo to do, rather 
than that the other Parts ſhould periſh, or 
live in Pain and continual Torment: So may 
the Body Politick choſe another Head and 
Governor in the room of its deſtructive one; 
which hath been done for many Ages, and 
God hath wonderfully concurred (for the 
moſt Part) with ſuch judicial Acts of the 
Commonwealth againſt their evil Princes, not 
only proſpering the ſame, but by giving com- 
monly ſome notable Succeſſor in Place of 
the deprived, thereby both to juſtify the Fact, 
and remedy the Fault of him that went before. 
Saul was ſlain by the Philiſtines, by God's Ap- 
pointment, for not fulfilling the Law and 
Limits preſcribed unto him. Ammon was law- 
ful King alſo, yet he was ſlain for not walking 
in the Way preſcribed him by God, 2 Kings 


' XXi, and David and Jo/iab were made Kings 
in 
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in their room, who were two moſt excellent 
Princes. Shalum, Pekahiah and Petab, three 
wicked and idolatrous Kings of Jfrael, were 
ſlain one after another; and all the Kings of 
Iſrael, who violated the Covenant and Condi- 
tions annexed to their Crowns, did, for the 
moſt Part, loſe their Lives, and underwent 
the utter Extirpation of their Poſterities from 
the Crown. Rehoboam (for only threatning 
to oppreſs the People) was deſerted by them, 
who choſe Feroboam his Servant in his ſtead, 
which was approved of by Gad. 

C. 84. If I ſhould inſtance all the Kings 
of Iſrael, whom God permitted (or appointed) 
to be ſlain, and thoſe that were carried away 
Captive by the Heathens, for their unjuſt Go- 
vernment, I ſhould be too copious. But I 
will leave the Hebrews, and give you ſeveral 
Examples of the depriving of evil Princes of 
the Government in France, Spain, Portugal, &c. 
And laſt of all in Scotland and England, and 
the Happineſs and Proſperity that did attend 
thoſe Proceedings; and by Conſequence God 
approved thereof, and does approve of ſuch 
Acts. 

C. 85. There were two great Changes made 
of the Royal Line in France; the firſt from 
Pharamond to the Line of Pepin, and the moſt 
remote in Blood of his Deſcendents having 
often been preferred before the neareſt, and 
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Baſtards be fore the Legitimate Iſſue, they were 
at laſt all laid aſide, The Second from Pepin to 
Hugo Caper, in which Family the Crown remains 
to this Day. Childerick the Third was deprived 
for his evil Government, and Pepin was choſen 
King in his ſtead, whoſe Poſterity reigned for many 
Years after him, and were brave Kings, as Hiſ- 
rory doth teſtify. Lewis the Third, and Charles, 
Sirnamed Le Groſs, were both deprived by the 
States of France, for their evil Government, and 
ſuch who were thought more worthy appointed 
in their ſtead. All French Hiſtorians do attri- 
bute to theſe great Changes that have been made 
by the People, the Proſperity and Greatneſs of 
their Kingdom. Henry the Third, before he 
was King of France, was choſen King of Polonia, 
who departing thence without Leave, and not 
returning according to his Promiſe, was 8 
by Act of Parliament. 

C. 86. In Spain, Rotherick and Alphonſo, were 
deprived for their evil Government. Bernard, 
the Son of Charlemaine of France, was rejected, 
becauſe they would not be govern'd by a French- 
man. Alphonſo the Third, Sirnamed The Great, 
a brave Prince, yet at laſt fell into Tyranny, was 
twice depos'd. Puff. p 29. 30. Favila, King 
of Caſtile, a cruel Tyrant, was depos'd by the 
Caſtilians, who abjur'd him, and ſet up Magi, 
like that of the Per/ans, to govern them. A- 


phonſo the Fourth being judg'd unfit to govern, 
I was 
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was oblig'd to ſurrender the Kingdom to his 
Brother Ramicus. Ordonius uſurped the Crown, 
and haniſhing Sant ius Crafius, the People roſe 
to reſtore their good King, and pulPd down 
Ordonias, and ſet up Santius the ſecond Time. 
Blanch, Wife of Lewis the Eighteenth of France, 
was put by, and the younger Siſter Beringaria 
ſet up in her ſtead. Alphonſo the Tenth was de- 
poſed, and Flavio Suintilla, was deprived for 
his evil Government, together with all his Poſte- 
rity, and Siſſinando choſen in his room. Peter, 
Sirnamed The Cruel, was twice dethron'd; the 
laſt Time they ſent for a Baſtard Brother of 
his, named Henry, Count of Traftaramara, Baſ- 
tard to Apbonſo, the Eleventh King of Caſtile, 
that lived in France, deſiring him to come with 
ſome French-men, to aſſiſt them in that Act, 
and take the Crown upon himſelf; which he 
did by the Help of the Spaniards, and flew him 
in Fight Hand to Hand, and ſo enjoyed the 
Crown, and his Poſterity after him: This 
Henry was a moſt excelient King, as well for his 
Courage in War, as for his other brave Qualities. 
Henry the Fourth, call'd The Scandal of Spain, 
who being incapable of getting Children, hir'd 
another Man to Jie with his Queen, and declared 
that Daughter ſo begotten, Heir apparent, for 
which the Nobility enter'd into an Aſſociation, 
depos'd him, and gave the Crown to Alphon/d 
the Eleventh. King Ferdinand, and his Daugh- 
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ter married to the King of Caſtile, and her 
Uncle, by the Father's Side, were rejected, and 
the Crown given to John, a Knight of-Calatrava, 
and Baſtard to an Uncle of Ferdinand their King. 

J. 87. In the Year 1581. the States of Holland, 
in a general Aſſembly at the Hague, abjur'd all 
Obedience and Subjection to Phillip, King of 
Spain; and in a Declaration juſtify'd their ſo doing; 
For that by his tyrannous Government, againſt Faith 
ſo often given and broken, he had loft his Right to 
all the Belgic Provinces ,, that therefore they depos'd 
him, Thuan, I. 74. From that Time to this, no 
State or Kingdom has proſpered ſo much as they. 

J. 88. In Portugal, Alphonſus was depoſed be- 
cauſe he was young, and his Mother encroaching 
upon their Liberties. Don Sancho the Second 
was deprived by the univerſal Conſent of all Por- 
tugal, and Don Alanſo, his Brother, ſet up: 
Who, amongſt other great Exploits, was the 
firſt that ſet Portugal free from all Subjection, 
Dependance, and Homage to the Kingdom of 
Caſtile, And his Son who was his Succeſlor, 
builded and founded about forty great Towns 
in Portugal; who was hkewiſe a moit rare Prince; 
and his Off. ſpring ruleth to this Day. 

J. 89. In Denmark, Cbriſtopher the Second, 
Waldemar, and Erick, were depoſed for their 
evil Government, and Chrifian the Second, was 
depoſed, Anno 1523. for his evil Government, 
and Frederick, Duke of Holſtein, was choſe in his 
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ftead: The Anceſtor of the preſent King of 
Denmark. Ciſternus, for his. intolerable Cruelty, 
was deprived, and his Three Children diſinhe- 
rited, and his Uncle Frederick, Duke of Holſtein, 
was choſen in his ſtead, whoſe Off- * re main- 
eth in the Crown. 

C. 90. In Poland, Lefiicus the Second, Anno 
750. Leſcus the Firſt, Mieciſſauus, Senior, and 
Uladiſlaus the Third, firnam'd Loficus were de- 
poſed for their Male-Adminiſtration. Sigi/mond 
a Hungarian, was refuſed the Crown, tho? Heir 
to it, becauſe he was a Hungarian, Henry of 
Anjou deſerted Poland upon his being made King 
of France, upon which they choſe a new King. 

J. 91. In Sweden, Ingellus, Amund, Swercher, 
Waldimar, Birgir, Magnus, and Albert his Suc- 
ceſſor, were all twice depoſed; Erick was twice 
depoſed, and Chriſtopher, Duke of Bavaria, 
made King in his ſtead; Charles Cnateſon was 
depoſed, and Chriſtian King of Denmark crown'd 
in his ſtead, who likewiſe turning Tyrant, was 
depoſed, and Charles was reſtored again, and 
depos'd again for his Tyranny, and reſtor'd again, 
and died in Poſſeſſion. Stenſture reign'd fourteen 
Years as Regent, not as King, was depoſed, and 
John the Second made King, who turning Ty- 
rant, was depoſed, and Stenſture made Regent 
again. Erick was by the univerſal Riſing of the 

People, depoſed for his Tyranny, and his 
Brother Charles made King in his ſtead. Sigi, 
mond of Poland, about the Beginning of this 
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Age, was depoſed for attempting to reſtore Po- 
ery, and, in a full Aſſembly of the Eſtates, 
declared incapable to reign ; and Charles, Duke 
of Sundermania, his Uncle, made King in his 
Room, who was the Father of the Great Guſtavus 

Adolphus, MER 
g. 92. Tarquin being expelled for his Tyranny, 
the Remans had ſuch a Hatred againſt the Fa- 
mily, that they would never after name any 
of their Children Tarquin. Upon the Alteration 
of their Government, Junius Brutus was made 
Conſul, who executed Juſtice upon his own 
Sons, and ſtood himſelf upon the Judgment- 
Seat, and ſaw them put to Neath, for conſpi- 
ring to reſtore the Family of Tarquin to the 
Throne, Romulus, Numa Pompilius, Tullius 
Hoſtilius, Ancus Martius, Targuinius Priſcus, 
Servius Tullius, and Tarquinius Superbus, were 
depoſed for their Tyranny, and the - Roman 
Government turn'd into a Common-wealth, the 
beſt regulated at firſt that ever the World ſaw. 
The depoſing the Roman Emperors, would be 
endleſs to enumerate: No Man can pretend they 
had any divine Right, who were moſt of them 
of mean Birth, and proclaim'd by the Soldiery. 
Valentinian was the Son of a Roper; Jovian of 
mean Birth, and a Foot-Soldier, and the like; 
they came in by Force, and were driven out by 
Force; and thirty ſix of them were murther'd 
by one another. There are no Parts of Hiſtory, 
but 


but are full of Examples of this Kind, and the nearer 
we go back to the Beginning of Government, the 
more Inſtances we have of the Peoples ſetting up, 
and pulling down their Monarchs fot their Tyranny. 
g. 93. Nay, the very Emperors of Germany, 
when they infringed the Rules of Government, 
which they had {worn inviolably to obſerve, and 
violated the fundamental Laws of the Empire, 
the States have oppoſed and reſiſted them, 
and finally deprived them of the Empire. 
The German Lawyers have always held, and do 
ftill hold it for a certain Truth, That when they 
abuſe their Power, for the overturning of the State, 
or for invading the Rights of the Princes of the Em- 
pre, that it is a Right inberent in the Empire, to de. 
prive them-of their imperial Dignity, and to confer 
the ſame on another. This is declared by Lam- 
padius, Arnizaus, Diderick, Cenringins, Lambert, 
Schafnaburgh, Aventin, Annal. l. 7. Cuſpin, and 
and many others. Lewzs the Good, in the Year 
833. Henry the Fourth, and Wenceflaus, in the 
Year 1400, were depoſed by the Electors of the 
Empire, for their evil Government, 
g. 94. In Scotland, the Nobility and Gentry, 
Sc. took Arms againſt Durſtus their King, for 
his intolerable Cruelty, and ſlew him and his 
' Confederates in Battle (and put by his Sons, leſt 
they ſhould imitate their Father's Vices) and 


elected Even, his Brother in his ſtead, who 
leaving a Baſtard Son, the Kingdom was confer- 
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red on him. Crathy Cinthus having ſurpriz'd and 
ſlain Donald for his Tyranny, he was unani- 
mouſly choſen King. Ethus was, for his evil 
Government, deprived, and Gregory made King 
in his Stead. James the Third, of Scotland, 
for endeavouring to introduce an Arbitrary 
Government, after the Violation of many ſolemn 
Promiſes to the contrary ;. the Nobility and 
Gentry, in great Numbers. aſſembled them- 
ſelyes together, having his eldeſt Son, about 
Sixteen Years of Age, at their Head, to op- 


hoſe his. Deſigns; who met in the Field of 


Stirling, where the King was deſerted and ſlain, 
and his. Son was declared King; and in a, 
free Parliament, ſoon. after call'd,. the Battle 
of the Field. of Stirling was fully debated; and 
by the. unanimous Conſent of the Three Ef- 
tates, it was declared and adjudged, That thoſe: 
that were ſlain in the ſaid Field of Stirling, in the 
Aſſiſtance and Defence of ibe late King, had fallen. 
by their own deſerving, and juſily ſuffered the 
Puniſhment of their Raſhneſs : That. the. Con- 
querors were innocently guilty of the Blood there. 
ſbed, and fairly acquitted of any Purſuit, The 
Act. of. Parliament condemns the, arbitrary 
Proceedings of the ſaid King James the Third, 
Fines and Forfeits moſt of the Nobility and 
Gentry. that ſtood. by him at the Battle of 
Stirling, and juſtifies and clears all thoſe that. 
fought againſt. him, in Defence of their Laws. 

and: 
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and Liberties, as is to be ſeen in the Storch 
Acts of Parliament, printed by the Authority 
of Queen Mary of Scotland, of which ſee more 
in Buchanan, Drummond's Hiſtory of the Five 
Jametes, and others. Buchanan, ſpeaking of 
his Country, ſaith, bat it was free from the 
Beginning; created itſelf Kings upon this very 
Condition, That the Empire being conferred on 
them by the Suffrages of the People, if the Mat- 
ter required it, they might take it away by the 
ſame Suffrages : Of which Law many Footſteps 
have remained to our Age, 

J. 95. I will end this Narration with Ex- 
amples out of England (before and ſince the 
Conqueſt) Archigallo, Emerian, Vortigern, Sigi- 
bert, King of the Weſft-Saxons, Beornred, and 
Alured King of Northumberland, were all de- 
prived of their Thrones for their evil Govern- 
ment; and ſuch who were thought more worthy, 
preferred in their ſtead, King Edwin being 
deprived for his unjuſt Government, the Crown 
was given to his Brother Edgar, who was one 
of the rareſt Princes that the World had in 
his Time, both for Peace and War, Juſtice, 
Piety and Valour. He kept a Navy (faith Stow) 
of three thouſand and fix hundred Ships, diſiri- 
buted in "divers Parts for the Defence of the 
Realm, and he built and reſtored forty ſeven 
Monafteries at his own Charge, &c. 


J. 96. After the Conqueſt, King: Edward 
| G 2 the 
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the Second, Richard the Second, and Richard 
the Third, were, for not governing accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Land, deprived of 
the Government, and Edward the Third, and 
Henry the Fourth and Seventh were preferred 
in their Rooms, who were moſt rare and va- 
liant Princes, who have done many impor- 
tant Acts in this Kingdom, and have raiſed 
many Families to Nobility, put down others, 
changed States, both abroad and at home, alter- 
ed che Courſe of Deſcent in the Blood-Royal, 
and the like; which was unjuſt, and is void 
to this Day, if the Changes and Deprivations 
of the former Kings were unlawful, (accord- 
ing to the Doctrine of Paſſtve-Obedience with- 
out Reſerve) and conſequently, all thoſe Princes 
that have ſucceeded them (which yet never 
failed of a conſtant Deſcent) were Uſurpers; 
and thoſe who do pretend to the Crown of 
England at this Day, have no Title; but by 
virtue of the late Act of Parliament (which 
was never. denied, or dare be denied) for that 
from thoſe Men they defcended, who were 
put in the Place of: the. aforementioned De- 
prived, by the People. And this is, and 
hath been the Cuſtom and Practice of all 
Kingdoms and Cammonwealths, to deprive 
their Princes for their evil Government, and 
that God hath, and does concur with the 
ſame, is plain from che Examples before 
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mentioned, of the Proſperity and Happineſs 

that hath attended thoſe Acts. 
J. 97. In the Reign of King John, the Ba- 
rons, Prelates and Commons, took a ſolemn 
Oath, That if he ſhould refuſe to grant and 
confirm their Laws and Liberties, they would 
make War againſt him ſo long, and withdraw 
themſelves from their Allegiance to him, until 
be ſhou'd confirm to them by a Charter, ratified 
with his Seal, all Things which they required : 
And if the King ſhould afterwards, peradventure 
recede from his Oath, as they verily believed he 
mould, by reaſon of his double Dealing, they would 
forthwith, by | ſeizing on his Caſtles, compel him 
to give Satisfaction. He afterwards breaking 
his Oath and Promiſe, the Barons ſaid, What 
ſhall we do with this wicked King? If we let 
bim thus alone, he will deſtroy us and our People 
it is expedient therefore, that be ſhould be ex- 
pelled the Throne. We will not have him any 
longer. to reign over us. And accordingly they 
ſent ſome of their own Body, both Lords and 
Commons beyond-Sea for Lewis, the Prince 
of France, whom they had choſen (M. Weſt, 
274.) to be their King, and ſwore Fealty to 
him, but they afterwards diſcovering that he 
had ſworn that he would oppreſs them, and 
extirpate all their Kindred, they rejected him, 
and ſet up Henry the Third, King John's eldeſt 
Son, who was not full Nine Years old. The 
5 G 3 Earl 
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Earl of Pembroke, Great Marſhal, ſpoke to 
this Effect to them, Tho* we have proſecuted 
the Father, and that juſtly, yet this young 1nfant 
is pure and innocent from thoſe his Doings : 
You know what the Scripture ſaith, The Child 
ſhall not bear the Iniquity of his Father: 
Come, let us pity his tender Years, and make, 
and conſtitute him to be our King, and throw 
off this Yoke of vile Slavery from us, this 
French King's Son and his People. At laſt 
the whole Council, as if they had been in- 
ſpired from Heaven, cried out with one 
Voice, Fiat fic, fiat Rex, fiat Rex; Be it ſo, 
he ſhall be our King; Ann. Dom. 1216. So 
the Day was appointed for his Coronation, 
which was Simon and Jude. Knighton de vent, 
Anglia. Col. 2426, 2427, and wid. Mat. 
Par. f. 289, and 309. 

J. 98. In the Reign of Edward the 
Second, the Parliament met at London, and 
declared by common Conſent, That be was 
unworthy of the Crown, and for many Cauſes 
depos'd him, and choſe his Son Edward by 
unanimous Conſent, and his Election was 
publicly declared in Weminſter-Hall: Some of 
both Houſes were ſent to Edward the Second 
to acquaint him with the Election of his 
Son, and to require him to refign the Crown, 
which accordingly he did; all the People 
conſented to the Election; as did all the 

Prelates; 
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Prelates; and the Arch-Biſhop made an Ora- 
tion in theſe Words, Vox Populi, Vox Dei, 
exhorting all to pray for the King Elect. 

J. 99. In the 3gth Year of Hemy the 
Sixth, Richard Duke of York, laid his Claim 
to the Crown in Parliament; and after long 
Arguments made, and deliberate Conſultation 
had among the Peers, Prelates and Com- 
mons of the Realm; (ſays Grafton,) It was 
condeſcended and agreed, that King Henry hav- 
ing been taken for King above Thirty Eight 
Tears, that he ſhould enjoy the ſame, during his 
Life: But if be either died or reſigned, or for- 
feited the ſame, for inſringing any Point of this 
Concord, then, the ſaid Crown and Authority 
Royal, ſhould immediately deſcend to the Duke of 
York, if he then lived, or elſe to the next Heir 
of bis Line, or Lineage; and that the Duke, 
from thenceforth ſhould be Protector and Regent 
of the Land; Provided always, That if the 
King did cloſely, or appartly ſtudy, or go about 
to break, or alter this Agreement, or to compaſs 
or imagine the Death or Deſtruftion of the ſaid 
Duke, or his Blood, be ſhould forfeit the Crown, 
and the Duke of York ſhould have it. Theſe 
Articles were not only written, ſealed and 
ſworn to by the two Parties, but alſo were 
enact d in the High Court of Parliament. 
Grafton's Chron. fol. 647. vid. Cott. Records 
39 Henry the Sixth, from No. 10. to No. 
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33. But Duke Richard being ſlain in the 
Battle of Wakefield, his Son Edward called a 
Council of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and laid open his Title to the Realm to 
them, with the Articles of Agreement. After 
the Lords had conſidered and weighed his 
Title and Declaration, they determined by 
Authority of the ſaid Council: Foraſmuch as 
King Henry the Sixth, contrary to his Oath, 
Honour, and Agreement, had violated, and 
infringed the Order taken and enacted in the 
laſt Parliamentz and alſo, becauſe he was in- 
ſufficient to Rule the Realm and unprofitable to 
the Common: wealth, he was therefore by the 
aforeſaid Authority, deprived and rejected of 
all Kingly Honour and Regal Sovereignty ; 
and incontinent, Edward, Earl of March, was 
by the Lords in the ſaid Council afſembled, 
named, elected, and admitted for King and 
Governor of the Realm. And the People be- 
ing got together in St. Jobn's Fields to be- 
hold the Muſter that was there that Day, the 
Lord Fauconbridge, who took the Muſters, 
wiſely declared to the Multitude, the Offences 
and Breaches of the late Agreement done by 
King Henry the Sixth, and demanded whether 
they would have the ſaid King Henry to 
reign any longer over them, to whom, they 
with one Voice, anſwer'd, Nay, Nay; then 
aſking them, if they would ſerve and obey 

the 
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che Earl of March, as their Sovereign Lord, 
they anſwer'd, Yea, Yea, crying King Edward, 
with many great Shouts, and clapping of 
Hands. The Lords being advertiſed of the 
loving Conſent, which the Commons frankly 
and freely of their free Will had given; they 
all preſently, with ſeveral of the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Commons, went to Baynard's Caſtle, 
and acquainted the ſaid Earl with their 
Election and Admiſſion, and the loving Aſ- 
ſent of the faithful Commons; and the next 
Day, being conveyed to Weſtminſter, his Title 
and Claim to the Crown was declared; Firſt, 
as Son and Heir to Richard his Father, right 
Inheritor to the ſame : Secondly, By Authori- 
ty of Parliament, and Forfeiture committed 
by King Henry. And the Commons being 
again demanded, if they would admit and 
take the ſaid Earl as their Sovereign Lord, 
all with one Voice, cried, Yea, Yeaz which 
Agreement concluded, He was then again 
proclaimed, and the 2gth of June following, 
he was crowned King at Weſtminſter, by the 
Name of King Edward the Fourth. Graf. 
| Chron. f. 652, 653, 658. Vid. Speed's Hiſt. 
F. 851. Col. 1, 2. Stow. F. 414. Col. 2. 415. 
Col. 1, 


C. 100. Thus by the common Uſage of 
England, which is the common Law of England, 


Kings (degenerating into Tyrants) may be de- 
prived 


* 
: 
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prived for evil Government, and others ſet up 
an their Stead, is plain from the aforegoing 
Examples. 

J. 101. That all Magiſtrates and Governors 
do proceed from the People, is plain from the 
following Examples in Scripture, Deut. xvi. 
18, 19. The Children of Iſrael are commanded to 
anake "Fudges and Officers thraughout their Tribes, 
Deut. xvii. 14, 15. hen thou art come into the 
Land, &c. and ſhalt ſay, Iwill ſet a King over me, 
like as all the Nations that are about me: Thou 
halt in any wiſe ſet him a King over thee, whom 
the Lord thy God ſhalt chooſe : One from amongſt 
thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet over thee; thou may'ſt 
not ſet a Stranger over thee, So God did only 
reſerve to himſelf the Nomination of their 
King; by which he defign'd to make his 
People more happy than they could expect 
by their own peculiar Choice: He knowing 
the Heart of Man, and the Corruption of 
their Nature, did nominate them who were 
moſt fit to govern his People; yet that God did 
not require the 7ews to accept him for King 
whom he nominated, but left it to their own 
free Will, whether they would approve of 
him or not, is plain from the following Ex- 
amples. Upon the Death of Saul, David was 
ſer up by the Appointment of Almighty God, 
yet there was only the Tribe of Judah that 
followed David, and made him King ; eleven 
Tribes 


11 

Tribes followed 1hboſheth, Saul's Son, whom 
they made King; and tho' David had a long 
War againſt them, yet he doth not call 
them Rebels; neither do we find that God 
puniſhed them or ſent any Judgment upon 
them for not accepting of David as King; 
and when Rechab and Banah had ſlain Ibbo- 
Heth, and brought his Head to David at He- 
bron, ſaying, Behold the Head of thine Enemy : 
yet David, inſtead of rewarding them, cauſed 
them to be ſlain for killing of JÞboſheth, whom 
he calls a righteous Perſon, not a Rebel : 
After whoſe Death, all thoſe Tribes came to 
David, and made a Compact with him for 
the Performance of ſuch Conditions, which 
they thought neceſſary for the ſecuring of their 
Liberty, before they made him King, 2 Sam. 
Chap. 2, 3» 4, 5. 

C. 102. The making of Solomon King by 
David his Father, was not thought ſufficient 
without the People's Conſent, elſe why did 
the People anoint Solomon, and make him 
King the ſecond Time ? | 

C. 103. Saul, who left behind him many 
Children, yet not any of them ſucceeded him, 
except J/hboſheth, who was not his eldeſt Son, 
but was anointed King by Abner, the Gene- 
ral Captain of that Nation, and whom eleven 
Tribes followed, until he was lain, and then 
they choſe David. And Jonathan, one of 


Saul's 
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Saut's Sons, ſo much praiſed in holy Scriptuft, 
being flain in War, his Son Mephiboſheth did 
not ſucceed to the Crown, tho' by Succeſſion 
he had a more plauſible Right to it than 
David. God promiſed David, That bis Seed 
ſhould Reign for ever after; yet we do not 
find this performed to any of his elder Sons, 
nor to any of their Off. ſpring, but only to 
Solomon, his youngeſt and tenth Son. Aſter 
the Death of Solomon, Rehoboam, the lawful 
Son and Heir of King Solomon, came to Sbi- 
chem where all the People of ſrael were af. 
ſembled together for his Coronation and Ad- 
miſſion to the Crown, (for until that Time 
he was not accounted as true King) but re- 
tuſing to eaſe them of ſome heavy Impoſiti- 
ons which they had received from his Father, 
Ten of the Twelve Tribes refuſed to admit 
him their King, and choſe Jeroboam his Ser- 
vant, and made him their lawful King; and 
God allowed thereof; for when Reboboam had 
prepared one Hundred and Fourſcore Thou- 
ſand choſen Men, to reduce thoſe Ten Tribes 
to his Obedience, God commanded him, to 
deſiſt, by his Prophet Shemajab, and ſo they 
did. Ammon being lain by his own Servants, 
the People of the Land flew them that had 
conſpired againſt him, and made Jo/iab, his 
Son, n in his Stead, which had been moſt 

impertinent, 
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impertinent, if he was King before they made 
him ſo. 

C. 104. We read Fudges viii. 21, 22, 23. 

That after Gideon had ſlain Zebab and Zal- 
munna with the Midianites; the Children of 
Hael ſaid unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, 
Loth thou and thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons alſo; 
for thou haſt delivered us from the Hand of 
Midian. But he refuſing their Offer, they 
afterwards made his Baſtard Son. Abimelech, 
King, tho' he had Seventy lawful begotten 
Sons. 
C. 10g. Zimri, having gain Aſa King of 
Judah, reigned in his ſtead ; but the Children 
of Jrael hearing thereof, rejected him, and 
made Omri, the Captain of the Hoſt, King 
of Iſrael, 1 Kings xvi. 15, 16. | 

CE. 106. The Iſraelites met together, and 
choſe Ebud, Gideon, Sampſon, Fephthah, and 
others, to be their Leaders, whom the o judg- 
ed fit to deliver them from their Enemies. 
By the ſame Right they aſſembled at Miſpeth, 
to make War againſt the Tribe of Sn 
when Juſtice was denied to be done againſt 
thoſe who had abuſed the Levite's Concubine. 
Jebu, and all the other Kings of Irael, whether 
good or bad, had no other Title than was 
conferred upon them by the People; wbich 
could not have given them any, unleſs they had 


met together: nor when met together, without 
the 
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the Conſent, and againſt the Will of thofe 
who reigned, unleſs the Power had been in 
themſelves. 4 
C. 107, The Kingdom of Edom appointed 
a Deputy to Rule over them inſtead of a 
King, there being no King in Edom, 1 Kings 
xxii. 47. See Maccab. ix. 28, 29, 30. and 
xiii. 8, 9. and xiv. 41, to 49. by which it 
is further apparent, that their Kings and 
Governors were choſen by the People. Theſe 
- and the like Determinations of Nations about 
admitting, or refuling of Princes to reign, or 
Not to reign over them; or depriving them 
becauſe of their evil Government, when they 
are found incurable ; (provided ſuch Nations 
acted for wiſe and good Ends, and were 
moved by juſt Cauſes, and ſufficient Reaſons,) 
were not only allow'd but approv'd by God, 
the Lover of Juſtice, as correſponding with - 
the righteous and gracious Deſigns of his 
Providence, which always intends the Wel. 
fare and Happineſs of Mankind. a 
J. 308, If the Subject may in no Caſe 
reſiſt, then there can be no Law, but the 
Will and Pleaſure of the Prince: For whoever 
muſt be oppoſed in Nothing, may do every 
Thing; then all our Laws ſignify no more 
than ſo many Cyphers: And what are the 
Law-Makers, but ſo many Fools or Mad- 
| Men, 
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Men, who give themſelves Trouble to no 
Purpoſe ? For if the King is not obliged to 
govern by thoſe Laws that they make, to 
what Purpoſe: are the People to * ſuck 
Laws? 

C. 109. If the King ſue me by Pretence 
ef Law, and endeavour to take away my 
Money, my Houſe, or my Land, I may de- 
tend them by the Law: But if he comes 
armed to take away our Liberty, Life, or 
Religion, which are ours by the Laws of 
God and Man, may we not ſecure them with 
a. good Conſcience ? 

g. 110, Every Man has a Right to preſerve 
himſelf, his Rights and Priviledges, againſt 
him who has no Authority to invade them: 
And this was the Caſe of Sampſon, who made 
War upon the Phil;fines for burning his Wife 
and her Father; Sampſon, who was but a 
private Perſon, knew. he could have no other 
Kind of Juſtice againſt them, than what, the 
Eaw of Nature gives every Man 

F. 111. The Work of all Magiſtrates i 12 
always and every where the ſame, even in 
the doing of Juſtice, and procuring the Wel- 
fare of thoſe that create them. This we learn 
from common Senſe. Plato, Ariſtotle, ' Cicero, 
and the beſt humane Authors lay it as an 
unmoveable Foundation, upon which they 
build their Arguments relating to Matters of 
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that Nature: And the Apoſtle Paul declares, 
Rom, xiii. That Rulers are not à Terror to good 
Works, but to evil. Wilt thou not then be a- 
fraid of the Power? Do that: which is good, 
and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame , for be 
is the Minſter of God unto thee for good: But 
if thou. do that' which: is tuit, le afraid; fur 
he. beareth not the Sword in vain; for he is the 
Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath 
upon bim that doeth evil. For this Cauſe pay 
you Tribute alſo, Rom. xiii. 6. And the Rea- 
ſon St. Paul gives for praying for Kings, 
and all that are in Authority, is, That 'we 
may live a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſtly, 1 Tim. ii. But if this be 
the Work of the Magiſtrate, and the glorious 
Name of God's Miniſter be given to him for 
the Performance of it, we may eaſily ſee to 
whom that Title belongs. His Children and 
Servants ye are, whoſe Work ye do. He there- 
fore, and he only, is the Servant of God, 
who does the Work of God; who is à Ter- 
ror to thoſe that: do evil, and a Praiſe to thoſe 
that do well; who beareth the Sword: for the 
Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice; and io 
governs, that the People may live quittly in 
all Godtineſs and Honeſty. The Order of his 
Inſtitution is inverted; and the Inſtitution va- 
cated, if the Power be turned to the Praiſe 
of thoſe who do Evil, and becomes à Terror 
a 1 | 4.8 
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to ſuch as do well; and that none who live 
honeſtly and juſtly can be quiet under it. If 
God be the Fountain of Juſtice, Mercy and 
Truth, and thoſe his Servants who walk in 
them; no Exerciſe of Violence, Fraud, Cruel- 
ty, Pride, or Avarice, is patronized by him: 
And they who are the Authors of thoſe Vil- 
lanies, cannot but be the Miniſters of him, 
who ſets himſelf up againſt God; becauſe 
tis impoſſible that Truth and Falſhood, Mercy 
and Cruelty, Juſtice and the moſt violent 
Oppreſſion, can proceed from the ſame Root. 
It was a Folly and a Lye in thoſe Fews, to 
call themſelves. the Children of Abraham, who 
did not the Works of Abrabam; and Chriſt 
declared them to be the Children of the 
Devil, whoſe Works they did, Jobs viii. 39, 
44. which Words proceeding from the eter- 
nal Truth, do as well ſhew to us, whoſe 
Child and Servant every Man is to be ac- 
counted, as to thoſe who firſt heard them. 
All Princes therefore, that have Power, are 
not to be eſteemed equally the Miniſters of 
Cod., They that are ſo, muſt receive their 
Dignity from a Title that is not common to 
all, even from a juſt Employment of their 
Power to the Engouragement of Virtue, and 
to the Diſcouragement of Vice. He that pre- 
tends ta the Veneration and Obedience due 
w the Miniſters of God, muſt by his Actions 
H manifeſt 
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manifeſt that he is ſo. And, tho* I am un- 
willing to advance a Propoſition that may 
ſound harſhly to tender Years, I am inclined 
to believe, That the ſame Rule which ob- 
liges us to yield Obedience to the good 
Magiſtrate, who is the Miniſter of God, and 
aſſures us, that in obeying him, we obey God; 
does equally oblige us not to obey thoſe 
who make themſelves the Miniſters of the 
Devil; leſt in obeying them, we obey the 
Devil, whoſe Works they do. And the 
Apoſtle, commanding our Obedienee to the 
Miniſters of God for our good, commands 
us, not to be obedient to the Miniſter of the 
Devil to our Hurt; for we cannot ſerve two 
Maſters. By this it appears, that Kings, and - 
the loweſt Officer of Juſtice in the World, 
is the Miniſter of God for good, as well 
as a King, or any other Magiſtrate, they 
are to be feared by thoſe that do ill, and 
not by ſuch as do well;“ for having no 
more Power than what the Law direfts, they 
cannot depart from the Precepts of the 
Apoſtle: My own Actions therefore, or the 
Senſe of my own Guilt ariſing from them, 
is to be the Meaſure of my Fear of that 
Magiſtrate, who is the Miniſter of God, and 
not his Power. | 
C. 112. St. Chry/oſtom, in his Expoſition on 
St. Paul's Words, Let every Soul be ſubject 10 
| 15 ths 
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the big ber Powers ſaith, He tells us not what 

thoſe higher Powers are, nor who they are; for 

he never intended to overthrow all Governments; 

and the ſeveral Conſtitutions of Nations, and 

Jubjet all to one Man's Will. Every 

Emperor acknowledged, that the Laws of 

the Empire was above himſelf: And the 

ſame Principle and Notion of Government 

has obtafn'd all along in Civiliz'd Nations. | 
Herodotus ſays Pindar, calls the Law; King | 
over all, Orpheus, in his Hymns, calls its | 
the King of Gods and Men: Betauſe, ſays he, 4 
tis that that fits at the Helm of all Human 
Aﬀairs. Plato, in his Book, De Legibus, ſaith, 
That that ought to have the greateſt Sway in 
the Commonwealth: And in his Epiſtles he com- 
mends that Form of Government, in which 
the Law is made Lord and Maſter, - and no 
Scope given to any Man to tyrarinize over 
the Laws. Ariſtotle is of the ſame Opinion 
in his Politicks; and ſo is Cicero in His Book 
De Legibus, That the Laws ought to govern 
the Magiſtrate, as they do the People. The 
Law therefore having always been accounted 
the higheſt Power on Earth, by the Judg- 
ment of the moſt Learned and Wiſe Men 
that ever were; and by the Conſtitution of 
the beſt ordered States; and it being very 1 
certain, that the Doctrine of the Goſpel is 
neither contrary to 'Reaſon, nor the Laws 

H 3 of 
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of Nations, that Man is truly and properly 
ſubject to the higheſt Powers, who obeys: 
the Law and the Magiſtrates, ſo far as they 
govern according to Law. So that St. Paul 
does not only command the People, but 
Princes themſelves, to be in Subjection, who 
are not above the Laws, but bound by 
them; For there is no Power but of God: 
That is no Form, no lawful Conſtitution 
of any Government, but is by his Provi- 
dence. or Permiſſion. The moſt ancient Laws 
that are known to us, were formerly aſcrib'd 
to God, as their Author. For the Law, ſays 
Cicero in his. Politicks, 7s no other than @ 
Rule of well: grounded Reaſon, derived from God 
himſelf, enjoying whatever is juſt and right, 
and forbidding the contrary.. 

C. 113. Ezekiel xiv. g. Thus faith the Lord, 
Let it. ſuffice you, O Princes of Iſrael, remove 
Violence and Spoil, and execute Judgement and 
Juſtice; take away your Exadtions from my 
People, ſaith the Lord God, I challenge any 
Man to produce any Scripture, that allows. 
Governors, Magiſtrates, Kings, or Princes, 
any Abſolute Authority: And where there 
is no Abſolute Authority, there can be no 
Abſolute Subjection due. 

J. 114. We find in the Reign of Darius, 
the Laws were made by the People, by all 


the Preſidents of the Kingdoms,, Governors, 
Princes,, 
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Princes, Councellors and Captains, which, 
when the King had ſigned, was irrevocable 
and unalterable, and not in the Power of 
their Kings to alter or diſpenſe with; ſo that 
their Laws were ſuperior to the King him- 
ſelf; and after the Law was made, the King 
had no Power to ſuſpend the Execution on 
his great Favourite, his beloved Daniel, who 
was the greateſt Man in the Kingdom, next 
the King; and, tho' he ſet his Heart to 
deliver him, and labour'd to the going down 
of the Sun, between the Affection he had 
for the Prophet, and his Reſpect to the Law, 
yet he could not ſave him: So Daniel was 
deliver'd up to the Lions, ſo that the Superiority 
of the Law over Kingly Power, was acknow- 
ledg*d in the Median and Perfian Monarchy ; 
and King Darius, tho' as potent a Prince as 
moſt. that ever reign'd, vaild his Crown to 
the Regency of the Law, and acknowledg'd 
himſelf unable to alter it, or to ſuſpend the 
Execution thereof, Dan. vi. And thus the 
Limitation -of Power, and the Superiority of 
Laws in Matters of Government, have an 

Original in the early Ages of the World. 
C. 115. The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- 
Obedience is inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs of 
God, and the Love he hath for Manz and 
is deſtuctive of the End, Iatent and Deſign 
of God's Laws, which is Man's Happineſs. 
H 3 For 
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For God, who is infinitely Happy in him- 
ſelf, had no other Motive than the Happineſs 
of Man in thoſe Rules he has given him to 
walk by; and for that Reaſon has made it a 
Duty in him to help the poor and miſerable, 
relieve the oppreſſed and diſtreſſed, and do all 
manner of Kindneſs and good Offices to one 
another. Can it then be preſumed that he 
requires Obedience to Tyrannical Power, 
which brings Poverty, Miſery and Deſolation 
on a Nation? If it be a Duty to relieve the 
Poor, it muſt be a Duty to hinder People 
from falling into that miſerable Condition, 
which they cannot prevent, except they have 
a Right to oppoſe Arbitrary Power. And if 
it be a Duty to promote the Public Good; 
which they cannot do if they are obliged to 
ſubmit to Tyrannical Government, it muſt be 
their Duty to oppoſe it. There is no Duty 
that a Man owes to his Neighbour, or him- 
ſelf, but does oblige him to oppoſe Tyranni- 
cal Government, in doing thereof he gives 
that Honour, and performs the Duty which 
he owes to his Maker, which cannot more 
be ſhewn than in imirating him, by promo- 
ting the Good and Happineſs of his Fellow 
Creatures. 

C. 116. The Preaching or Promoting of 
Paſſve- Obedience without Reſerve, is a much 
greater Crime than the encouraging of Re- 


bellion ; 
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bellion; becauſe a Civil-War, tho* very ſharp, 
cannot continue long, and a Nation may 
flouriſh and be happy again. But if once 
Arbitrary Government be introduced upon 
the Principles of Paſfve-Obedience, Peoples 
Miſeries are endleſs; there is no Proſpect or 
Hopes of Redreſs; Every Age will add new 
Oppreſſions, and new Burdens to a People 
already exhauſted. If he, by God's Com- 
mand, was to be curſed that removed his 
Neighbour's Land-Mark, what Curſes may 
they deſerve, that make it their Buſineſs to 
preach or promote abſolute Paſſive-Obedience; 
which removes all the Bounds, Fencss and 
Securities that whole Nations have, not only 
for their Lands, but their Liberties and 
Lives, and proſtrates them at the Feet of a 
ſingle Perſon. Our firſt Reformers, and the 
generality of Proteſtant and Popiſh Writers, 
were utterly unaquainted with this Doctrine; 
which can never reliſh well with free-born 
Subjects, nor has it any other Uſe than to 
encourage Kings to be Tyrants, and to render 
them odious, and their People miſerable. And 
what {ad and fatal Conſequences always attend 
Tyranny, and the dreadful Effects of ' Arbt- 

trary Power all Ages can atteſt, 
ot fi 9 iy poſſible for any one to 
imagine, that if this Doctrine were true, none 
but ſome few, Divines of the Church of 
"TS 4 > England, 
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England, ſhould in all the World, never find 
in the Scriptures, in the Fathers, in Reaſon, 
in the Laws, thoſe Notions of abſolute 
Power, and abſolute Obedience, or Non- 
Reſiſtance, which thoſe Divines taught as 
Doctrines neceſſary to Salvation? Is it poſſible 
it ſhould never come into their Minds, to 
compare their Opinions with the Opinions of 
the Doctors of the foregoing Age, whoſe 
Hypotheſis is ſo contrary to thoſe they have 
endeavour'd to obtrude theſe Sixty Years laſt 
paſt, upon us? Is it poſſible they ſhould 
not bluſh at the terrible Conſequences of this 
Doctrine, both to our Kings and the whole 
Kingdom, which it hath brought upon us 
for many Years paſt,. which we feel to this 
Day. 

| A 118. It's a Wonder how Men, not 
fond of Slavery, ſhould maintain Maxims ſo 
pernicious to Humane Society; for if this 
Doctrine had always obtained and proſelited 
all Men to its Belief, we and all Europe, 
ſhould have been miſerable under Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion to this Day. At this Rate a 
King needs no Army to ruin and enflave 
his People; he alone, with a few raſcally 
Slaves might rob them of their Lives and 
Fortunes, | 

C. 119. The greateſt and wiſeſt Nations, 
and the .. beſt of Men in al Ages, have 


reckon'd 
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reckon'd it not only lawful for the People, 
under the - moſt abſolute Governments, to do 
themſelves Juſtice, in Caſe of Oppreſſion, but 
have thought the doing of it a Duty in- 
cumbent on them, and which they owed to 
themſelves and their Poſterity : And the chief 
Inſtruments of the great Revolutions or Changes 
that have happen'd in the World, from 
Slavery to Liberty, have always been ac- 
counted as Heroes, ſent by God Almighty, 
from time to time, for the Redemption of 
Man from Miſery in this World ; they were 
accordingly honour'd and reſpected whilſt they 
lived, and their Memories have been, and 
will be held in Veneration by all Poſterity. 

J. 120. The Doctrine of Abſolute Paſtve- 
Obedience is a treaſonable, laviſh and per- 
nicious Doctrine, by diſarming the People of 
all their Civil Rights, and taking away Self 
Defence, which is the Law of God and 
Nature, and inveſting the King with abſolute 
Authority, by making all the Revolutions 
and Changes of Kings, that have been in 
England, damnable Rebellions and Uſurpa- 
tions, and all our Kings and Queens Uſurpers 
that have proceeded from the Loins of thoſe 
Kings; it makes all the Family of the Stuarts 
Uſurpers, as procteding from the Loins of 
Hen. VII. who was made King by Virtue of 
an Act of Parliament, (whilſt the next Heir 
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was living) ſo that Her moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty is an Uſurper, according to this Do&- 
rine, as being a Stuart; and all that pretend 
to the Crown of England, have no Right 
according to this Doctrine; it makes the late 
Revolution a damnable Rebellion and U- 
ſurpation, and the Queen herſelf a Rebel 
and Ulurper: Without that Revolution Her 
Majeſty had never beea Queen : Is not this 
a Doctrine to be abhorred ? 

J. 121, Now, what ſay ye for yourſelves, 
all ye Patrons, Preachers, and furious Main- 
tainers of the laviſh Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſive-Obedience to the Will and Pleaſure of 
the Prince, that a Bill of Indictment for High 
Treaſon ſhould not be preferred againſt you, 
for making all our Revolution Kings, Uſur- 
pers, and Rebels; and all that proceeded from 
them Uſurpers, (which yet never failed of a 
conſtant Succeſſion) by denying the Power of 
the People, who made thoſe Reyolutions and 
Changes of Government, and who have made 
and confirmed the late Revolution in all the 
Succeeding Parliaments? This Revolution 
King, with the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, who did alter the Succeſſion 
from the Houſe of Savoy to the Houſe of 
Hanover, were the whole Legiſlative Authori- 
ty of the Nation: Deny this if you dare: 
Or, that the Queen, with the Lords and 
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Commons in Parliament aſſembled, cannot 
alter the Succeſſion and Courſe of Deſcent 
thereof? There's Vox Populi again; the whole 

People of England in Epitome, | 
C. 122. The Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive-Obe- 
dience is a treaſonable Doctrine againſt Civil So- 
ciety, by encouraging Rebellion, Uſurpation, and 
Tyranny, For ſuppoſe that any one of our 
Generals, c. ſhould inſinuate to the Soldiers 
that the Government was not rightly managed, 
nor Juſtice and Equity truly performed; and 
by great Promiſes of Money and Preferment, 
to the Officers and Soldiers, ſhould get into 
the Throne by their Aſſiſtance, (which God 
forbid;) ſuch Reſiſtance would (I verily be- 
lieve) be a damnable Rebellion, But when 
in the Throne, he would be Gad's Vicegerent, 
ordained of God, and not to be reſiſted 
upon Pain of Damnation, according to the 
Doctrine of abſulute Paſſive- Obedience; ſo that 
if any Tyrant or Uſurper ſhould get iato 
the Throne, St. Paul, as they ſcandalouſly 
expound him, hath tied up your Hands, 
you muſt be Paſſive; the People have no 
Power, it is all in the Magiſtrate ; tho* they 
have Power and Authority to chuſe this 
Magiſtrate, yet that very Minute he is choſen, 
their Power and Authority vaniſheth; and if 
he turn never ſo great a Tyrant, they have 
nothing but Prayers and Tears to help _ 
| or 
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For now he hath God's Authority and Power 
(tho' he has neither his Patent or Warrant 
to ſhew for it) either to ruin, or make you 
happy; *tis no Matter for your Laws, they 
are but dead Letters; ; his Will and Plea- 
ſure is above that, and if he be a Terror to 
good Works, and a Rewarder of Evil, and 
acts diametrically contrary to the Nature and 
Deſign of his Office, both from God and 
Man, and ſhould raviſh, and cauſe to be 
raviſhed, your Wives and Daughters before 
your Face, and rob, burn, and deſtroy all 
defare him; notwithſtanding all this, he is 
{till God's Vicegerent, God's Magiſtrate, and 
not to be reſiſted, Sc. And who dare ſay 
unto him, What doſt thou? Now, ye ſworn 
Enemies to Church and State, what ſay you 
for yourſelves, that a ſecond Bill of In- 
dictment of High-Treaſon ſhould not be pre- 
ferred againſt you, for encouraging of Re- 
bellion, Uſurpation and Tyranny, by teaching 
the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- Oledience; what 
ſay you for yourſelves? Are you guilty or 
not guilty? Hold up your Hands. If thou 
wilt be tryed by the whole Legiſlative 
Authority of the Nation, they muſt con- 
demn you or themſelves. 

J. 123. Where was the Doctrine of 1 
lute Paſft ve - Obedience and Loyalty, when the 
Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen 

and 
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and Commonalty invited the Prince of Orange 
to come vith armed Forces to oblige the 
Lord's Anointed, God's Vicegerent, once their 
lawful Sovereign, (to whom they had ſworn 
Allegiance, and had before promiſed to ſtand 
by him with their Lives and Fortunes, in 
all their Addreſſes to him, after his coming 
to the Throne) to oblige him (IL ſay) to re- 
voke what he had done amiſs, and to bind 
him in Chains, and his Nobles in Fetters .of 
his Will and Pleaſure, but according to Law, 
their Will and Pleaſure ; and when the Biſhops. 
refuſed to diſown (to King James) their in- 
viting over the Prince, or to ſubſcribe an, 
Abhorrence of the Invitation, by which it 
appears that they did invite him over, or 
allow'd of Reftance, when their Church was 
in Danger: And where was that Doctrine, 
when the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty | 
roſe to join the Prince of Orange, after he 
was landed? And when the Biſhops and 
Noblemen met at Guild Hall, and deſired the 
Prince to take upon him the Adminiſtration. 
of the Government, and when the Conven- 
tion, with the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
gave the Crown and Dignity to the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange; and when the Par- 
liament made War againſt the late King James 
in Ireland, did they not Kill him and his 

2 Adherents 
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Adherents as much as in them lay, at the 
Battle of the Boyne, &c. was that according 
to the Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience? | 
J. 124. Where was Paſſive-Obedience on 
the Third of Ofober, 1688. when the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, Biſhops of London, Win- 
cheſter, St. Aſaph, Ely, Chicheſter, Rocheſter, Bath 
and Wells, and' Peterborongh, all in a Body, 
waited upon the King, and the Arch-Biſhop 
made a Speech to him, and afterwards read 
and delivered to him Ten Articles, or Pros 
poſals of their Advice for the better redreſ- 
ſing of the Abuſes in his Government, the 
Subſtance of which was very near the ſame 
with that of the Prince of Orange's Declara- 
tion, except in one or two Particulars. The 
Biſhop of Rocheſter obſerves, That they were 
drawn at Lambeth on the firſt of Ociober, 
the very ſame Day that the Prince's Declara- 
tion was ſign'd in Holland, being the Tenth 
N. S. which was our Firſt O. S. 
J. 125. Where was your Paſſtve- Obedience, 
Nov. the firft 1688. when a Parcel of the 
Prince of Orange's Declarations being inter- 
cepted in London, and upon reading that Ex- 
preſſion in it, That the Prince was moft 
earneſtly invited hither by divers of the Lords, 
both Spiritual and Temporal, and others, the 
King ſent for ſome of the Biſhops again, and 
required of them a Paper under their Hands 
| in 
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in Abhorrence of the Prince of Orange's iti- 
tended Invaſion by Meh a Day, which Ab- 
horrence was deſigned to have been tacked 
to a Proclamation then in the Prefs, for ſup- 
prefling the Prince's Declaration. The Biſhops 
of Canterbury, London, Peterborough, and Ro- 
cheſter (on whom this Storm only fell) refu- 
fed to do it, upon which his Majeſty was 
very much incenſed agiinſt them, and parted 
from them with Indignation. And thereupon 
the Feſuited Party at Court Were ſo violently en- 
raged, that as we are credibly inform'd (ſaith 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter) one of the Chief ad- 
viſed in a Heat, that they ſhould all be impriſoned, 
and the Truth extorted from them by Violence. 

J. 126, Where was the Doctrine of abſo- 
late Paſſve-Obedience and Loyalty, when on the 
fifth of November, 1688. the Prince Landed; 
and on the twelfth, when the Lord Cornbury, 
with his Royal Regiment of Dragoons, and 
the Duke of St. Alban's Regiment of Horſe, 
commanded by Colonel Langſton, went over to 
the Prince? On the fifteenth of November, 
when the Gentry of Somerſelſbire and Dorſerhhire 
waired on the Prince at Exeter, who ſpoke 
to them as follows: Tho" we know not all 
Jour Perſons, yet wwe bade a Catalogue of your 
Names, and remember the Charafter of yo 

Worth and Intereſt in your Country. Tou ps 
ue are come according to your Invitation, and 
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aur Promiſe. Our Duty to God obliges us to 
Protec the Proteſtant Religion; and our Love 
to Mankind, your Liberties and Properties; con- 
cluding, let the World now judge, if our Pro- 
tenſions are not juſt, generous, ſincere and above 
Price, fince we might have had even a Bridge 
of Gold to return bach; but it is our Principle and 
Reſolution, rather to die in a good Cauſe, than 
live in a bad one; well knowing that Virtue 
and true Honour is its own Reward, and the 
Happineſs of Mankind our great and only Deſign. 
On the 16th the Lord Delamere aſſembled 
fifty Horſmen, and marched to Mancheſter, 
and the next Day to Boden-Downs ; his Forces 
being encreaſed to one hundred and fifty, 
he declared his Deſign was to join the Prince 
of Orange; and this ſmall Party of Men, 
by Degrees, drew in the Earl of Devonſhire, 
Earl of Stamford, Earl of Danby, Sir Scroop 
Flew, Sir William Ruſſel, &c. and all the 
North. x 

J. 127. Where was the Doctrine of abſo- 
lute unconditionate Paſſ;ve-Obedience and Loyal- 
ty, when Sancroft, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
(who was the firft who ſigned the Prince of 
Orange's Invitation to the City) went from 
Guild-Hall, and demanded the Keys of the 
Tower of Sir Bevel! Skelton, King James's 
Lieutenant, in the Name of the Lord-Mayor, 
and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal then 
aſſembled 
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aſſembled at Guild- Hall, which the Lieutenant 
delivered to him, and he delivered the ſame 
(as by Order from the Lords, Sc.) to the 
Lord Lucas, who took immediate Poſſeſſion 
thereof, which would have been as real Acts 
of Læſæ Majeſtatis, if King James had not 
forfeited the Duty and Obedience of his Sub- 
jects, as if he had ſtabbed him to the 
Heart? 

J. 128. And where was chat Doctrine, 
when Prince George of Denmark, the Duke 
of Grafton, Duke of Ormond, Lord Churchill, 
now Duke of Marlborough, and many others 
of the Proteſtant Nobility went over to the 
Prince of Orange, at Sherborn-Caſile ? Novem- 
ber the 29th, . Briſtol was ſeiz d by the Earl 
of Shrewſbury, and Sir John Guiſe; the Lord 
Lovelace was deliver'd by the Gentry | of 
Glouceſter-ſhire, out of the Caſtle of Glouceſter, 
where he was a Priſoner; Newcaſtle received 
the Lord Lumley; York was in the Hands of 
the aſſociated Lords; and the Garriſon of 
Hull ſeized the Lord Langdale, their Gover- 
nor, a Papiſt, and the Lord Montgomery, and 
diſarm'd ſome Popiſh Forces ny * this 
ther? 1} - 50 

J. 129. Where was the Dodrine 'of abſo- 
lute. Paſſive-Ohedience and Loyalty, when Prince 
George of Denmark, the Duke of Ormond, Lord 
Mordaunt. Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Miliſbire, 
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Lord Cornbury, Lord Colcbeſter, and ſevera? 
other Lords; Sir William Portman; Sir Rows- 
land Gwyn, Coll. Sidney, and many other Knights 
and Gentlemen rode into the City of Saliſ- 
bury, with the Prince of Orange and his Army 
on the 4th of December? And where was 
that Doctrine, when the Princeſs An, (our 
moſt gracious and good Queen) with the 
Lady Churchill, (now Dutcheſs of Marlborough) 
Lady Berkley, and the Biſhop of London, went 
to the North, to thoſe Forces then in Arms 
for. the Prince of Orange? And on Decem- 
ber the 5th, when the Earl of Oxford came 
to the Prince of Orange at Saliſbury? And 
the ſame Day the Lord Herbert of Cherbury, 
Sir Edward Hurley, and moſt of the Gentry 
of Worcefterſhire and Herefordſhire met at Wor- 
cefter, and declared for the Prince of Orange; 
Ludlow: Caſtle was taken for the Prince by 
the Lord Herbert and Sir Walter Bloum, and 
the Popiſh Sheriff of Worceſter ſecured in it hy 
that Peer. The pretended Prince of Wales 
was ſent to Portſmouth, with Orders to the 
Lord Dartmouth, to ſend him under a Con- 
voy, with his Nurſe, into France, which he 
refuſing, he was brought back to London on- 
the 8th of December, December the 11th, 
King James withdrew himſelf from London; 
was taken at Feverſbam the 12th 3; the 16th he 
returned to Mbite Hall, aud put out an Order 
of 
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of Council, againſt all riotous and tumul- 
tuous Meetings and Diſorders, &c. December 
the 11th, about Three in the Morning, the 
King went to Graveſend in a ſmall Boat. About 
Ten o' lock, the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, about Town, came to Guild-Hall, in 
London, and ſending for the Lord-Mayor and 
Aldermen, made the following Declaration, 
vix. 


We doubt not but tbe World believes, tbat in 
this great and dangerous Conjunflure, ue are 
heartily and zealouſly concerned for the Proteſtant 
Religion, the Laws of the Land, and the Li- 
berties and Properties of the Subjet. And his 
Majeſty having withdrawn himſelf, We do there- 
fore unanimouſly reſolve to apply ourſelves to his 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange, Cc. 

And wwe do hereby declare, That we twill with 
our utmoſt Endeavours, affiſt his Highneſs in the 
obtaining ſuch a Parliament with all Speed, where- 
in our Laws, our Liberties and Properties may 
be ſecured, the Church of England in particular, 
with a due Liberty to Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
and in general, the Proteſtant Religion and In- 
tereſt over the whole World, may be ſupported 
and encouraged, to the Glory of God, the Happi- 
neſs of the eſtabliſhed Government in theſe King- 
doms, and the Advantage of all Princes and 
States in Chriſtendom, that may be herein con- 
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cerned, In the mean Time we will endeavour 
to preſerve, as much as in us lies, the Peace and 


Security of theſe great and populous Cities of 
London and Weſtminiſter, and the Parts ad- 


jacent, by taking Care to diſarm all Papiſts, and 
ſecure all Jeſuits, and Roman Prieſts, who are 
in and about the ſame. And if there be any 
thing more to be performed by us, for promot- 
ing his Highneſs's generous Intentions for the 


public Good, we ſhall be "_y to do it as Oc- 
cafion requires. 


Signed by V. Cant, T. Ebor, Pembroke, 
Derſet, Mulgrave, Thanet, Carliſle, . Craven, 
Ayleſbury, Burlington, Suſſex, Berkeley, Rocheſter, 
Newport, Weymouth, P. Wincheſter, W. Aſaph, 
F. Bly, Tho. Roffen, Tho. Petriburg, P. 
Wharton, North and Gray, Chandois, Monta- 
gue, T. Jermyn, Vaughan, Carbery, Culpepper, 
Crew, Oſulſten, And they ordered the Ear! 
of Pembroke, the Lord Viſcount Weymouth, 
the Biſhop of Eh, and the Lord Culpepper, 
forthwith to attend his Highneſs, the Prince 
of Orange, with the ſaid Declaration; and at 
the ſame Time to acquaint his Highneſs with 
what they had further done at this Meeting, 
Dated at Guild-Hall, the 11 of December, 
1688, but not according to the Doctrine of 
abſolute Paſſve- Obedience to Tyranny. 
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J. 130. The ſame Day the Lieutenancy 
of London, ſigned the following Addreſs to 
the Prince of Orange, at Guild-Hall, and ſent 
it by Sir Robert Clayton, Sir William Ruſſel, 


Sir Bazil Firebrace, and Charles Duncomb, Eſ- 
quire. Viz. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 

We can never ſufficiently expreſs the deep Senſe 
wwe have conceived, and ſhall ever retain in our 
Hearts, that your Highneſs has expoſed your Per- 
ſon to ſo many Dangers, by Sea and Land, for 
the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom, with- 
out which unparallel d Undertaking, we muſt pro- 
bably have ſuffered all the Miſeries that Popery 
and Slavery could have brought upon us, We 
have been ' greatly concerned, that before this Time 
we had not any ſeaſonable Opportunity to give 
your Highneſs and the World, a real Teſtimony, 
that it has been our firm Reſolution to venture 
all that is dear to us, to attain thoſe glorious 
Ends - which your Highneſs has propos d, for re- 
ſtoring and ſettliug theſe diſtradted Nations, We 
therefore, now unanimouſly preſent to your High- 
neſs, our juſt and due Acknowledgements for that 
happy Relief you have brought to us: And, that 
we may not be wanting at this preſent Con- 
jundlure, we have put ourſelves into ſuch a Po. 
ture, that by the Bleſſing of God we may be 
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capable to prevent all ill Deſigns, and to pre- 
ſerve this City in Peace and Safety, till your 
Highneſs will pleaſe to repair to this City, with 
what convenient Speed you can, for the perfecting 
the great Work which your Highneſs has fo hap- 
pily begun, to the general Joy and Satisfaction 
of us all, 


J. The ſame Day December the 11th, the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 
this City of London, in Common Council aſ- 
ſembled, agreed on, and ſigned an Addreſs to 
the Prince of Orange; imploring his Protection, 
and humbly beſeeching him to repair to this City, 
where his Highneſs ſhould be received with uni- 
verſal Foy and Satisfafiion, All which Adreſ- 
ſes were preſented to his Highneſs, the Prince 
of Orange, by the Perſons appointed, the 14th 
of December, at Henley upon Thames; but not 
according to Dr, Hickes, Dr. Whelten, Dr. 
Alterbury, Dr. Sacheverell's, &c. uncogditionate 
Obedience. | 

J. 132. On the 14th of December, the 
Privy Council and Peers, met again, at the 
Council-Chamber at White-Hell, and made an 
Order, Tat all Iriſh Officers and Soldiers ſhould 
deliver up their Arms to ſome of the Officers of 
the Ordinance, to be depofited in the Tower of 
London. Signed by Thomas Eber, . Hallifax, 


Derſtt, 
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Dorſet, Carliſle, Craven, Nottingham, Rocheſter, 
N. Dureſme, P. Wincheſter, North, and Gray, 


J. Trevor, J. Titus, 
133. At that Time all the Forts in 


England, except Portſmouth and Tilbury, were 
in the Prince's Hand. The ſame Day the 
Duke of Grafton, by an Order from the Lords 
of the Council, march'd thro“ the Strand, &c. 
at the Head of a Foot Regiment of Guards, 
to take the Fort of Tilbury out of the Hands 
of King James's Iriſh Soldiers. The 17th, 
King James diſcharged Leybourn, a Popiſp 
Biſhop out of Newgate. The 18th, the King 
went to Racbeſter, and the ſame Day the Prince 
of Orange came to- St. James's, attended by 
a great Number of Nobility and Gentry. And 
on the ſame Day, the Common-Council of the 
City paſſed an Order, That all the Aidermen, 
and their Common-Council Men of each Ward 
ſpou'd wait upon his Highneſs, and congratulate 
him upon his Arrival to the City; and on the 
20th they went to St. James's, where Sir George 
Treby, their Recorder, made the following 
Speech in their Names, viz. | 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 

J. 134. The Lord-Mayor being diſabled by 
Sickneſs, your Highneſs is attended by the Alder- 
men and Commons of the Capital City of this 
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Kingdom, deputed to congratulate your Highneſs 
upon this great and glorious Occaſion. 

In which labouring for Words, we cannot but 
come ſhort in Expreſſion: Rcviewing our late 
Danger, we remember our Church and State over- 
run by Popery and Arbitrary Power, and brought 
to the Point of Deſtruction, by the Conduct of 
Men (that were our true Invaders) that broke 
the ſacred Fences of our Laws (which was worſt) 
the very Conflitution of our Legiſlature. 

So that there was no Remedy but the laſt. 

The only Perſon under Heaven, that could ap- 
ply this Remedy, was your Highneſs, 

Dou are of a Nation, whoſe Alliance, in all 
Times, bas been agreeable and proſperous to us. 

You are of a Family moſt illuſtrious Bene- 
factors to Mankind; to have a Title of à So- 
vereign Prince, Stadtholder, and to have worn 
the Imperial Crown, are amongſt their leſſer 
Dignities. 

They bave long enjoy d a Dignity fingular and 
tranſcendent, viz. To be the Champions of Al- 
mighty God, ſent forth in ſeveral Ages to vindi- 
cate His Cauſe againſt the greateſt Oppreſſions. 

To this Divine Commiſſion our Nobles, our 
Gentry, and among them our brave Engliſh Sol- 
diers, render themſelves and their Arms upon your 
Appearing, Great Sir, 

When we look back to the laſt Month; and 
contemplate the Swiftneſs aud Fulneſs of our pre- 

ſent 


121 J 


fent Deliverance, aſtoniſbed we think it miracu- 
lous. p 

Your Highneſs, led by the Hand of Heaven, 
and calPd by the Voice of the People, bas pre- 
ſerved our deareſt Intereſts. 

The Proteſtant Religion, which is primitive 
Chriſtianity; reſtorèd our Laws, which are our 
ancient Title to our Lives, Liberties and Eftates, 
and without which, this World were a Wilder- 
eſs. 

But what Retribution can we make to your 
Highneſs? Our Thoughts are full cbarg d with 
Gratitude, 

Your Highneſs has a laſting Monument in the 
Hearts, in 'the Prayers, in the Praiſes of all 
good Men amongſt us. 

And late Poſterity will celebrate Your ever glo- 
rious Name, *till Time ſhall be no more. 


C. 135. On the 21ſt of December, about 
Sixty of the Peers met at St. James's, who 
all (except two) ſubſcribed a Paper in the 
Nature of an Aſſociation : After which his 
Highneſs made a ſhort Speech to them. 

C. 136. On the 22d, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal aſſembled at Weſiminſter, in 
the Houſe of Lords, and appointed Francis Gwin, 
Eſq; to fign ſuch Orders, as ſhould be from 
Time to Time by them mals, which was 
thus ſigned by 
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Thomas Ebor, Norfolk, Somerſet, Grafton, Or- 
mond, Beaufort, Northumberland, Hallifax, Ox- 
ford, Kent, Bedford, Pembroke, Dorſet, Devon- 
ſhire, Bollinbroke, Mancheſter, Rivers, Stamford, 
Thanet, Scarſdale, Clarendon, Burlington, Suſſex, 
Macclesfield, Radnor, Berkley, Nottingham, Ro- 
 ehefler, Fauconberg, Mordant, Newport, Wey- 
mouth, Hatton, V. Aſaph, F. Ely, La. Ware, 
R. Eure, P. Wharton, Paget, North and Gray, 
Chandois, Montague, Grey, Maynard, T. Jermyn, 
Vaughan, Carbery, T. Culpepper, Lucas, Delamere, 
Crew, Lumley, Carteret, Ofulſton. 

J. 137- The 23d, King James withdrew 
himſelf from Rocheſter, and went to Dover, 
and embark'd in a Veſſel there for France. 

J. 138. The aforegoing Peers being aſ- 
ſembled the 29th of December in the Houſe 
of Lords, ſigned and preſented to his High- 
neſs this Addreſs, 


We, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aſ- 
ſembled in this Conjunflure, do defire your High- 
nes to take upon you the Adminiſtration of the 
Public Affairs, both Civil and Military; and the 
Diſpoſal of the Public Revenue, for the Preſer- 
vation of our Religion, Rights, Laws, Liberties 
and Properties, and of the Peace of the Nation, 
ill the meeting of the Convention, Jan. 22. And 
the Lords, Sc. did humbly deſire his High- 
neſs to cauſe Letters to be 'written, ſubſcribed 
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by himſelf, to all the Lords, being Proteſtants, 
and all the Counties, Cc. to ſend Members 
to the Convention, on Jan. 22d. 

J. 139. On the 19th of January following, 
about thirty Lords, and eighty Gentlemen fo 
Scotland, ſign'd a Paper to the ſame Purpoſe, 
which was delivered to his Highneſs, in their 
Preſence, by the Duke of Hamilton, their Pre- 
ſident. 


C. 140. On Jan. 22d, 1689. The Con- 
vention being met according to his Highneſs's 
Order, they order'd, That the Thanks of both 
Houſes ſhould be returned to bis Highneſs in the 


Behalf of the Whole Nation, for his Highneſss 


happy Deliverance of this Kingdom from Popery, 
Slavery, and Deſpotick Power, and fer the Pre- 
ſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Laws, Rights, Privileges, and Cuſtoms of our 
Land, &c. And both Houſes order'd the z iſt 
of January for a Day of public Thankſgiving 
in London and Weſtminſter, and within Ten 
Miles Diſtance, for that great Deliverance : And 
on the 14th of February following, through- 
out the whole Kingdom. But not according 
to the Doctrine of abſolute. Paſſive-Obedience. 
C. 141. On the 28th of January the Con- 
vention paſſed this Vote.. Reſolved, That King 
James the Second having endeavoured to ſubvert 
the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, by breaking the 
Original Contraf# between King and People, and 


by 


f L 1241 
by the Advice of Jeſuits, and other wicked Per- 
ſons, having violated the fundamental Laws, and 
having withdrawn himſelf out of this Kingdom, 
hath Abdicated the Government, and that the 


Throne is thereby become vacant, Was this aC- 
cording to the Doctrine of Non-Refiſtance ? 
J. 142. On the 6th of February the Lords 
aſſented to the ſaid Vote. 
C. 143 The Word Abdicated relates to 
all the Clauſes aforegoing, as well as to his 
deſerting the Kingdom, or elſe they would 
have been wholly in vain; the Meaning of 
that Word is, that King James by violating 
the Original Contract, and by endeavouring 
to ſubvert the fundamental Conſtitution, and 
by refuſing to reſtore it to its former Con- 
dition (all which was expreſs'd by his with- 
drawing himſelf out of the Kingdom) did ab- 
dicate the Government, that is, by refuſing to 
govern us according to that Law by which 
he held the Crown, he did implicitly renounce 
his Title to it; for *tis a Right inherent and 
inſeparable from all Nations, to have the 
ſame Power of making Laws for their own 
Preſervation and better eee that their 
Anceſtors had. . 0 
J. 144. And on the 12th, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, did 
reſolve, 7. a0. William and Mary, Prince and 
Princeſs 
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Princeſs of Orange, be declared King and _ 
of England, Ge. 

J. 145 On the 13th, the Lords as Com- 
mons order'd a Proclamation to be publiſh'd, 
wherein they ſay, That the Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange having accepted the Crown ac- 
cording to their Deſire: We, therefore the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, together 
. with the Lord-Mayor and Citizens of London, 
and others of the Commons of this Realm, do 
with full Conſent publiſh and proclaim William 
and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, to 
be King and Queen of England, &c. But not 
according to the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſve- 
Obedience. By this Revolution the Body of the 
People of England are reſtored to their ancient 
Right, and the Government re-eſtabliſhed upon 
its primitive and original Foundation, and the 


pretended Divine Right of Succeſſion is now 
vaniſhed. 


C. 146. In the Declaration of the Nobility 
and Gentry, and Commonalty, aſſembled at 
Nottingham, to aſſiſt the Prince of Orange. We 
hope (lay. they) all good Proteſtant Subjects will, 
with their Lives and Fortunes, be aſfſtant to 
us, and not to be bugbear'd with the opprobious 
Terms of Rebels, by which they would fright us, 
to become perfect Slaves to their Tyrannical In- 
ſolences and Uſurpations. For we aſſure ourſelves, 
that no rational and unbiaſsd Perſon will judge 
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it Rebellion, to defend our Laws and Religion, 
which all our Princes have ſworn to at their 


' Coronation. We own it Rebellion to reſiſt a King 


that governs by Law, but he was always ac- 


counted a Tyrant that made bis Will the Law, 


and to reſiſt ſuch a one, we juſtly eſteem no Re- 
bellion, but a neceſſary Defence: And in this 
Conſideration we doubt mt of all honeſt Mens 
Aſſiſtance, and bumbly hope for, and implore the 


great God's Protection, that turneth the Hearts 


of bis People, as pleaſeth him beſt; it having 
been obſerved, that People can never be of one 
Mind, without his Inſpiration, which bath in all 
Ages confirmed that Obſervation, Vox Populi 
eſt Vox Dei. 

J. 147. Now, according to the Doctrine 
of Paſſive- Obedience, without Reſerve, as has 
been preach'd up, (and is now began to be 
reviv'd again) all thoſe Biſhops, Clergy, No- 
bility, Gentlemen and Commonalty, who had 
a Hand in the late Revolution, and held that 
Doctrine, and now hold the ſame Doctrine, 
may expect a double Portion of St. Paul's 
Damnation, for rebelling againſt their own 
Doctrine. = 
J. 148. In King James the Firſt's Reign, 
that ridiculous Doctrine of Kings being Jure 
Divino was firſt preached, which was never 
before heard of in all the Eaſtern Tyrannies 
and in King Cbarles the Firſt's Time, when 
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Popiſh and French Councils found Admiſſion 
at Court, then aroſe the Doctrine of Paſfor- 
Obedience without Reſerve. There can be no 
Proofs made of a divine Appointment of Kings, 
or of any other Governors, or Forms of Govern- 
ment, (ſo as to be a Rule for any People or 
Nation to go by) or that all the Revolutions 
and Accidents that have happen'd in the 
World were by divine Appointment ; which 
to aſſert, is to make God the Author, or Ap- 
prover of all the Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, 
and Deſolation which have happen'd in the 
World, which is a damnable Sin to aſſert, 
C. 149. Where was the nonſenſical laviſh 
Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience to Tyranny when 
Eliſha prayed for Blindneſs to come upon 
thoſe who were ſent by the King of Syria ta 
fetch him? And when he commanded the 
Door to be ſhut, and the Meſlenger to be 
held faſt, who was ſent for his Head by the 
King of Jfrae!? And when Azariah, with 
fourſcore valiant Prieſts, thruſt out Uzziab, 
their lawful King, out of the Temple for his 
Idolatry? And when Eljab deſtroyed the 
two Captains with Fire from Heaven, with 
the Hundred Men under their Command, 
who were ſent at twice by King Abaziab to 
fetch him? And when the Children of Jfracl 
llew Amaziah, their lawful King, for his 

Idolatry, without any Appointment in Scrip» 
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ture, or Prophecy of his Downfall? And 


yet this is no where call'd Rebellion, neither 


were they puniſhed by his Son, who was made 
King in his Father's ſtead. And when Mat- 
thias, and his Friends pulled down the Altars 
which were adapted to Idols? 1 Maccab. ii. 
25. 45. And when the Edomites revolted from 


Jeboram, and made themſelves a King? And 


Libna did alſo revolt becauſe of his evil 
Government, 2 Chron. xxi. without any Ap- 
pointment or foretelling of their Revolt by 
God in Scripture, or being called Rebels. 
And when Saul's Subjects ſwore that Saul 
ſhould not Kill Jonathan, and they reſcued 
him that he died not, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. And 
tho* the People ſinned grievouſly in aſking a 
King, yet. God aſſented to their Demand, 
and no Prince was ever more ſolemnly in- 
ſtituted than Saul. The People choſe him by 
Lot from amongſt all the Tribes, and he 
was placed in the Throne by the general Con- 
ſent of the whole Nation: But he turning 
his lawful Power into Tyranny, diſobeying 
the Word of the Prophet, ſlaying the Prieſts, 
ſparing the Amalckites, and oppreſſing the in- 
nocent, overthrew his own Right, and God 
declared the Kingdom, which had been given 
him under a conditional Promiſe of Perpetuity, 
to be entirely abrogated. This did not only 
give a Right to the whole People of oppo- 
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ling him, but to every particular Man; and 
upon this Account David did not only fly 
from his Fury, but refiſted it, by making 
himſelf Head of all the diſcontented Perſons 
that would follow him : - He had at firſt Four, 
and afterwards Six Hundred Men; he kept 
theſe in Arms againſt Saul, and lived upon 
the Country, and reſolved to deſtroy Nabaſb 
with all his Houſe, only for refuſing to ſend 
Proviſions for his Men; and finding himſelf 
weak and unſafe, he went to Achiſh the Phi- 
li ine, and offered his Service againſt Iſrael. 
This was never reputed a Sin in David, or 
in thoſe that followed him, except by the 
wicked Court-Flatterer, Doeg the Edomite, and 
the drunken Fool Nabal, who is ſaid to be. 
a Man of Belial. David, by entertaining and 
arming as many as came to him, even to 
Six Hundred Men, ſufficiently ſhewed his In- 
tention rather to reſiſt than to fly: And no 
other Reaſon can be given why he did not 
further purſue that Intention, than that he 
had not Power enough, is plain, by his going 
to Keilah, and deſiring their Aſſiſtance; and 
if the Men of Keilab would have giſſiſted him, 
and been true to him, he would have fovght_ 
Saul and his Army, elſe why did he enquire 
of the Lord, whether the Men of Keilab 
would deliver him up into the Hands of Saul, 
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and upon the Lord's anſwering, they would 
deliver him up, he and his Men departed the 
City, 1 Sam. xxiii. David had no other 
Right of making War againſt hboſheth, Saul's 
Son, than againſt Saul, unleſs the Tribe of 
Judah ad made him King. But as David 
did reſiſt the Authority of Þboſheth, without 
aſſuming the Power of a King, tho* defign'd 
by God, and anointed by the Prophet, *till 
he was made King of Judah by that Tribe 
or arrogating to himſelf a Power over the 
other Tribes, *till he was made King by them, 
and had entered into a Covenant with them; 
tis much more certain that the Perſons and 
the pretended Authority of Tyrannical Kings, 
who can have no Title to the Privilege, 
which were due to Saul by Virtue of his 
Inſtitution, may be juſtly reſiſted. But if Saul 
who was made King by the whole People, 
and anointed by the Command of God, might 
be reſiſted when he departed from the Law 
of his Inſtitution; it cannot be doubted but 
that any other for the like Reaſon may be 
reſiſted, If Reſiſtance was unlawful, and a 
Sin, furely David, a Man after God's own 
Heart, would have known it; and he would 
not have involved the Six Hundred Men that 
came to his Aſſiſtance, in the Sin of Rebel- 
lion, but would have told them the Prince 


E 
was not to be reſiſted, tho' never ſo great 4 
Tyrant. According to the pretended Doctrine 
of Jure Divino, the vileſt Slave in T/rae! had 
become the Lord's Anointed, if he could 
have kill'd David, Solomon, &c. and found 
Villains to place him in the Throne. 

C. 1509. Where was the Bow-ſtring Doctrine 
of Abſolute Paſſive-Obedience when the primi- 
tive Chriſtians called in Conſtantine the Great, 
to aid and aſſiſt them againſt the Tyranny 
and Perſecution of Maxentius and Maximinius, 
with Force of Arms with which they con- 
quer'd thoſe Perſecutors in ſeveral Battles fought 
againſt them ? And when the primitive Chriſtians 
reſiſted Lucinius their Emperor, for petſecuting 
them contrary to Law; and Conſtantine the 
Great joined with themz who held it bis Duty, 
ſaith Euſebius, to deliver an infinite Number of 
People, by cutting off a few wicked ones, as the 
Peſts and Plagues of the Times? And when 
the primitive Chriſtians under the King of 
Perſia, reſiſted him for perſecuting them, and 
were aſſiſted by Theodo/ius the Reman Empe- 
ror, who told the King of Perſia, He was 
ready to defend them, and no ways to ſee them 
ſuffer for Religion? And when the Chriſtians 
of Armenia the Greater, made a League with 
the Romans for the ſecuring of their Perſons 
and Religion againſt the Per/ians, under whom 
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they lived? And when the Novatians, aſſiſted 
by the Orthodox, reſiſted and beat the Mace- 
donians, tho* they were aſſiſted by Conflantius 
the Emperor with four thouſand Men to drive 
them from Paphlegonia? And when the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians deſtroyed Julian's idolatrous 
Temple? And when the Lutheran Churches 
defended themſelves againſt the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth? And when the Proteſtants of 
Auſtria took up Arms, Anno 1608. againſt 
Matthias King of Hungary, for denying them 
the free Exerciſe of their Religion. 

E. 131. Where was the cruel and barba- 
rous Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience, when 
the whole Church of England, in feveral Con- 
vocations, juſtified the Proteſtants in the re- 
ſiſting of their Tyrannical Princes, and not 
only maintained in Words, the Juſtice of 
their Reſiſtance, but which is more, they laid 
down their Purſes to help them; and charg- 
ed themſelves deeply with Taxes, in Con- 
ſideration of Queen Elizabelb's great Charges 
and Expences 1a aſlitting them: As you 
may fee in the Clergy's Subſidy Acts in that 
Reign. | 
J. 152, Quinto Elizabethe, Cap. 24. Among 
other Conſiderations, for which the Clergy 
give their Sublicy of Six Shillings in the 
Pound, they have theſe Words; And finally, 
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pondering the ineftimable Charges ſuſtained by your 
Highneſs, as well of late Days in reducing the 
Realm of Scotland to Unity and Concord, as 
alſo in procuring as much as in your Highneſs 
lieth, by all Kind of godly and prudent Means, 
the abating of al! Hoſtility and Perſecution with- 
in the Nam of France, praftiſed ana uſed 
againſt the Profeſſors of God's holy Goſpel, and 
true Religion. The firſt Thing in this Paſſage 
is the Queen's Aſſiſtance of the Scotch in their 
Reformation, wherein they were oppoſed by 
the Queen of Scots. Which is ſet down at 
large in our Chronicles, Stow, p. 640. The 
Parliament, in their Subſidy Act, at the ſame 
Time, Cap. 27. call this Aſſiſtance, „The 
% Princely and upright Preſervation of the 
« Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of 
e Scotland from eminent Captivity and Deſo- 
&« lation.” The other they called“ The god- 
« ly and prudent Means for abating Ho- 
e ſtility and Perſecution within the Realm 
« of France.” Stow, p. 650. informs us, that 
by thoſe Means wee the burces fenr under 
Dudley, Earl of Warwick, to Newhaven, ta 
aſſiit the rench Proteſtants who were then in 
Arms. This Aſſiſtance of the Queen, Par- 
liament and Clergy. was a damnable Sin, ac- 
cording to the Doctcine of ablolute, paſſive 
and unconditionated Obedience, which ſome 
1 of 
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of our Clergy do now hold: for they that 
are aiding and aſſiſting to Rebels, are as bad 
as Rebels themſelves: But all the Biſhops 
and Clergy in Convocation, held no ſuch 
Doctrine in thoſe Days; for they call that 
Aſſiſtance, the Uſe of godly and prudent 
Means to abate Hoſtility and Perſecution, 
practiſed and vſed againſt the Profeſſors of 
God's holy Goſpel and true Religian. 

J. 153. 35 Eliz. Cap. 12. The Cler- 
gy grant another Subſidy in Confideration of 
Her Majeſty's Charges, „ in the provident 
and needful Prevention of ſuch intended 
« Attempts, as intend to the Extirpation of 
« the ſincere Profeſſion of the Goſpel, both 
«© here and elſewhere.” The Parliament's Sub- 
ſidy Act at the ſame Time declares theſe 
Reaſons for their Tax, Cap. 13. Be/ides the 
great and perpetual Honour which it hath plea- 
ſed God to give your Majeſly abroad, in making 
you the principal Support of guſt and religious 
Cauſes againſt Uſurpers Beſides the great 
Succours in France and Flanders, which we do 
concerve to be moſt honourable in Regard of the 
ancient Leagues, the Juſtice and Equity of their 
Cauſes, And in the 39 Eliz. Cap. 27. they 
iay, This Lend is become, ſince your Majeſty's 
bappy Days, both a Port and Haven of Refuge, 
for dijirejſea States and Kingdoms, and a Rock 
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and Bulwark of Oppoſition againſt the Tyraunies 
and ambitious Attempts of mighty and uſurping 
Potentates. 

J. 154. 43. Eliz. Cap. 17. The Clergy 
in their Subſidy Act, ſay, For who bath, or 
ſhould have a livelier Senſe, or better Remem- 
brance of your Majeſty's Princely Courage and 
Conſtancy in advancing and protefiing the free 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel, within and without your 
Majeſty's Dominions than your Clergy, King 
Charles the Firſt, and the Biſhops and Clergy 
of England, aſſiſted the Proteſtants of France? 
So that if tie Scotch, French and] Dutch Pro- 
teſtants were deem'd Rebels in their Re- 
ſiſtance of their lawful Sovereigns, then the 
Church and Parliament of England, quite 
through Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and in King 
Charles the Firſt's Reign, by their aſſiſtiag of 
them, involved themſelves in the ſame Guilt, 
For it is utterly unlawful, and a horrid Sin 
to aſſiſt Subjects in the Violation of their 
Duty and Allegiance, and to aid them in re- 
ſiſting the Ordinance of God. Bur this be- 
ing too abſurd to be believed of Confeſſors, 
and Men who had hazarded their 1.:vcs for 
the Proteſtant Religion, it is plain thar they 
held Reſiſtance to be lawful in theſe Cases, 
tho* it be not to be found in their Catechiin, 
nor in the Book of /omilies; For it they 

K 4 had 


( 136 


had thought it utterly unlawful to aſſiſt Sub- 
jects againſt tyrannical Princes, or that St. 
Paul had threatned it with Damnation, they 
muſt have been willing to purchaſe it at a 
very dear Rate, ſince they apply'd a whole 
Years Revenue of all the Benefices of Eng- 
land, to reſiſt the Ordinance of God. By 
this it appears, that the new modiſh Doct- 
rine of ſubmitting to all Sorts of lawleſs Op- 
preſſion is Madneis and Innovation, and 
wholly unknown to the Compilers of our 
Homilies. So if they who now hold the 
ſame Opinion be in an Error, they err with 

X their Fathers, with the Church and Par- 
liament of England, and with moſt of the 
Proteſtants in Europe, in all Ages. Then 
they do err in good Company. Now Dr. 
Sacheucrell, Dr. Biches, Dr. Welion, Dr. Altter- 
bury, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Whaley, and Mr. 
Tilly of Oxſord, Mr, Lefly, Mr. Collier, Mr. 
Milbourne, and all others who hold the Doctrine 
of ablolute Paſſive-Obedience? What ſay you? 
are vou wiſer than all our Fore Fathers? 
For Shame tecant, left you be taken for 
Mad- men, Fools or Knaves. 

C. 155. And where was abſolute Paſſive- 
Obedience, when the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany invited Guſtavus Adolphus, King of 
S$:veden, to come into Germany to affiſt them 


againſt 
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againſt their lawful Prince, for perſecuting 
of them; and when the Proteſtants joined 
with him upon his Arrival; and when King 
Charles the Firſt aſſiſted them with Men from 
England ? 

C. 156. Biſhop Jewel, one of thoſe that 
wrote the Homilies, ſaith, in the Defence of 
his Apology, p. 16. That neither Luther, 
Melancthon, Cc. taught the People to rebell 
againſt their Prince, but only to defend them- 
ſelves by all lawful Means againſt Oppreſſion, 
as did David againſt King Saul. So do the 
Nobles in France at this Day: They ſeek 
not to kill, but to ſave their own Lives, as 
they have proteſted by public Writing to the 
World. As for us, we are Strangers unto 
their Caſe; they themſelves are beſt acquaint- 
ed with the Laws and Conſtitutions of their 
Country ; and therefore are beſt able to yield 
Account of the Grounds and Reaſons of 
their Doings. 

J. 157. Biſhop Bilſon, in his Book of the 
true Difference between Chriſtian Subjection and 
unchriſtian Rebellion, (dedicated to Queen Eliza- 
beth" in defence of the Proteſtants of France, 
againſt the unjuſt Oppreſſions of their King, faith, 
1 will not raſb y pronounce all that refit to be 
Rebels : Caſes may fall out in Chriftian King- 
dams where People may plead their Right againſt 

the 
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the Prince, and not be cbarged with Rebellion. 
As if a Prince ſball go about to ſubjet} his 
Ringaom to a foreign Realm, or change the Form 
of the ommon-wealth, from Empire to Tyran- 
ny, or negleft the Laws eſtabliſhed by common 
Conſent of the Prince and People, to execute bis 
own Pleaſure: In theſe and other Caſes which 
mu ht be named, if the Nobles and Commons 
Join together to defend their ancient and ac- 
cuſtom'a Liberty, they may not be accounted Ne- 
bels. | 

C. 158. In King Charles the Firſt's Reign, 
we have the Judgment of Biſhop Albot, that 
the Cauſe of the primitive Chriſtians and us 
differs in this, That they had no Legal Right 
for their Religion, but were ſubjef? to the meer 
Pleaſure of the Government; and whilſt it was 
ſo, they made no Reſiſtance. But under Con- 
ſtantine the Emperor, they had Laws on their 
Side, then they allowed of Reſiſtance. 

G. i59. Heyden, Com. J. 8. tells us, that 
Luther had always taught, That the Magiſtrate 
might not be reſiſted; and there was a little 
Book of his extant upon that Subject. But 
when the Lawyers, in a Conference, proved, 
Tha, Reſiſiance was allowed by the Laws in 
ſome Caſes, Luther ingeniouſly profeſſed, That 
be did not know the 1.awfulneſs of it before; 
and then. ſaid, Tbat being the Goſpel doth not 

bar, 


1 139 1 

bar, nor aboliſh the Laws of the Siate, as be 
had always taught; and becauſe many Things 
might ſo happen, that not only Matter of Right, 
but alſo the Force and Neceſſity of Conſcience 
might occaſion u to arm; therefore an , ſſociati- 
on might be entered into, to defend ourſelves in 
Caſe Cæſar himſelf ſhould make War upon us, 
or any one elſe in Cæſar's Name. In another 
Book of his he warned all Men in general, 
That they ſhould not obey the Magijlrate, if be 
raiſed the Militia for ſch a Mar. 

J. 160. At the ſame Time there were 
Seven Princes, and Twenty four Proteſtant 
Cities, which entered into an Aſſociation againſt 
the Emperor, (Sleyd. Com. l. 18.) As for his 
charging us with Rebellion (ſay they) there is 
nothing at all in it; and be knows in his Con- 
ſcience that we are wronged. If he had flood 
to bis former Compacts and Decrees, we alſa 
ſhould have done our Duty: but becauſe he has 
broken them; and beſides our Obedience is due to 
God in the firſt Place, let him lay the Blame 
upon himſelf: For being be endeavours the De- 
ſtruction of our Religion and Liberty, he gives 
us Cauſe to oppoſe him with a good Conſcience ; 
For in that Caſe it is lawful to reſiſt, as may 
be made appear, both from ſacred and prophane 
Hiſtory. e For unjuſt Violence is by no Means the 
Ordiuance of Gd; neither are we any otherwiſe 
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bound to him, than upon Performance of the 
Conditions, upon which he was made Empe- 
ror. 

C. 161. The Citizens of Magdeburgh ſay, 
That they could not be proved guilty of Rebel- 
lion, either by the Law of God, or the Law of 
Man: 4 hat thoſe who took up Arms againſt 
them, made War ujon Chriſt h:mſelf, &c. every 
Body eaftly underſtands, how utterly unlawful it 
is to offer any Violence to us. Sleyd. Com. 
1. 2. 

C. 162. Melanfthon was of the ſame Opinion 
as Luther, as co the Lawiulneſs of Keſiſtance, 
as in many Places of his Writings it doth 
appear; as was St. Chry/oſlom before them 
both: And in his Commentary on Proverbs 
XXiv. 21, 22, he faith, The Goſpel allows us 
to make Uſe of politic Laws, which are rea- 
fonable: Nay, if a lawful Defence were not 
allowed by the Goſpel, the Goſpel itſelf 
would be transformed into a State- Doctrine, 
and would eſtabliſh infinite Slavery, which it 
does not. And in his common Places, call'd 
Vinditta, upon theſe Words of our Saviour, 
He that takes the Sword, ſhall periſh by the 
Sword; he ſays, bor a Man to take the 
Sword, is to araw it when it is not put into 
hi; Hands by the Laus; thereſrre he who 
offers unjuſt Violence, takes the Sword : But on 

the 
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the other hand, he who uſes à juſt Defence does 
not take the Sword, but be draws a Sword 
which the Laws put into his Hands. And in 
his Commentary on Rom xiii. upon theſe 
Words; Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjef, not 
only for Wrath but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; 
he ſays, That theſe Words do concern not only 
the Subjeft, but alſo the Magiſtrates themſelves, 
who when they turn Tyrants do overthrow the 
Ordinance of God, no leſs than the ſeditious. 
And therefore their Conſciences are guilty to, 
becauſe they obey not the Ordinance of God, 
that is, the Laws, which they. ought to obey : 
Therefore the Threatnings, which are here ſet 
down, do pertain likewiſe to them. Let all 
Perſons therefore, by the Severity of this 
Command be moved, not to think the 
Violation of the Conſtitution to be a light 
Sin, 

J. 164. Zuinęlius, one of the three firſt 
Reformers, in his Pious and Friendly Admoni- 
tion to the Republic of the Switzers, diſcourſes 
much of his Country's throwing off the Yoke 
of Oppreſſion; and reckons that St. Paul 
was of the ſame Mind, when he ſaid, But 
if thou may'ſt be free, uſe it rather: Whi h 
Eternal Counſel of God, our valiant An- 
ceſtors following with -undaunted Courage, 
were bleſſed with wonderful Succeſſes, Cc. 
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And in his Opus Articulorum, Art. 40, 41; 
42. he ſays, They deſerve what they ſuffer, 
who live under Oppreſſion, and a great deal more; 
they have no Wrong done them, he bids them 
periſh with their Oppreſſor. He ſays, that the 
dreadful Plagues that followed the Jews, Jer. 
XV. 3, 4. upon account of the Wickedneſs of 
Manaſſeh, and the Blood which be fhed in je- 
ruſalem, were moſt juſt Puniſhments, and de- 
ſervedly inflifted upon that ON becauſe they 
ſulfer d him to do it, &c 

C. 165. Lucifer de Cagliari in his Book 
De non parciendo in Deum delinquentibus (a Book 
approved by St. Athanaſius, who calls him 
a new Elias, p. 1068, declares, That he bes 
lieved it was lawful to reſiſt Kings under the 
Old Teſtament, and alſo to put them to Death, 
in Caſe of Idolatry, which, he maintains, the 
Arians were puilty of. 

J. 166. St. Auſtin ſpeaking of the Be- 
haviour of the Chriſtians towards Julian, ſaith 
to this Effect, That the Chriſtian Soldiers ſer- 
ved under this Infidel Emperor, and whete theit 
Religion was not concerned, made Conſcience of 
obeying him; but where, indeed, it came to the 
Cauſe of Cbriſt, there they made as much Con: 
ſcience of diſobeying him, Aug. in Pf. 124. 

J. 167, 
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C. 167. It was the Miſery of moſt of 
the Proteſtants in other Countries, as well 
as thoſe in Germany, in the Beginning of 
their Reformation, to fall under Oppreſſion, 
particularly the French, Scotch and Dutch Pro- 
teſtants: And it is well known they all de- 
fended themſelves, and uſed R ſiſtance, which, 
in Scotland, ended in an eſtabliſhed Refor- 
mation of the Proteſtant Religion; in Hol- 
land, it ended in an abſolute Freedom, both 
from the Popiſh and Spaniſh Yoke; and in 
France, it ended in a free Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion, but was ſoon interrupted by the true 
Popiſh Faith and Friendſhip of a Maſſacre ; 
ſo that they were forced to fight all over 
again, and who are now under the ſame 
Bondage of Tyranny and Opprefſion again. 
I defire that it may be obſerved, that neither 
theſe Germans, Scotch, Dutch, nor French, in 
their firſt War, ever pretended that their 
Religion was eſtabliſhed by Law, and thereby 
made a Part of the Government of their 
Country, which Men by their Allegiance, 
are bound to defend; but they uſed Re- 
ſiſtance to repel the Violence which was done 
only to their Civil Rights, and to the Native 
Liberty of their Conſciences. It were fool- 
iſh Impertinence to cite the Authorities of 
thoſe that were engaged in thoſe Reſiſtances; 

and 
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and it were endleſs to cite all the foreign 
Divines who look'd on, and applauded them, 
and called them The Lord's Battles. 
IJ. 168. The Government of the Roman 
Emperors heretofore was abſolute and un- 
mixed; they govern'd at Pleaſure; they made 
Laws, and unmade them again, and had the 
Sovereign Power of Life and Death, for which 
Reaſon the Chriſtians could with no Pretence 
reſiſt the Violence of thoſe Times, or defend 
themſelves againſt the Wrongs Which were 
done them. Now while their Condition con- 
tinu'd thus, the Chriſtians were killed, but 
did not kill: Notwithſtanding, when under 
Conſtantine the Emperor, they were rather for 
killing, than being killed; and having van- 
quiſhed ſeveral Uſurpers, and Lucinius the Em- 
peror, they threw off the Yoke of Perſe- 
cution. | 
J. 169. If God had commanded the 
Yoke of Subjection to the Tyrannical Will 
of Princes, *tis ſtrange that neither of the 
Prophets Eliſha, or Elijab, nor Azariah, nor 
David, with his Followers, nor the Fews, un- 
der their Kings, nor the Primitive Chriſtians 
after their Religion was eſtabliſhed by Laws, 
nor any of the ancient Fathers, nor any of 
the Reformed Churches, ſhould not have known 
this 


(145. ] 
this Doctrine of AZ/olute Paſſrve Obedience to 
the Will and Pleaſure of Tyrannical Princes. 

J. 170. If reſiſting of the ſupreme Authority 
be unlawful upon any Account whatſoever, then 
were all thoſe People guilty of Rebellion, 
who, in all Ages, have reſiſted, or turn'd 
out their evil and deſtructive Kings and Go- 


vernors; then the Jews were guilty of this 


Sin, for turning out ſeveral of their Kings, 
without any Appointment from God in Scrip- 
ture. So likewiſe the Primitive Chriſtians 
did involve themſelves under the Guilt of 
St. Paul's Damnation for reſiſting of their 
Emperors; and, likewiſe, the Chriſtians, in 


all Ages, who have reſiſted, or turn'd out 


their evil Princes by turning them out, Ce. 
and then Aubanaſius, (the ſuppoſed Author of 
the Creed). and thoſe Chriſtians with him, 
did alſo come under the Guilt of St. PauPs 
Damnation for approving of Calaritanus's Book, 
which, according to the Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſive- Obedience, was a treaſonable and re- 
- bellious Book; for the Incendiaries to Re- 
bellion, are as guilty as they that are actually 
in it. | 

J. 171. It is unjuſt and unreaſonable to 
- aſſert any abſolute Paſlive-Obedience to any 
but the Laws of God, and to the Laws of 
the Land, which is moſt certainly due, and 
L no 
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no otherwiſe. And for any of our Nobility, 
or Gentry, Sc. who had any Hand in, che 
late Revolution, to ſuffer any other abſolute 
Paſſive-Obedience to be  preach'd, by. any 
Member of either Houſe of the Convention- 
Parliament; is to ſuffer themſelves to be 
call'd damn'd Rebels and Traytors, and the 
Revolution a damn'd Rebellion, and the Queen, 
the Biſhop of London, the Dutcheſs of Mart- 
borough, and the Lady Berkley, damn'd Re- 
bels and Traytors, for going to the Army 
in the North. 

J. 172. He that lets any Perſon whatſo- 
ever deſtroy him, contrary to, Law, when it 
is in his Power to preſerve his Life by de- 
fending himſelf, does tacitly conſent to his 
own Death, which he is obliged to defend by 
the Law of Nature, and therefore is guilty 
of his own Blood, as well as he that deſtroys 
him; whereas by defending himſelf, there can 
be but one guilty of Blood, (which is the 
Invader) in which Defence, if he kills the 
other, his Blood lies at his own Door; by 
which it follows that Paſſive-Obedience to 
unjuſt Violence is a Sin, but reſiſting ſuch 
Violence is no Sin, but the Duty of every 
Man. The firſt Duty which I owe is to 
God, the Second to myſelf, in preferving 
myſelf, Cc. the third to my Parent and So- 

vereign, 
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vereign, in obeying of them in all Thingy 


reaſonable and lawful. 

C. 173. The Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience, 

without Reſerve is charging God with as pal- 
pable a Contradiftion as any two Things 
can be, it being diametrically oppoſite to 
the Law of Self-Preſervation, which js the 
Law of Nature, and the Decree of the Als 
mighty, which Law. is ſacred, and not to be 
infringed by any Man. 
. 174. It is not the Doctrine of * Gof- 
pel, or of Jcſus Chriſt, to be paſſive beyond 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country; this 
were to make God the Author, or Ap- 
prover of all the Perſccutions, and innocent 
Blood that has been ſpilt in the World by 
evil Princes and Governors. Whereas God 
never commanded any Thing contrary to the 
Law of Nature. 

J. 175, All Men have both a natural 
and civil Right and Property in their Lives, 
*rill they have forfeited them by the Laws 
of their Country. p 
| fd. 176. When the Law of a come 
makes it Death to be a Chriſtian, then they 
are to lay down their Lives for Chriſt's 
Sake. This is the only Caſe wherein the 
Goſpel requires Paſſive- Obedience, when the 
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Laws are againſt a Man, and this was the 


Caſe of the firſt Chriſtians. 
C. 177. The Goſpel is ſo far from en- 


ſlaving us, or diveſting us of thoſe Rights 
and Privileges which we have already, that 
it encourages us to procure more Liberties 
and Franchiſes, if we' can come honeſtly by 
them; read x Cor, vii. 21, 22, 23. with 
Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe upon them. 

C. 178. St. Paul himſelf was not for ab- 
ſolute Paſſive-Obedience, for when the chief 
Captain commanded him to be ſcourged, he 
ſaid unto the Centurion, Is it lawful for you 
to ſcourge a Roman uncondemn'd? Altho' it is 
very plain, that he and Silas, who ſuffer'd 
with him, had offended as they were ac- 
cuſed, and were guilty of breaking the Ro- 
man Laws, by teaching Cuſtoms which were 
not lawſul for them to receive, or obſerve, 
and the Magiſtrates of Philippi, one of the 
chief Cities of Macedonia having put them in | 
Priſon, and beaten them for it, would after- 
wards have let them go; but St. Paul ſaid, 
That they had beaten them illegally, and they 
would not depart out of Priſon, and the Ma- 
giſtrates came and beſought them, and brought 
them out, Acts xvi. 12, 36, 37, 39. and 
xxii. 24, 25. 


C. 179. 


e 
J. 179. According to Paul's Exhortation 
to the Romans, all Magiſtrates are the Pow- 
ers that be (he does not ſay the ſupreme 
Powers that be) if St. Pau! had ſaid the 
Power that is, is ordained of God, it would 
have inferred only the ſupreme, becauſe he 
would then have ſpoken in the ſingular Num- 
ber. But he ſaying, That the Powers that 
be, were ordained of God, does imply that 
all Magiſtrates are thoſe Powers. Then, ac- 
cording to the Saying of St. Paul, the Lord- 
Mayor, and all the Aldermen of London 
(except thole few Aldermen that are not 
Juſtices of the Peace) and al]! Conſtables are 
Saint Paul's Powers: Now all thoſe Powers 
are choſen, Vox Populi, Vox Dei: To reſiſt 
any of theſe Powers in the Adminiſtration or 
Execution of the Laws is a Sin, and every 
Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Re- 
pentance and Forgiveneſs of God: Yet theſe 
Powers may be reſiſted, profecuted, and 
puniſhed, according to the Nature of his, or 
their Crimes. Now, can any Man fay, that 
theſe Magiſtrates are ordained of God, or 
have their Power from God, any more than 
that all Men are ordained of God, and 
have their Lives and Strength from him, 
which is their Power, and in the executing 
of this Power, they have Power to do Good 
L 3 or 
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or Evil? Before they are choſen Magiſtrates, 
they have no more Power than other Men, 
but when choſen, the Law is their Power, 
beyond which they cannot go without incur- 
ring the Penalty thereof. 

EC. 180 St. Paul's Powers, according to 
our Conſtitution, are the Legiſlative Authority 
of this Nation, the Three Eſtates in Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, who are the ſupreme Powers, 
the Powers that be, who have Power to 
make, or annihilate Laws, and theſe Powers 
are as much the Ordinance of God, as any 
Powers whatſoever; and if thele Powers are 
not St, Paul's Powers, then there neither is, 
nor can be any ſuch Power, or Powers in 
this Nation, that are, or muſt he irreſiſtible, 
according to St. Paul. To reſiſt theſe Powers 
in making, or unmaking of Law, is a dam- 
nable Sin: But when theſe Perſons are ſepa- 
rated from the Legiſlative Authority, they are 
but private Perſons, (except ſuch of thoſe 
Perſuns that are Magiſtrates) who have no 
more Power than other Perioas, and are as 
puniſhable by the Laws of their own making, 
(the King excepted) as any other Perſon; 
the chiefeſt of theſe Powers is the King, 
becauſe in him is the executive Part of theſe 
Powers, which is the putting the Powers of 
the Laws in Execution: Now all Perſons 
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commiſſioned by him, as the Lord Chancel- 
lor, Judges, or any other Magiſtrates, are but 
the Adminiſtrators of thoſe Powers, which 
the ſupreme Powers, the Legiſlators have 
made, which are the Laws: Now, if any 
of theſe Judges, or Magiſtrates, notwithſtand- 
ing any Commiſſion, or pretended Commiſ- 
ſion, act contrary to the Adminiſtration of 
theſe Powers of the Law, they are puniſh» 
able by Law, according to the Nature of 
their Crime, dnd are accountable, cenſu- 
rable, and puniſhable by the Legiſlative 
Powers, 

C. 181. There is more Reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive- 
Obedience is a damnable Doctrine, than that 
reſiſting the ſupreme Magiſtrate upon any ac- 
count whatſoever is damnable, becauſe that 
Doctrine is inconſiſtent with thoſe glorious 
Attributes of God; by which we believe 
him a God of infinite Love, Mercy and 
Compaſſion to all Mankind, and no Re- 
ſpecter of Perſons, for that Doctrine makes 
him an unmerciful, cruel, barbarous and ty- 
rannical God, in making all Mankind, that 
they may be uſed as Beaſts, at the Will 
and Pleaſure of a few of their Fellow Crea- 
tures, who are but their Equals, *till they 
make them ſupreme Head or Governors, 

L 4 C. 182. 
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C. 182. With what Ignorance do ſome 
aſſert, that Adam was an abſolute Monarch ; 
for that the Father of a Family governs by 
no other Law, than by his Will and Plea- 
ſure, and the Father is not to be reſiſted by 
his Child; and that Adam had a Monarchi- 
cal, Abſolute, Supreme, Paternal Power ; 
and that all Kingly Authority is a Fatherly 
Authority, and therefore irreſiſtable; and 
that no Laws can bind the King, or annul 
this Authority, How could Adam be an 
ablolute Monarch, when God gave him the 
Herbs but in common with the Beaſts? Gen. 
1. 29, 30. Can it be thought that God 
gave him an abſolute Authority of Life and 
Death over Man, who had not Authority to 
kill any Beaſt to ſatisfy his Hunger, as was 
permitted to Noah and his Sons? Gen. ix, 
5. Where God ſays, Every moving thing that 
amcveth, ſhall” be meat for you, even as the 
Herbs have 1 given you all things, Is it not 
as reaſonable to believe, that God would have 
curſed Adam, if he had killed his Son Abel, 
as Cain for killing him? Cain was very ſen- 
ible, that every one had, by the Law of Nature, 
a Right to kill him ſor being guilty of Blood, 
when; he ſaid, Every ene that found bim, ſhould 
ay him, Gen. iv. 14. God made no Ex- 
emption to the greateſt Man living, who 
mould 
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ſhould be guilty of innocent Blood, when he 
ſaid, He that ſbeddetb Man's Blood, by Man 
ſhall his Blood be ſhed, Gen. ix. Neither Noab 
nor his Sons were exempted from this great 
Law, and therefore could have no abſolute 
Authority, Since God has no where given 
any Man ſuch Authority, there can be no 
ſuch lawful Authority; for the Community 
cannot make themſelves Slaves by inveſting 
ſuch an Authority in any Man: Should they 
do it, it is not binding, it being a Sin 
againſt the Law of Nature, which is the 


Law of God, which makes all Men equal, 
and no Men Slaves. 


C. 183. The firſt Fathers of Mankind 
after the Flood, had not the Exerciſe of 
Royal Power; and whatſoever they had was 
equally divolved to every one of their Sons, 
as appears by the Examples of Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and their Children. 
The firſt King we read of in Scripture, was 
Nimrod, King of Babylon, the Sixth Son of 
Cuſh, the Son of Ham, Noah's youngeſt and 
accurſed Son. This Kingdom was ſet up about 
130 Years after the Flood. He was choſen 
by the People, or elſe he could not have been 
King, for Cuſb, Ham, with his elder Brother, 


and his Father Noah were then living, who 
were not Kings, 


C. 184, 
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J. 184. If Noah was Heir to Adam, I 
aſk which of Noah's Sons was Heir to him? 
For, if by Right it deſcended to all his Sons, 
then it muſt have deſcended to all their Sons, 
and ſo on. If ſo, then are all Men become 
equal and independent, as being the Off- 
ſpring of Adam and Noah, If it deſcended 
only to the eldeſt, and ſo on, then there can 
be but one lawful Monarch in the World, 
and who that is, is impoſſible to be found 
out; ſo that Paternal Monarchical Authority, 
take it which way you will, comes to no- 
thing at all. 

G. 185. Where Human Inſtitution gives it 
not, the firſt-born has no Right at all above 
his Brethren, as the Biſhop of Exon. ac- 
knowledges, > 

G. 186. If a Government, ſay ſome, may 
de diſturbed for any unlawful Proceedings of the 
Governor, or his Miniſters, how can any Govern- 
ment be ſafe? To which 1 anſwer, That it 
is not lawful for a few Perſons to oppoſe 
their Prince; and it is impoſſible for one, 
or a few oppreſſed Men to diſturb the Go- 
vernment much, where the Budy of the People 
do not think themſelves concern'd in it, and 
that the Conſequences ſeem not to threaten all; 
yea, when it does, yet in Matters of leſſer 
| Moment, 


=, 

Moment, the People are not very forward 
to diſturb the Government; as in King 
Charles the Second's Time, when the Char- 
ters were condemned, and ſeized upon, in 
order to make us Slaves, and the Laws 
perverted to the Loſs of many innocent 
Lives, and the Goals filled with Diſſenters, 
for worſhiping God according to their Con- 
ſciences, and many other Oppreſſions, too 
many to inſert; yet they did + not ſend 
for a foreign Power, nor riſe againſt the 
Government, nor preach Sedition, tho? their 
Perſecution was much greater than againſt 
the Church in King James's Reign. I ſay, 
when the Miſchief be grown general, and the 
Deſigns of the Rulers become notorious, then, 
and then only, will the People be for right- 
ing themſelves. 

C. 187. Whoſoever, either Ruler, or 
Subjet, by Force goes about to invade 
the Rights of either Prince, or People, and 
lays the Foundation for over-turning the 
Conſtitution, and Frame of any juſt Govern- 
ment, he is guilty of the greateſt Crime, 
I think a Man .is capable of, being to 
anſwer for all thoſe Miſchiefs of Blood, 
Rapine, and Deſolation, which the break- 
ing to Pieces of Governments brings on a 

Country; 
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Country; and he who does it is juſtly to 
be accounted one who reſiſts the Ordi- 
nance of God, and the common Enemy 


and Peſt of Mankind, 


The 
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The Character of King Charles = 
the Firſt, and his Government; | 
taken from my Lord Claren- | 
don's Hiffory of the Civil 
Wars, the firſt Volume in Folio; 

and out of Ruſhworth's Col- 
lections, the Firſs Volume in 
Folio; and out of Whitelock's 
Memorials, in Folio: Without 
any Obſervations, or Reflec- 
tions. 


J. 188. Larendon, p. 6. In the Sec 
cond Parliament there was a 

Mention and Intention of granting Five Sub- 
ſidies, but that Meeting was diſſolved upon 
very unpopular and unplauſible Reaſons; and 
thoſe five Subſidies were enacted throughout 
the whole Kingdom, with the ſame Rigour 
as if an Act had paſſed to that Purpoſe. Di- 
vers Gentlemen of prime Quality, in ſeveral 


Counties, 
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Counties, for refuſing to pay the ſame, were 
committed to Priſon with great Rigour, as if 
an Act had paſſed to that Purpoſe. And yet 
all theſe Provocations, and many others of 
almoſt as large an Extent, produced no other 
Reſentment, in the Third Parliament, than the 
Petition of Right, (of no Prejudice to the 
Crown) which was purchaſed at Five Sub- 
ſidies; but in a ſhort Time after granted, 
as diſſolved. The Diſſolution of the two firſt 


-Parliarnents was wholly imputed to the Duke 


.of Buckingham, and the Third to the Lord 
Weſton, Lord Treaſurer: At the Time of 
thoſe Diſſolutions, ſome Charges and Accu- 
{ations were preparing againſt them. 

Page 53. Supplemental Acts of State were 
made to ſupply Defects of Laws, and ſo Ton- 
nage and Poundage, and other Duties upon 
Merchandizes were collected, and new and 


greater Impoſitions laid upoa Trade. The 


King raiſed a vaſt Sum of Money upon the 
Law of Knighthood;, and no leſs unjuſt Pro- 


Jects of all Kinds, many ridiculous, many ſcan- 
dalous, all very grievous, were ſet on Foot; and 


great Fines on Foreſt Laws. But, for an ever- 


laſting Supply of all Occaſions, inſtead of 
a Ship of War, which every County was 
ordered to provide by ſuch a Day, Cc. the 
Sheriff was to raiſe ſo much Money, by which, 


for 
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for lome Years, came to the King's Coffer 
two hundred thouſand Pounds per. Annum. 

For the better ſupport of theſe extraordi- 
nary Ways, and to prote& their Agents, the 
Council-Table and Star Chamber enlarged their 
Juriſdiction to a vaſt Extent, holding for 
honourable, that which pleaſed, and for Ju 
that which profited. _ , 
Page 54. There were Proclamations, , en- 
joyning the People what was, not enjoyned 
by Law, and prohibiting that which was. not 
prohibited; the Offenders thereof were im- 
priſoned, and, fined with very great Fines, 
and thoſe Foundations of Right by which Men 
valued their. Security, to the Apprehenſions 
and Underſtanding of wiſe Men, were never 
more in Danger to be deſtroyed. 


4. 188. Ruſpworth, p. 418. King, Charles 


the Firſt raiſed Money by Way of a general 


Loan; he. that was rated in the laſt Sublidy 
Book at 100“. in Goods, was to lend one 
hundred Marks; and he that was rated One 
hundred. Pounds in Land, was to lend one 
hundred Pounds in Money; and ſo proporti- 
onable for a greater or a leſſer Sum. 
Page 422. Several of St. Clements Danes, the 
Savcy, the Datchy, and other Parts within the Li- 
berties of Næſtminſter, for refuſing to ſubſcribe to 
the 


| 
j 
| 
| 


3 


the Loan, were, by Order of Council, to be 
Preſt, to ſerve in the Ships, ready to go out 
in the King's Service; and the Non-Subſcribers 
of high Rank, in all the Counties, were bound 
to appear before the Council-Table, who com- 
mitted divers of them to Priſon, and the com- 
mon Sort to be liſted among the Soldiers. 
Sir P. Hayman, for refuſing the Loan, was 
ſent into the King's Service in the Palatinate. 
Page 4227. Dr. Manwaring, in two Ser- 
mons before the King and Court at Mbite- 
Ball, delivered for Doctrine, to this Purpoſe, 
wiz, That the King is not bound to obſerve the 
Laws of the Realm, concerning the Subjects Rights 
and Liberties ;,. but that his Royal Will and Com- 
mand, in impoſing Loans and Taxes without 
common Conſent in Parliament, doth oblige the 
Subjects Conſcience, upon Pain of eternal Dam- 
nation. That thoſe who refuſed to pay this Loan, 
offended againſt the ſupreme Authority, and be- 
came guilty of Impiety, Diſloyalty and Rebellion. 
That the Authority of Parliament is not ne- 
ceſſary for the raiſing of Aids and Subſidies ; 
And, that the flow Proceedings of ſuch great 
Aſſemblies, were not fitted for the Supply of the 
States urgent Neceſſities, but would rather produce 
ſundry Impediments to the juſt Deſigns of Princes. 
Page 411. Arch-Biſhop Abbot refuſing to 


licenſe Dr, Sibthorp's Sermon (which was much 
to 


W E 
We fro his Office. 

Page 174. The King gave Direction for a 
Commiſſion to raiſe Monies by Impoſitions, in 
Nature of an Exciſe, to be levied through- 


out the Nation; and ordered the Lord Trea- 
ſurer to pay Thirty Thouſand Pounds to a 


Dutch Merchant, for raiſing One . thouſand 
Horſe, with Arms both for Horſe and Foot, 
which was ſuppoſed to enforce the Exciſe. 
Page 612. Thoſe Horſes were raiſed, and 
were to come over; but a Parliament being 
quickly after called, they were countermand- 


ed, and afterwards diſpoſed of to the King 


of Sweden, and Duke of Savoy, p. 637. | 

J. 189. In Vbitelock's Memorials, in Folio, 
P. I. 

The Yantguard, and ſeven other Engl N Ships, 
were lent to the King of France, and em- 
ployed againſt Rochelle; the Mariners refuſed 
the Service: Buckingham was acquainted with 
it, but not the Body of the Counſel. The 
Proteſtants of France ſollicit our King againſt 


it, but he expreſly commands the Vice-Admi- 


ral Pennington to do it, which he obeyed. 
Page 3. The Commons began to fall upon 

the public Grievances: The King ſent a ſmart 

Letter to the Speaker. To this the Com- 


mons returned a general Anſwer, promiſing a 
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the ſame Purpoſe as Manwaring's) was ſe- 
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Supply; the King ſaid, I will not allow any 
of my Servants te be queſtioned among you, much 
leſs ſuch as are of eminent Place, and near un- 
jo me. | ſee you efpecicily aim at the. Duke, 
meaning the Duke of Luckinghom, whom they 
had charged with many high Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanours. | | Ye 

Page 7. The Privy-Council adviſed the 
King to take Tonnage and Poundage. A Com- 
miſſion iſſued to compound with Recuſants, 
The King required a Loan of Money, and 
ſent to London, and the Port-Towns, to fur- 
niſh Ships for Guard of the Seas. The De- 
puty Lieuterants, and Juſtices of Dor/etſhire, 
excuſed- themſelves, and ſaid, The Caſe was 
without Preſident. London was rated at twenty 
Ships, but defired an Abatement to ten, and 
two Pinnaces; the Council denied it; and 
ſaid, The Preſidents in ſormer Times were Obe. 
dience, aud not Direction. Commiſſions iſſued 
out for Muſters; and Power of Martial Law 
was given. 

Page 8. To the impoſing of Loans, was 
added the Billeting of Soldiers; Martial-Law 
was executed; and the Soldiers committed 
great Outrages. Some who refuſed to lend 

Money to the King, were forced to ſerve in 
the King's Ships, then going forth; and the 
Refuſers in the Country, were ſome of them 

committed, 
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committed, and the meaner Sort preſſed to ſetve 
as Soldiers. Dr. Sibthorp publiſhed a Sermon, 
preached by him to promote the King's Af. 
fairs; wherein he delivered his Opinion, That 
the King might make Laws, and do whatſoever 
pleaſeth him. Dr. Manwaring preached the 
ſame Divinity, .and highly againſt the Power 
of Parliaments. The Queen was made to | 
walk to Tyburn on Pennance, by her . Popiſh : 
Prieſts. | 
Page 9. A \ Commiſſion of Exciſe was 
granted, and Monjes diſburſed for the raiſing of 
German Horſe. . | | A 
Page 10. The Fleet, under the Command 
of the Earl of Denbigh, ſailed to Rocbelle, and 
finding there ſome French Ships, would not 
aſſault them, though fewer and | weaker than 
themſelves by many Degrees; but after ſhew- 
ing themſelves only, they returned and left 
Rochelle unrelieved, 
Page 11. Manwating's Books were ſuppreſſed 
by Proclamation. Dr. Manweriug (tho' diſ- 
abled by Sentence) was pardoned, and pre- 
ferred to 'a good Living. Some Merchants 
were committed ſor not paying Tonnage and 
Poundage, according to the King's Declaration, 
It was reſolved in Council, beforehand, to 
Juſtify theſe Proceedings, when the Parlia- 
ment ſhould meet; and if the Parliament 
1 did 
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did not paſs the Bill for Tonnage and Pound- 
age, then to break it. The Parliament mer, 
(Fan. 20. Car. 3.) and found the Petition of 
Right to be printed with ſome Additions ; 
and the Copies firſt printed without the Ad- 
ditions, were ſuppreſſed by the King's Order. 
Page 12, The Order of the Council for 


levying of Tonnage and Poundage was read in 


the Houſe. The Speaker being called upon 
to put the Queſtion propos'd ſaid, He durſt 
not, for that the King had commanded the con- 
trary. Warrants of the Council were iſſued 
for Holles, Selden, Hobart, Elliot, and other Par- 
liament-Men, to appear before them; Holles, 
Coriton, Elliot and Valentine appeared, and re- 
fuſing to anſwer out of Parliament, for what 
was ſaid and done in Parliament, they were 
committed cloſe Priſoners to the Towerz and 
a Proclamation for apprehending others was 
publiſhed, and ſome of their Studies were ſealed 
up. Theſe Warrants were dated the 5th of 
March. Car. 3. 1628. 

Page 15. The Papiſts in Ireland grew into 
great Height, Monaſteries were there erected, 
Papiſts frequented their public Meetings and 
Maſles, with as much Confidence, and as often 
as the Proteſtants did their Churches. 
Page 37. The Houſe of Commons Voted, 
1. That the Charge of Ship-Money was againſt 
ihe 
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the Law, the SubjeP's Right and Property, and 
contrary to former Reſolutions in Parliament, and 
to the Petition of Right. 2. That the extra- 
judicial Opinion of the Judges, was againſt the 
Law, &c. ut prius. 3. That Ship-writs were 
againſt Law. 4. That the Judgment in Mr. 
Hampden's Caſe, about Ship- Money, was againſt 
Law, &c. The Houſe of Lords paſſed the 
ſame Votes; and the next Day a Committee 
was appointed, to draw up a Charge of Trea- 
ſon againſt ſuch as had been Abetters therein, 
the Lord-Keeper, Finch, and r. the reſt of 
the Judges. 

Page 50. The King gave a Warrant to re- 
pair to the Lodgings, and to ſeal up the Trunks, 
Studies and Chambers of the Lord Ximbolton, 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr, Holles, Sir Arthur 
Haſelrigge, and Mr. Strode, Members of Par- 
liament, which was done, but their Perſons 
were not met with. 

Page 31. The five Members received a ſecret 
Notice of this intended Action, whereby they 
got out of the Houſe juſt before the King 
came; otherwiſe, it was believed, that if the 
King had found them there, and called in his 
Guards to have ſeized them, the Members 
of the Houſe would have endeavoured the 
Defence of them, which might have proved 
a very unhappy and ſad Buſineſs; and ſo i: 


did, 
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did, notwithſtanding that was prevented. This. 


ſudden Action being the firſt viſible: and ap- 
parent Ground. of all our following Miſeries. 


J. 190. Dr. Sacbeverell, in his Sermon 
preached at St. Paul's on the Fifth of Na- 
vember, 1709. in Order to blacken the Re- 
volution, does falſly aſſert, in his Quarto Ser- 
mon, p. 12. and in his Octavo Sermon, p. 
13. That the King himſelf | folemnly diſclaim'd 
the leaſt Imputation of Reſiſtance in his Decla- 
ration; and that The Parliament declar'd, That 
they ſet the Crown on his Head, upon no other 
Title, but that of the Vacancy of the Throne. 
In order to undeceive the World, I have here 
ſet down the 25th Paragraph of the Prince's 
Declaration, via. Ve do in the laſt Place in- 
vite and require all Perſons whatſoever, all the 
Peers of the Realm, both Spiritual and Tempa- 
ral, all Lords, Lieutenants, Deputy Licutenants, 
and all Gentlemen, Citizens, and other Commons 
of all Ranks, to come and aſſiſt us, in order 10 
ihe execating' of this our Deſign, againſt all ſuch 
as faall endeqvour to oppoſe us; that fo we may 
prevent all thoſe Miſeries which muſt needs fol- 
low upon the Nation's being kept under Arbitrary 
Gaverument and Slavery ; and that all the Vio- 
lences and Diſorders, which have overturned the 
whole Cauſtitutian of the Engliſh Government, 
may be fully redreſſed in 4 free and legal Par. 
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lament. And the Falſity of the Doctor's other 


Aſſertion, about the Vacancy of the Throne, 
way be ſeen by the Vote of both Houſes of 


Parliament, in Pages 123, 124. of this Book, + 

See a little more of the Doctor's Sincerity, 
how he wreſts. the Scripture to ſerve his Pura 
poſe, and  infinuates, that the Church is in 
Danger, notwithſtanding both Houſes of Pars 
liament had voted it out of Danger, during 
the Life of her Majeſty, In the. 2oth Page 
of his Octavo Sermon, he ſaith, That the 
Prophet Eliſha's Servant did not ſee bis Maſter's 


Danger till his Eyes were open'd by a Miracle, 


and be found himſelf in the midſt of Chariots 
and Horſes of Fire. Whereas *tis plain from 
the Text, 2 Kings vi. 15, 16, 17. that the 
Prophet's Servant was ſufficiently alarm'd at 
his Maſter's Danger, by an Army of Syrians, 
and could not be rid of his Fear, till his 
Eyes were open'd by a Miracle to ſee the Chariots 
and Horſes of Fire, which Heaven had ſent 
to defend him. With what Face can the 
Doctor complain of others for villanouſly di- 
viding us with knaviſh Diſtinctions, when in 
his own Sermons, he abuſes all thoſe who are 
not of his Way, both Church-men and Diſ- 
ſeaters, by calling them, Neutralfts in Religion, 
a ſecret Sort of reſerv'd Atheiſts; wretched, 
empty, hypocritical Sophifters ; inopudent, boaſting, 
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felf-conceited Enthuſiaſts ; Scepticks, fly Saints, Gal-' 
lio's, canting Fellows, Incendiaries, Men of vil. 
lanous and ſeditious Principles ; filthy Dreamers; 
proſumptuous and ſelfewilld Men; Deſpiſers of 
Dominion and Government; a Brood of Vipers, 
Regicides; inſidious, treacherous, and falſehearted- 
Knaves, Pagans, Beaſts; unhallow'd, loathſome and 
deteſtable Gueſts; ſcandalous Trimmers; Innovators, 
beadſtrong encroaching Monſters; excentrick Comete; 
growing Miſchiefs, infectious Plagues, ...c worſt 
of Demons, - Conformiſts in Profeſſion, balf Con- 
formiſts in Prattice, and Nonconformiſts in Judg- 
ment; and much more of the Doctor's Bil- 
lingſgate I could quote, which, for Brevity's ſake, 
I omit. | 
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